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Abstract

Project Code: RDG 4340006
Project Title: The Role of School as a Prime Mover Factor in Encouraging the
Playing of the Pong Lang
Investigator: Peerapong Ponweangtham Sombat Rithidet
Nirut Thuengnark  Surakarn Janghan KanoKwan Sriwapi
E-mail Address:
Project period: December 1999-July 2000

The purpouses of the study are:

1. To study the process of cultural instruction for people in community through
Pong Lang, an I-Sarn musical instrument . The study indicated the unique
and the intelligence of the people in an instructional process on Pong Lang
performance. Moreover, this research was to study about the role of Pong
Lang performance in producing, playing and consuming, and also the
instruction of local music to a next generation including the factors affecting
preserving Pong Lang performance in community.

2. To survey the attitude, value of the people in community on Pong Lang.

3. Tofind out the most suitable strategy of the development about the role and
the relationship between school and community about Pong Lang instruction

to teenagers.

The study was a qualitative research with participatory and participatory action
research. The subjects were 2,895 villagers from 5 villages and 2 schools: Kutling
Witayakom School, a primary school, and Rongkham School, a secondary school in
Rongkham district Kalasin province. The data was collected by observing, interviewing,
discussing in a big group.

The results of the study were as follows:
1. According to the study, it was found that Pong Lang instruction, making and
marketing |-sarn musical instruments have been in the community such as Pong Lang,
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Pin, Kaen, a blowing I-Sarn musical instrument and drum. There are two bands of Pong
Lang in this community. One is a public music band, other is a student band in Rong
Kham secondary school. All members acquired a local intelligence, tradition, culture
and belief. Two bands are always hired to perform in a special occasion otganized by
the government section. However, comparison to a professional I-Sarn musical band,
their performances are on average.

Two factors affecting Pong Lang performance in the community
are 14 Pong lang experts and available material. These Pong Lang experts were the
professional pong lang musicians. They are proud of I-sarn musical herritage, so they
are pleased to provide students or people in the community with Pong Lang class. Pong
Lang performance is very popular in the community. In contrast, the negative factor
affecting Pong Lang performance are none-development, lack of a new Pong Lang
instructors, a shortage of budget ,and skillful local musicians. These factors effect on the
development of local music curriculum. Moreover, a decreased number of teenagers
are interested in Pong Lang performance because of television, a modern tecnology.

2. The positive attitude, and value on Pong lang and popularity are in adult groups such
as a musician and a teacher. However, some teenagers are interested in playing Pong
Lang because 6 students were successful in Pong lang performance. In contrast, some
parents did not encourage their sons or duaghter to play Pong Lang because of their
negative attitude on Pong Lang performance, which was veiwed as a low class
occupation.

3. According to a previous discussion on 3 musical projetcs, the model of development
and relationship between school and community were organized by local musicians and
teachers in community. The main projects are to find out the model of musical
development and relationship between school and community. These projects are an
information center of Rong Kham Pong Lang, the development of Pong Lang curriculum
for primary and secondary school. And the preservation of local music. The projects are

concisted of a policy, activities and participants.

Keywords : School, Community, Encouraging, The Playing of the PongLang
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