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Abstract

Body of knowledge about rural community economy (RCE) and rural community

welfare (RCW), under community-based development and system approaches, must be

explained in holistic components i.e. actors, relationship, dynamics, potentials, sustention,

relevant public policy, and hope of future Thai society. The qualitative explanation of the

phenomena, using the data collected from a group of rural communities in 2 Tambons that

are related to forerunner community i.e. Ban-Pang village, Tambon Srivichai, Li District,

Lamphun Province and other data derived from some community studies undertaken in

different parts of Thailand, reveals 5 essential holistic components as follow:

1. Actors. RCE and RCW share the same actors i.e. village-communities. They are

communities in which common people – the majority in Thai society – live. These rural

communities are another system that has also mutually shared history of living together

through 3 eras. The first era is an interdependent era. Under this era rural village

communities were divided into small village community groups and occasionally wandered

until B.E. 2345 when they settled down at permanent location. At this location more village

community members had eventually increased until the main community had to break down

into smaller village community groups. In this era the village communities had not only

interacted with but also been able to manage their external natural environments to become

interdependent community ecology that was in line with existing Buddhist philosophy.

Second era started when a nation state emerged in B.E. 2417. In this era rural village

communities had become increasingly passive in their relationship with external

environments i.e. public policy and capitalits that then newly emerged. Finally, rural village

communities slowly entered semi-interdependent and centralized development era in which

they had to develop external structures, outer cycle,  for preventing themselves or adopting

some useful government services and the capital to benefit rural village communities. In the

mean times the traditional cores of village communities were well concealed in the internal

structures, inner cycle, which have still remained today. As such RCE and RCW have still

remained and sustained through times and generations.
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2. Relationship. The RCE and REW systems have clear relationship during the

interdependent era. For the semi-interdependent and centralized development era the

systems can be observed presently in the internal structures because the process of

community welfare system, which perceived as proactively delivering welfare services, helps

to prepare inputs and manage the production process of community economic system.

Then, the system delivers the outputs and results in delivery and consumption process to 2

types of community welfare process. These are a community insurance, which is a

proactive welfare, and community assistance, which is both proactive and reactive. The

two types of community welfare process will naturally and continuously interact because

their actors had passed from one generation to another. In the mean times, in the external

structure, community economic system will produce psuedo-surplus as network-community

welfare services to assist the communities in external social network and  the capitalist

economic system, mostly unethical, and screen or receive social welfare services for

communities provided by government and capitalist system.

3. Dynamics, Potentials, and Sustention. Community economy and community

welfare have the dynamics of an interdependent and full potentials system. Then

interdependent system had been weakened greatly during the semi-interdependent and
centralized development era. At internal structure, the independent potential serves village

community, whereas at the external structure, the independent potential severs urban

communities and state and capitalists. This indicates that a village community has had dual

economy and welfare system, which have been sustained until today. Sometimes, the

potentials can manage, receive, and evaluate community economy for community welfare in

a larger scale than village community area such as those communities led by charismatic

leaders like Venerable Kruba Srivichai, Venerable Maha Boa, Venerable Koon, etc., including

those internal network-communities such as kinship, local irrigation, and yearly  religion  and

traditional groups, etc.

4. Public Policy. Since the general package-policy formulated by state and

capitalists during the semi-interdependent and centralized semi-state and capital dependent
era has weakened potentials, status, and dignity of RCE and RCW, which have limited

functions only in village community locations. Although the supreme public policy, i.e.
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Constitution B.E. 2540, is aimed at strengthening communities to become development

foundation for the past 5 years, those dual economic and welfare systems have still

remained passive and been confined to community internal structures as before.

However, the public policy virtually reflects controlling culture which leads to the emergence

of dual  system in RCE and RCW at rural communities for almost 128 years.

5. Hope of Future Thai Society. The RCE and RCW have genuine potentials and

sustainability and been hope of future society as the examples stated in no. 3. Therefore,

future public policy should accept the concept of rural village community as another system

and of the dual community economy and welfare systems or the matrix community economy
and welfare systems and of the national community economy in term of vertical cooperative
. Furthermore, it requires the administration of semi-interdependence at village/tambon level.

