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Abstract

The purposes of the research are 1) to study the history and the changes of the economies

of the communities of South Esarn after the second World War (AD 1945-2001), 2) to study

factors affecting the development of the economies and societies of the communities of South

Esarn and 3) to study ways to facilitate the sustainable development of South Esarn communities.

 The area of “South Esarn” consists of Ubon Ratchathani, Srisaket, Burirum, Surin and

Nakorn Ratchasima provinces.  The study areas were the communities in South Esarn.

Descriptive method was used in the study.  The sample was 235 households scattered within

South Esarn.  The study gathered data from relevant documents and by observation and in-depth

interviews formally and informally with knowledgeable people, experienced people, and the

leaders of the communities in each of the provinces.  The analysis of the data was by content

analysis

The results showed that the ancestors of the present population were the Gooy.  They had

been living in the region for more than 3,000 years.  Later the Cambodian, Lao, and Thai-Korat

groups respectively moved in this areas.  At the present there are four groups of South Esarn

people.  They are Gooy, Cambodian, Lao, and Thai-Korat.  Lao is the largest population group.

In the past, South Esarn possessed rich resources.  The produce of South Esarn was for self

consumption.  The main occupation was rice farming, especially jasmine rice.  The methods of

production and the ways of life of the communities’ gradually changed along with the changes of

the natural environment and the world.
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The way of life in South Esarn villages was that of a simple and peaceful agricultural

society.  Now it has changed.  The people have difficulty making sufficient income to support

their families.  Some families do not have any hope of success in agriculture.  Occupations

outside agriculture are chosen because they provide a regular income.  The labor for farming in

the household consisted of the elderly, children and people who were unable find any job out of

agriculture.  There was rapid labor movement between city and rural areas because of the

convenience of transportation and communication.  This caused rapid change in economic, social

and cultural life.

The main cause of economic change in South Esarn communities has been the move

from production for living to production for business.  The changes can be classified into two

phases; economic changes in the past due to changes of the state policy, education and religion,

and transportation;  and recent economic changes due to regulations of the national economic and

social development plan and the rapid growth of the capitalist system.

There are many factors that affect sustainability of the South Esarn economy.  They are

culture and the beliefs, the ability to manage resources in the community, the behavior of the

people regarding the balance between production and consumption, savings funds and funding

resources for production, state power and the effect of changes outside the community.

There are many important factors in planning for the sustainable and continuing

development of South Esarn.  They include building an economic system by using culture as a

base and using a community involvement processes to manage community resources efficiently.

Further, leaders who are popular, strong, and able to elicit cooperation from others are needed.  It

is important to develop strong community economic and social organisations, to change the

behavior to balance production and consumption leading to self-sufficiency, to save funds to

finance production from within the communities.  The state should replace its leading role with a

guiding and promotion role.  The community has to become immune from the changes in

economic, social, cultural, technological and other influences from outside the community.  The

communities have to revitalise natural resources to be a natural fund.  The state may create laws

to promote self-sufficiency as an important step towards sustainable economic development.
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