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Abstract
The Application of the Local Curriculum Development Process in Dairy Farming to Various other
Contexts. (Phase ll)
Boonreang Kajornsin Pranee Potisook

Pikun Ekwarangkoon Warunee Lapanachokdee

The objectives of this research were: 1) to develop local curricula which relate to potential and
needs of schools and communities by using the model from the local curriculum development process in
dairy farming; 2) to study the output of the local curricula;  3) to study the administration and
management system in the local curriculum development process; 4) to study factors and conditions for
the application of the local curriculum development process in dairy farming to various contexts.

This research was conducted under the participatory action research model in two cycles in two
school sites : 1) Thagratoorm Community and Watsamankit School, 2) NakKo Community and Ban
Nakobon School. The first cycle was to define two locally-based curricula, construct and implement the
curricula, study the problems and improve the curricula. The second cycle was implementing the
revised curricula and improving it for the next round. The population consisted of the principals,
teachers, supervisors, grade 5 students at Watsamankit School, and grade 7 students at Ban Nakobon
School in the academic year 2001-2002, parents, community leaders, local experts, and representatives
from local organization. The sample consisted of the Basic School Commiftee of both schools which
were accidental selected. The researcher took an overt role and collected data by using various
instruments: achievement tests, worksheet evaluations, desirable behaviors / skills / attitude tests,
opinionnaires, focus groups, journals, field notes, and interviewing people in communities. The research
assistants periodically stayed in the two communities from June 2001-December 2002. Content
analysis, analytical analysis, triangulation processes to verify the data gathering and the data sources
were used. The key informants were invited to review the data. Percentage, mean, standard deviation
and coefficient of variation were used for analyzing quantitative data.

The research results indicated the following:;

1. The results of constructing two local curricula appropriate to the schools and communities’
potential and needs. Watsamankit School developed a locally-based curriculum, namely “A Systemic
Approach to ntegrated Agriculture” and Ban NaKobon School developed a locally-based curriculum,
namely “NakKo Community Culture”

2. The results from implementing the two locally-based curricula of both cycles: In academic
aspect, the students in two school sites have got the higher post test scores than pre test They
developed higher quality worksheet. Their communication skills, inquiry skills, problem-solving skills and
co-operative skills have been improved. They tended to improve their desirable bebaviors in

responsibility, expression, enjoyment of work and creative thinking. They have got better attitudes



towards agriculture occupation and Nako community culture. The students thought that the local
curricula helped them gain knowledge about their communities and could apply it to their daily lives.

3. Management system contributes to the development of local curricula, The communities,
schools, and the research teams collaborated with others to think, plan, do, evaluate and gain benefit,
The management process included 10 steps: (1) studying and analyzing basic information about
potential readiness and establishing relationship. (2) Developing local curricuia. (3) preparing personnel
by giving a workshop and arranging a study tour to get experience in educational innovation for school
administrators, teachers, and other subject teachers who integrated some topics with local curricula. 4)
Publicize the local curricuta to parents and communities to inform them and seek their cooperation in
helping and evaluating students’ works. {5) Piloting the local curricula which consisted of tirme allotment,
assign teachers to teach, make the daily lesson plans, prepare teaching-leaming materials to facilitate
the process and guest speakers, measurement and evaluation and students’ work exhibitions. {6) Follow
up on the implementation of the two local curricula for the first round. The research team renularly
observed, participated, and supervised the teachers. (7) Setting up a seminar for improvement with a
group of communities members and setting up a workshop with teachers. (8) Implementing the revised
local curricula. (9) Follow up on the implementation of the two local curricula for the second round.
{10} Improving and developing the second revised local curricula for the next round.

4. Factors and conditions in the application of the local curriculum development process to
various other contexts. The factors and conditions which lead to successful implementation in two
different schools contexts consisted of: (1) Regular supervision and using various ways from the start
through out the process. (2) Leaming from the principais and teachers’ operation as the developed
regular work not the added burden. (3) Having the sense of ownership towards the local curricula
because it is appropriate to the community contexts. (4} Learning by deing brings good understanding
towards teachers. (5) Providing opportunity for every party in getting involved throughout the process,
(6) Working as a team between school and communities. (7) Having good vision and gaining priority and
support from the principals. { 8) Having good refationships between schools and communities. (9)
Providing opportunity for the youth to participate and show their abilities.

The impact of implementing the local curricula revealed that the school {s the institutional site
that fosters “social integration™ between school and communities and among different generations, The
communities have been valued and proud of their wisdom. The students have started to interest and
not only understand the situations, problems and ways to sclve problems together, but also shared
vision of the communities as well. The school sites have also advanced the “system integration” both
intra and inter schools. The teachers have begun to work as a team. It has been a good process to
get leaders to apply the educational innovation to schools and has resulted in constructing the
knowledge that is appropriate to the community context and is wide spread among school ciusters.
Now, both schools feel confident in the process of developing locally-based curricula which could apply

to creating a learning unit which was part of the school curricuta as required by the educational policy.
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(Integrated Curriculum Models)
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