A further public policy, operation, and research in community-based development approach

are also needed to support and develop external structures in the form of Colaborative

Advisory Team, that is composed of representatives from public as well as NGO sectors

and village communities. There must be clear and sustainable support of the internal

structures in the form of Council of Village Community Leaders, performing in full

potentials and high dignity. Moreover, the state must improve itself to have good governance

(non-partisan), reduce its role which weaken the village community interdependent

potentials, and develop capitalits to be an more ethical.

These above findings will help us to identify the direction and improve further public

policy, operation, and research in developing social capital or social protection based on

the ways of life of the majority of Thai people to work with a (good) governance and (ethical)

capitalism. These phenomena might promote the semi-interdependence and development in
the light of the Constitution B.E. 2540. This should be considered as a starting point to help

develop more concrete ethical society in Thailand and Asia, which can be one of

development alternatives of the post modernization paradigm in the near future.

*******************
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�-���)��&��#�	��:>�!����1#�7���- Post Modernization

	���	
��,�
�
,��
�	����������(����(	 ���������������
����������G������"�	�&-

(�D�����$	"����?�	E��	�����E�
	�%����
(�!"�'�-�!��"����&-����'����C)	��
�,�
�!"�
/
���

����
	��&���� ���������	�
����������D�������+�	��	�
�

	���������	�
�����"	 �����

������
������&�����������	������E3-��"&D��(����� 	
���
,
�!"	��"&-�������
����������

����	����G�����$��'�-�,��!"		�� (Barter System) ��"
�&��
���3��������3��AJ�
,����$�

���������
�$���
���
�

����������

	�������������!"���������3�J
(�  
��"��

		
�

�/
'�%�'�JJ
��
�)��-�	�����������	H�$��W E.�. 2398 !"�� 
#����-���"&-��!�"���%&	
�?"�(�
�

�����	�
����G��E3-�,
��
	,#D� (��E
 ���)��� 2529 : 4-5)  !(�	
�?"�(�"�	,�������������
�

����	B�����G��	�(�	�������  (����F� �����(�E��%), 2536 : 26-29) �
	
��%��
���������!"�



	������,�����������!"�� �����������
����������G��&-����,������
	�'���$�J�,�����

�
(�D�!(���&(
�+#��A

���� !(�����&	
��#	�
!"�����#	��3-���
��&-��G����� ��
��E&����
�&��+&�&��(

��������	���&D��G�#3�������=<��&-!(	(�
�

	�����
����!�� (8�(���E�) �
+'�6
 2543)

�
$
���
���-��3�,��'����$�������������	/
"��E�F�
,#D�����	����
���-��3�,�������

������G�'/
��J (Uphoff ��
�$� ������ ��'& 2542: 52) !"��
	������	/
"��E�F�
������"&-��

!�����	
�E�F�


	!������/
�

(
��"	
6���F�)�
��G�!�����	
�E�F�
������E3-������

!"��  ����������
��),��	
�E�F�
 �3� ����� ���$��������
�,������
"��3����)	�E�F�
��	

�� (NGOs) �&	(���� 	
�$���������G��
�,��	
�E�F�
 (Community-Based Development

Approach) ��G�!���
��&-���
�'� (Bungarten, 1998: 2)  !"�(����/
�#�+#�'��%�E3D��
��&-�����)


���������	����G��������3�	"��������
�"6
��&-�&��	�6
E$�	
�'��
�%���-����
������,��(�����

'�-��&-��	���
	
��
����&-���

	����������3����&�	��
���%�
'(�)��
�,&D�	&�
$���
��3-�����	��

����'������6
�$��������
����
�'� ���������D�
���G�'��?�'�E&��?��,����
�
��� (surfacing of

facts) ,��������������
��D� (Williams 1999 : 157-158) �&	���	
���#-�	
��"3�	�%��
������

��������������������D�
/
��G��E�
���G����������
�'
%
�C�"B	�&-'��!"���G�E3D��
�,��	
�

�Q���(��
�!"��������?"����
�'
%
�C�,�����!"���� <#-�(��	����'���&-��G�%����
(�,��	
�

��������	����G������,����'���$�J�,��'����������&-(�D�,�������$������&-'
�
�+
��	
�/
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����
�	�����	��
��&-'�����$�����������������
����� ����8E
����
���-����������������
�

����$�����"-��
���� �E�
������������G��������"	�&-'
��&-������������&
(���3

:KG��7�����"-��
���� ((�� ����J
EH�%�R 2534)

!(����������������
��������+�	������

	�����
�:>�#3�������#-����"�"�(�D�!(��	��

����
(�'������	
"�&- 5 (-/
"����&	��3-������	E���
���JJ�(�	
�	���/
�����G���������'() E.�.

