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abstract

The research project entitled “Searching and Constructing the Cultural
History of Ampawa Suannog Tumbon Bangnanglee” is aimed at 1) studying the
local history of Bangnanglee within the framework of the local adaptation
towards the changing economic, political and ecological contexts, be they the
settlement pattern, community-ness, identity as well as socio-political
consciousness and movement and 2) studying how and to what extent the
adaptation can be utilized for the local to face the continuing change. The
research employs the local history concept in defining questions, methodologies
and evidences, the theory of ecological anthropology in considering the relation
between culture and ecology and the theory of discourse analysis and narrative
in positioning the status of the truth and knowledge generated by the research.
Research methodologies include interview, focus group meeting, participant
observation, document research and volunteer local researcher’s participation.
Research area covers 4 sub-districts of Ampawa district, Samutsongkram
province: Bangnanglee sub-district and some parts of Bangkae, Plaipongpang
and Suanluang sub-districts since they all are located in the same ecological
system, have been going through the same socio-economic change and have
been connected via various social networks.

The research finds that Bangnanglee has continuously been going through
the adaptation process towards changing ecological, economic and political
conditions. Ecologically speaking, the locals have adapted towards river basin
ecological system by settling along the canals and developing poldered raised
bed systems. And when coconut trees died or yielded little due to the water
management of the dam, the locals have adapted by growing other kinds of
plants such as pamelo that suits the changed environment more, particularly
when considered together with the expanding fruit market partly generated by
infrastructure development. Politico-economically speaking, the locals have
adapted towards growing market economy by expanding inner market economy.
Particularly, during World War 2 that caused economic recession, the locals had
utilized the situation by changing from semi subsistent and semi market
economy to market economy. And although Bangnanglee has been marginalized
during the rush development era, that it was not promoted production force
while absorbed resources and labor to supply the growth of industry sector and
the urban, the locals have adapted by distributing the production within
agriculture sector and out and relieving labor pressure out of agriculture sector
to preserve the production organization status of the household. Simultaneously,
they have developed agricultural practice that is in accordance with “sustainable
agriculture” that is not only economically viable but also environmentally
sound.

The adaptation towards ecological condition and politico-economic
context above has significantly affected Bangnanglee’s socio-cultural



circumstance. The river-linear settlement blurs the community’s unit and
contour, and makes its center not located at its middle but at the “temple” that is
the intersection of many settlements and that creates networks of social relation
that transcend governing unit based on the canals. Changing to mono coconut
sugar production has highlighted temple’s role as public space or collective
action space, because besides not having public space or common property for
doing social action collectively the coconut sugar production that requires
intensive and continuing labor force did not allow collective labor in the
production process. Only religious and traditional events always held at the
temple that provide the locals the collective action. And although some of the
locals have shifted to industry sector based outside, the temple still plays a key
role in creating social cooperation organization such as “cooking team” which is
a social cooperation organization formed when the locals hold religious and
traditional activities that require collective labor force.

The coconut sugar production that made good income and famed
Bangnanglee has created the identity of Khon Tum Tarn who is self-reliant and
lives with the present and concrete reality to which the locals identify
themselves. And its relation of production that is symbiotic and negotiable rather
than exploited and dominated results in relatively economically and socially
equal community that plays a vital role in making “civil society” that means a
social space stakeholders can negotiate on the basis of symmetrical power
relation. This proves that the Bangnanglee-ian are not politically passive as
understood.

Thus, while still facing the continuing and increasingly complex change,
the locals’ self-based adaptation process has created “capital,” be they
knowledge on local resources management, the pride of the identity of Khon
Tum Tarn and lively social cooperation networks that the locals can utilize in
facing change and new challenge.
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