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Project code: RDG3/21/2544

Project title: Public Fora on Earth Summit 2 — Sustainable Development and
Thai Society
Investigators: Kamolsiripichaiporn S.', Jesdapipat S.%, and , Snidvongs A.*

! Greening of Industry Network-Asia, and Environmental Research
Institute, Chulalongkorn University
? Centre for Ecological Economics, Chulalongkorn University
3 Southeast Asia START Regional Center, and Faculty of Science,
Chulalongkorn University
Email address: Somporn.K@chula.ac.th
Project duration:  September 2001 — December 2002

Together with advancement in science and technology, trade liberalization, globalization
processes and Bretonwoods institutions are key dynamism since the beginning of 20"
Century that shape not only processes and outcomes of global development, but also
international architectures in significant ways. An emergence of a multilateral
development process such as the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) is
perhaps the most visible testimony of this statement. It is the follow up of the 1992 Rio
Earth Summit that produced, among others, the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development and Agenda 21 to enable sustainable development.

Thailand had been quite successful in economic development, but it could hardly claim
that such development is sustainable. International debates on sustainable development
came at the right time to alert the Thai public of risks that may arise from unsustainable
development. The 1997 financial crisis has been a blessing-in-disguise for Thailand to
appreciate the needs and merit of development sustainability, as its 30-year economic
prosperity suddenly collapsed like a house of cards. In the same year, the new
Constitution suddenly turns political idealism into reality that Thais could have long
hoped for. Coupled with the declining dominance of bureaucracy, the civil society at
large now has more open playing fields in assuring that development is not only
sustainable, but also just and participatory.

Efforts to heighten public understanding of these changes in connection to sustainable
development after the monumental Rio Conference in 1992 in Thailand were low and
fragmented. A consolidated effort to alert and educate the general public of the
significance of participatory sustainable development and global dynamism was
therefore very much in demand. Thailand Research Fund (TRF) tried to bridge that gap
by launching a public forum aiming to engage the media to play a major role in
disseminating the Rio Process leading to WSSD in Johannesburg. Eight major topics
were chosen to model key issues affecting sustainable development and to raise
participatory discussions among different stakeholders at each forum. In addition, TRF
observed the process and outcomes, and debriefed the general public on implications of
Johannesburg Plan on Implement (JPI) on Thailand, as well as suggested issues for
further research and actions. Key recommendations include the needs for Thailand to
explore opportunities in JPI and to undertake (1) paradigm shifts for sustainable
development, (2) open and participatory approach to international relations, (3) pursuit of
sustainable development prescriptions, and (4) research and development in support of
sustainable development.

Key words: Sustainable Development, WSSD, Public Forum
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