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This is a final report of the first phase of the project: “Good Governance and
Public Participation in Environmental Management’. By using an interdisciplinary
approach incorporating perspectives from political and social sciences, economics,
health and environment, and institutional analysis, the project in the first phase aims to
identify the key aspects of and the conditions for good governance in environmental
management appropriate to the Thai context. Based on a case study approach, the
project considers the extent to which waste and pollution management in Thailand can
be considered to be operating in a context of good governance. The findings from the
first phase will also be used in the second phase of the project which focuses on law
and policy development including its implementation process such that public
participation and environmental management can occur in the context of good
governance. In essence, the project attempts to provide a practical definition of good
governance for Thailand to be implemented for the benefit of society and the
environment. The project is divided into 2 sub-projects, namely domestic waste, and
industrial pollution and waste management sub-projects. In the latter sub-project, a

Participatory Action Research (PAR) methodology has also been adopted.

Based on real case studies, the project has preliminary identified the major
necessary conditions for good governance and problems relating to these conditions
which includes:- 1) The existence of a system of checks and balances which is
continually maintained by public participation in the process of implementation.; 2) The
institution of appropriate incentives / drivers and deterrents.; 3) The development of a
sufficient body of knowledge and participatory research process.; 4) The prevention of
corruption and the reduction of official discretional power, which can be easily abused,
such that conflicts of interest among representatives of the state and the interests of
communities can be reduced.; 5) Reduction of transaction costs among different actors
at all levels of the process and elimination of differences among the transaction costs
depending on the actors. ; and 6) Adoption of ethics and moral principles by all actors

at all levels of the process.

In addition, it can be observed that leadership in local politics has played a
significant role in promoting good governance of domestic waste management in the
Thai context. Whereas in the case of industrial pollution and waste management, major
obstacles to good governance stem from the national development policy which
focussed on industrial development with particular emphasis on foreign direct

investment. This imbalance in policy has brought about economic dependency of the

v



local community on foreign industrial groups. As a result, an asymmetric power situation
obstructs a system of checks and balances with public participation which is a

necessary condition for good governance.

Keywords : Good Governance, Public Participation, Domestic Waste Management,

Industrial Environmental Management
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