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ABSTRACT

This research, which was on Phase 2 and Phase 3, had 2 objectives. They were to
1) study the roles and collaboration of the schools and the community in transmitting
knowledge, wisdom and local identity of Muang Mai rice cases and 2) study the roles and
collaboration of the schools and the community in adapting the process of weaving the rice cases
for trading and conserving the local identity. The research sites were 3 villages in Muang Mai
Tambon : Phai Pong, Phai Paec and Na Ngarm. The target groups in this study were the students
and the teachers in Phai Ngarm Wittaya School and Ban Na Ngarm School, villagers, the
community leaders, the families who earned their living by weaving the rice cases, the rice case
buyers and other stakeholders in the community. The research methodology was the Participatory
Action Research. The study was a continuous period of 27 months from February 2000 — April
2002.

Research findings were as follows :

The school and the community collaborated with each others in 3 aspects : 1) the
collaboration on maintaining the good relationship between the schools and the community in
helping the community custom or riligious activities, and by donating their money or their labour
to the schools; 2) the collaboration in transmitting knowledge and the local wisdom of Muang
Mai rice cases making process by teaching the students how to weave the rice cases and by

developing the local wisdom curriculum of Muang Mai rice cases making process; 3) the
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collaboration in adapting the process of weaving the rice cases for trading and conserving the
local identity by developing the skills and the forms of the rice cases and other products including
supporting the activities of the rice cases weaving career group. The collaboration of the schools
and the community appeared in 3 types. The first type, both the schools and the community were
the mechanical parts that worked in collaboratively maintaining the good relationship in helping
each other. The second type, the school was the major mechanical part that kept the activities
moving such as collaboratively teaching the students how to weave the rice cases and local
wisdom curriculum development of Muang Mai rice cases making process. The third type, the
community was the major mechanical part that kept the activities moving, such as
collaboratively developing the skills and the forms of the rice cases and other products, including
supporting the activities of the rice cases weaving career group.

These roles and collaboration were included with supportive factors more than obstruent
factors. The supportive factors were as follows : the existed original good relationship, the pride
of local culture, the original potentiality and the student’s outputs, the teachers who were
interested in working with the community were still existed, the roles of the women in rice cases
weaving career, the conditions of the instruction, the trends of the Education Reform, the
collaboration of the researchers from Rajabhat Institute and the local teachers, the supports and
the participation in the activities of the community leaders together with the school
administrators. The obstruent factors were as follows : the teachers had no time because they
came to the school at worktime, the teachers stayed at the local for a short time waiting for
moving out, the teachers waited for the clarity from the superior and the ways of the community
living.

Besides, the study found that : the rice cases weavers could assemble the rice cases
weaving career group for collaboratively solving the trading problems till they learned
participatory and developed continuously learning process. This effected the rice cases weaving
community in community learning process, the knowledge, the capacity, the community
relationship and the revision of the group conclusion into practice. From this assembling, the
members did not aim to make the rice cases for responding to the markets in quantity nor got the
incomes as the main career. But, they made them as the added incomes. They would weave the

rice cases at the time they did not do the field works. They made as they could do. Though, there
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were a lot of buyers or orders, the members weaved the rice cases in the numbers they could do.
They wanted them as added incomes and the price which was not too low so they could sell them
continuously. They focused on “happiness — not rich, not poor” and “the community
relationship”. The impacts of this research and development projects were as follows:

1. Two rice cases weaving career groups happened. The first group consisted of the
members from Phai Pae villagers and Phai Pong villagers. Their working office was
in Phai Pae village. The second group consisted of the members from Na Ngarm
villagers. Their working office was in Na Ngarm village

2. The “Ban Phai Pattana Rice Case Credit Union Group” happened. It got the
members from Muang Mai Area. The working office was in Phai Pae village.

3. The “Local Wisdom Curriculum of Muang Mai Rice Cases Making Process”
happened. It was implemented in Phai Ngarm Vittaya School and Ban Na Ngarm
School.

4. The Museum of the “Rice Cases Produced in Muang Mai” happened. It exhibited
the rice cases products which won the prizes from the workmanship and artistry

contests in 1998 and 2001.
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