2476 !��
���B���
�������� 2 �W�"���&���%�����J �W 2517 !(�(����
(	(-/
"����
	,#D��"����(�

	
�C) 6 (�"
�� 2519 
�������	
�$������
� 66/2523 

	��D����������	B������	
�������

�E�-�,#D�
��&����
�	��

��/
�

$�����)	
�����
�'���(/
�" (��(.) $��W E.�. 2537  ���	
�

$�����%�����J�W 2540 !"�$��!?�E�F�
�����	�
!"�'����!����
(� 8����&- 9 (2545-2549)

���!'���'���
�$�!?�6
E�&- 1. ����8E
����%�����J �W 2540 �&-�&��X
��
�
�'��
���
��,��

!,B���3���	�6
E,�����������$����
�	"���
�/
���
�&-���
���
��,��!,B�,��(����$�

'���������$��� (������ ��'& 2545 : 1)

�������	
 1 ��"���&����'���(�
��������!
������)�(���������� (��+�) �#��!�

    -��(

    +����

      ��
.�
             2417 (!����#��� 5)                         2476             2517  2519  2523    2537/2540  2546?             �����

                                                                  (�!'���+�,)

�"���	������
(�!"����������������
��,�
'����--���!
�
�
� (Modernization) 6
�$(�

�/
�

,���������	����������&-���'
��������)	����G������
����!��$�����������
'(�)

	
���3�� ����������!"������G�@K
�$��#*���		/
����"����
�'����* (Public Policy) �&-�&

?"(�����������������3-���
 (�D�!(����	
�$��E���
���JJ�(�	
�
��	
��	����!��'���

���
6��
"    E.� 2417 ����
�'
%
�C�'��'�� �3� ���%�����J�
�"
�8���(�D�!(�8��� E.�.

                                          
*  
.��������!8$ ��,��,���:;
 
.�����<!="�'% 
.��������� 
.�����,��:!$��< 
.�������.
.#�� >#>
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2475 +#�8��� 2540 !"�!?�E�F�
�����	�
!"�'����!����
(�8����&- 1-9 (2504-2544) ��G�(��

<#-�����
�'
%
�C�'���$�J�
�$����
�'/
��J	���"����!�������������	 (Economic

Policy) �
		��
 '��'��	
�'���� (Social Welfare) !"�'��'��	
������  (Community Welfare)

���
���B����

	 1) ��3-����-�	/
�������
�,��	
�E�F�
���������$��W E.�. 2504 ��&�	�3-���


!?�E�F�
�����	�
!����
(� 8����&- 1 (E.�. 2504-2509) !"��E�-�
��&	
�$����
�'/
��J����E�-�

�/
��
 “

�-�” !"��&	
�$���/
��
 “&
(��

�-�” �,�
��$�!?�E�F�
�����	�
!"�'����!���

�
(� 8����&- 2 (2510-2514) !"� 2) ��3����-�$������
�'��'��	
�'����!����
(�8���!�	$��W 2530

!"�(��!�	�����&�	��
!?�E�F�
'����'����
��)!����
(�8����&- 1 (2530-2534) (�C�	���	
�

'���'���'��'��	
�'����!����
(�, 2540 : 1-2) �&-��G��E&��'�����#-�,��'��'��	
�'�����&-�������	
�

!��$����"�
,�����!	���E�	
���3�������	
''���������G��"�	 ����
�'
%
�C���
�'��'��	
�

'����!"�'��'��	
������+�	�/
��@
	��
��������	������
�	
�E�F�
�����	�
�'�&(
�!��

������(����(	�&-�&,��'��(���
'��'��	
�'������3�'��'��	
������
����-�(��

	����
��'���

����$�����'��
�'�����,��'����"��� (Trickle Down) +#�����
��'���$�J�$�����'��
�'���

"�
�������
���-�+#� (
�!���
�	
�
��'��'��	
�!���	B�(	�&-�"���$����G����
�&-,��'+
���("
�

!"�����������G�?��
�� '����&-��"3���3�(	,��

		
��/
���
�&-,�� 2 '+
������	"�
����
���G�?��

�/
����	
� (�����&�) �
'�	�'�� !"��C� 2537 : 4)

