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TITLE EDUCATION AND THE POWER OF COMMUNITY:
CASE STUDY TO EXTEND THE WISDOM OF PI- PART
ORCHESTRA, A TRADITIONAL NORTHERN THAI
MUSIC, AT TUMBON CHOMPOO, MUANG DISTRICT,
LAMPANG PROVINCE.

SUPPORTER THE THAILAND RESEARCH FUN

RESEARCHERS PRACHOOM BOONNOM ( THE PROJECT LEADER)
NARONG SMITHITAM BOONTAM SEANGCHAREREARN
SORNCHAI TEANGRUTLOM SOMPORN NARKPITUK
SOMSAK KEAWBOONREANG WILAI SIRIRUK

SOMMOOT PONGPEEYAPAT SOMBOON MANOTAM

YEAR 1999

ABSTRACT

This research focused on the situation of Pi-Part orchestra with an aim to preserve and extend
the wisdom of Pi — Part Orchestra. The research areas covered six villages as follows : Ban Phon -
Ban Huy law, Ban Ta, Ban Chompoo - Ban Jom Muang, Ban Lampang Klang, Ban
Saladonand Ban Nong Yang and the three schools as follows : Choomchon Ban Phon Wittaya
School, Ban Saladon School and Ban Nong Yang School located in the area of Choompoo
municipalityMuang district, Lampang province .

The purposes of this research were 1) to collect all Pi—Part Orchestra knowledge.
2) to study the needs, the problems and the other factors concerning the process of extension
the wisdom of Pi—Part Orchestra. 3) to study the factors concerning the evaluating
potential of the community. 4) to study the roles and collaboration of the schools and the
community in conservation, extension and development of all Pi - Part Orchestra knowledge .
The research methodology was the Participatory Action Research.

Research findings were as follows : Pi — Part Orchestra was the traditional Northern Thai

Lanna- style music which was called Part Orchestra or Part Gong and it was also called P-a-d or



Teung Teung by the local villagers. The original Pi - Part Orchestra consisted of the following
instruments : GONG WONG ( a melodious instrument consisting of small gongs of different
pitches strung together in a semicircle), NAIR ( a pipe), TRAPONE MON ( two - faced drum
), CHING (small cup-shaped cymbals), CHARP( cymbals). Later on , it was added with two
kinds of instruments from central regions namely RA - NARD - AKE , a treble xylophone, and
RA - NARD -TOOM, a bass xylophone . Pi -Part Orchestra still plays an important role in
villagers’ funeral but nowadays the number of these orchestras has rapidly been decreased. It
could be said that this kind of orchestra might gradually die out of the community because of the
lack of successors to study all the knowledge of Pi - Part Orchestra. In reality, it was found that the
economy of the community was the main factor causing this orchestra to be completely vanished
because of the high expenses for each performance. As a result, many funeral hosts couldn’t afford
to hire the Pi — Part orchestra. That’s why the Pi — Part musicians were rarely employed and they
didn’t get enough incomes to support their family. This led to the diminish of Pi — Part musicians
both old and new generations as they looked for the other jobs with higher payment. According to
the study of six villages, there was the only one Pi - Part Orchestra, named Sor Bunteang Sil Ban
Phon, existed but in the poor situation with the tendency to disappear in the near future because of
the reasons mentioned above. At first, the conservation of Pi — Part orchestra was in slow process
as the public wasn’t aware of its problem because they hadn’t got enough information. However,
when they learnt about the Pi- Part crisis, they became more aware of its value and future.
Therefore, the public such as the local community and schools initiated the idea to permanently
conserve the Pi — Part orchestra. The community and the schools should join their hands to write the
local Pi - Part orchestra curriculum to be taught in school with an aim to pass on the knowledge of
Pi — Part orchestra to a new generation.

From the case study as follows: the factors that got involved with the Pi -Part Orchestra
knowledge extension, the community and the school collaboration, the basic information that was
given by the local associations, the community schools and the general local people , it could be
concluded that the people in community were ready and wanted to co- operate with the schools to
extend the Pi- Part Orchestra and Choomchon Banphon Wittaya school had the potential to
sufficient Potentials to accomplish the extension in Pi - Part Orchestra conservation and

development.
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