!��$������W E.�. 2529-2539  �����	�
,������������(���(��G����
��
	 ����8E
�

$� E.�. 2537 ����&6
��	
��(���(�
������	�
���

	?"�(6�CS)��"�������
�
(� (GNP) '��

��G���������#-�,���"	 (Thailand Development Research Institute 1998: 4) !"�?"!���	
��(��

�(�
������	�
������D����3��	��
���G����3-���&D���+#���
�'/
��B
'��'��,��!���
�	
�
��'��'��

	
�'����,������&-@
	��
��������	��	
�E�F�
�
������	�
�������$�'���������

�'
�
�+

�/
���
�&-�������	������$�!"�'��?�
�'��'��	
�'����!	������������� 
�����
"���$�������D�

�
�@A���
���
��
��J�(���((����
��/
'��������,�
'��6
���&-��&�	��
:���!�#�$
������7��� 

��3� NIC (���" ��
�%
�����) 2541: 2) !����

��&��
�E�
�
�	/
�������
�'
%
�C���
�

'���� �3� 	I��
����	��'���� E.�. 2497 !(�	B����&?"$��
��Q���(� (����� �+'����C
���
 2536

: 9) !"���3-�(�
,#D�$���$� E.�. 2533 	B�&��X
��
��E3-�'��
��"�	���	��(������"�&-�&�AJ�
��3����

�����
���3������!"�(���	
���
�������"3���3-����'�6��

		
��/
�
���3��&��(�	
�C)�&-	��$��

�	���AJ�
	����	����3����
�(���	
���
�����&E<#-�+3���
��G�'��'��	
�
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'�����&-�����"���8E
�?���&�
�������
/
$��,(�������3����3�6
���('
�	�����G��"�	 ,C��&-

	I��
������G�!����,��'��'��	
�'�����&-�����"��+#�?������&�
�������
/
�&-�
�������$�  �����

������
������&-+�	�'���
�
�!(����������	
�$��
�+#��A

���� (���� 
��������� 2539: 29)

?"	������
�'����-��F�%���

	����
��&-����	
�E�F�
�����	�
$������
����'��� 

(Modernization) ?"�	���$����������������,�
'��	��!'	
���"&-��!�"��&-�����B�!"��������&��

���
�����&�
��"&	�"&-���E�-��
	,#D�(
�"/
��� 
�����$�'6
E�&-�&�AJ�
!"�����/
�

(�����	�����

!"���� !"���
�'
�
�+$�	
�E#-�	���������!�"��� ��3-��

	��+&	
��/
�����&��(�&-��"&-��!�"�

��(
�!��	����

	��+&	
��/
�����&��(!�������������3���&-�,�
�
	����
�($
 ��F�%��� !"�

��+&�&��(��
���G��������������� (	������
'����
��) 2536 : 66-67) �����������
��������

'
�
�+
��,�
$
	"�		
�E�F�
�����	�
!"�+�	�"3�	�Q���(�

	?�������/
�

��� �����������
�

����
#���G�?�����
��)��
�$�	�����	
�E�F�
�������&-���������	�
�&D  (���" ��
�%
�����),

2541 : 2-3)

!(���	�6
E	
�E#-�	�����,�������������
������������-��3�6
�$(������
����'��� ���

����(��$���&	
�E#-�	������
�����&-����'��
���7� ('�JJ
 '�JJ
����F�) 2544) (
�!��
/
"��	
�

E#-�(����
������	�
,��������
����� ���!'��$�!?�6
E�&- 1. �������'��
����#��&-�E�-�,#D�

�
�/
���
�&-E�F�
�����$�����	��	
���"&-��!�"�,��'6
E!��"���6
���	 <#-���G�	
��3����

��������� 1  ����!��"�#
����#$�%&��'	
�	�(�	���

                        t                 e           

            

                            T            E  
                                             ���%��)*�&������#�+�	
�	� 

         s              S     #�)�
����!��"�#
�     M          m

                                 R

                           �����,��#�)�
  "�
�
������-�
�                                                  t  e   r  m s

                               r                         ��)
                   T    E     R    M    S


���� : ����� ����������
�  2544 : 29
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��
�	������-��0����&
���!"��&-�	��,#D����&-(�D�,�����������������
����� �������'��
�!(�"�

��
��&���)���	�� 5 ��
� ��&�	��
 TERM
*
 (��3-� T �3� ������"�&/	
��#	�
 E �3� �����	�
 R

�3� ���E�
	�%����
(�!"�	
�
��	
� M �3� 
�(��JJ
C/
�($
 S �3� �������3�'������3�'��'��

	
� )<#-������� ��'& ����%��
����)���	��,�������������
��&-�"�
�	���&D ��&�	��
 “0
�'� 5 0#�

�����” (���!'��$�!?�6
E�&- 2.) �����&��"/
���	�����	
���D�0�0=Z����0��� ���,
,#D���D�

���-�(���&-��
���G��������3�'��'��	
�������&-
�
��	
�'6
E!��"���6
���	(�&-
��	
�������) 

��3����E�
	�%����
(�$�	�����	
������	�
����� �/
$���	��������"�&/	
��#	�
!"�'��'��


�A������
�(��JJ
C��3��&"%����&-��G��
�%��� !"�
�((��JJ
C��3��&"%����&D
�'��?"$�,
"�

��D�?�
����)���	��,�
���"��
��3�

	
�(��JJ
C���(��"��
	/
���!"�?"�(<D/
	�
	���!"�

	�����	
�(
����)���	��(�
�Y �&	 4 '��� ������&��������&�&-'�D�'�� (�
��&-���������&�&��(����

��������� 5 ����������/06
�6��/0 5 6
�	
�	�

     M  ��������	� ���� Emergence
    ���������	
��
������

                    ���������������
�
�
               T

         #$�%&��'9��"�
� �)
 ����	
��
��
�
         E

                    ������������)
����-������9��"�
�     R

                        �����9��"�
� �)
 ����#�+�	
�	���)
���������	
�	�   S

�����: ������
�'�� ���#�$ ����, 2541 : 19

                                          
* 	
��#	�
�&D$���������G��
� ��$�
#�'/
��J�&-'�� 
#�!�� TERMS ������	��(��$�J��&-��$�
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�
��	
����E�
	����+�	(��� �����	�
�����

���+�	(�������3-��Y
��	��
�(��JJ
C���+�	(�����3�����&�&"%��� !"�,
"�	B
��
?"�(<D/
!(�'����&-

���+�	(�����D���������	��

(
�!�����,����	���,������"
���
�,�
�(�� E�'���"�	�C�!"�'+
�6
E,��

�����	�
�����!"�'��'��	
�������&-��G�'6
��!"�	�
	���,��������������!'����&-+�	(���

(���<�������!������'��
���7��
("����
����'��� (Modernization) ��3����� 120 	��
�W�&-?�
�

�
 <#-���G�����,��	
�$������
�'
%
�C�!�����
�����
���������������G��E&��'�����#-�

,���������!"����  !(���3-��	����	H(�����	�
-'���������3-��"
��W E.�. 2539 �"
�@K
���B�

��
���!"��������


���G�����)	"
�,���������
����&-
��/
E
'���������D����$�������&	���& ('

��'��	
�) ���
���-����
��� �E�
���'���$�J�,��'��������������&��+&�&��(��
���G������&-�&!"����

'���(
��������3��'������������ �������B���("�	�C,�����������������
������&-��G��&	

������#-��&-!(	(�
���

	�����������3���&-�&���!"������G�(��!'���
+#��A

����

�����D�	
�(3-�(���E3-�!'���
!���
�!	��,!"��X��	���AJ�
�����	�
!"�'��'��	
�'����

�&-����
$����
�����	��������������� !"����	/
�����G�����
�'
%
�C�����
�!"�� ����

����
�'���'����������	����� (
�����J
�������	&#�&3�� �&-�&,��'��(���
�AJ�
(�
�Y ,��

'�������������(�D������E&����3-���,��
������	�
���
��D� 
#�
/
��G�(������C������	�
E������	��

	
����C�'���� ��F�%��� 
�($
 '�-�!��"��� !"�	
���3�� ���$����%&	
�'���'�����
��,��!,B�,��

��	������������!$������,��
�
�7��� (������ ��'&, 2542	 : 8) ��3���-��
�-���!
�


�
� (Post Modernization) �������������
#�	"���
�&��
�'/
��J!"���G���X
��
�,��

����
�'
%
�C������'�� ���� !?�E�F�
�����	�
!"�'����!����
(�8����&- 9 (2545-2549)

!"����%�����J�W 2540 �&-��������
���
 7��������:>����������0#����&
(��” (!��	
�$��

���) !(�	
��/
����
�'
%
�C�(�
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