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Abstract

Project Code: RDG4/0027/2001

Project Title: The Culture of Fish and the Fishery in Community of the Chi River
Basin, Thailand.

Investigator: Aengwanich Wo.1, Chinrasri 0.1, Aengwanich Wi.1, Namatthisong N.1

E-mail address: worapol.a@msu.ac.th

Project duration:  July 2001 - June 2003

The Chi river basin is in the central part of Northeast Thailand with the total
area about 55,200 square kilometers. The basin consists of it's main rivers; the
Chi river, the Nam Phong river, the Pao river, and their minor branches. The
majority of the population in this area is Lao ethnicity, having migrated to northeast
Thailand since the early stages of the Thonburi — Rattanakosin period. The basin
area was widely settled, especially on the shores of the rivers and the basin
reservoir as well as the plain area free from the flooding of the river, and becomes

as the main area for producing rice and other agricultural crops.

This was a period when a subsistence economy and communal reliance
were adequate for the people. The 3 main sources of economic income for the
people of the Chi river basin were rice, fish, and salt. However, the local
economies were different according to the geography and resources available in
each area. Fish was plentiful for the people in the communities adjacent to the
rivers and reservoir basin while the people living in the primarily agricultural
regions found fish only during the cultivation season. These people went into other
areas to find fish or exchanged their products with the waterside communities
during the dry season. Salt was obtained from the salty soil found in the
Northeastern region of Thailand where there are numerous underground salt
deposits. The differences in the natural resources by community and lack of

certain resources in each community created strong trade and product exchange.

The fishing communities found fish for daily sustenance and distributed

the rest to their relatives and stored the rest for use as needed. This way of life



determined the social relationships for all levels of society and the social structure
for the family, villages, and greater Chi river basin community. In this period,
the fishing communities were involved with fishing in all seasons of the year.
The main factors that determine the behavior of the fishermen are the type and
size of the fish and the different water levels and water sources in each
ecosystem. The fishing communities developed a high level of knowledge and
experience in fishing and came to know more about the fish. This allowed them to
develop fishing equipment and techniques appropriate to the different types of

water habitats and fish.

During the B.E. period, 2480 — 2500 (1937 — 1957), a capitalist system
was put in place, markets and trading centers were established. This redefined
fish for the people where instead of being a resource of daily sustenance for the
waterside communities, it became a capital good used for trading in the markets.
The demand for fish and abundance of fish caused the markets to swell with a
bounty of fish. Fish from many areas was subsequently depleted in the capitalist
period, B.E. 2504 (1961). The major influences of these changes were population
increase, which created the rising demand for resources. Modern fishing
equipment was much more able than the local traditional equipment. Infrastructure
and utilities such as roads provided by the government provided better
transportation and shipping. Industrial factories released waste into the water
sources. This changed the good condition of the environment for fish.
Other utilities such as the dam also affected the migration routes of fish from the
main rivers to the river branches. Chemicals and fertilizers caused a decrease in
fish and weakness in the surviving fish. Reduction of wetland wood caused a
reduction of refuges and food for fish as well. The reduction of fish in turn reduced
the amount of fishermen because of the uncertain income. In the meantime, the
industrial promotion and national development caused a higher migration of people
in the fishing communities to the urban areas. The unique way of life and culture
of the Chi river basin has faded with the fish. Moreover, the lower amount of fish

and natural resources has caused a higher cost in fish than the cost of meat, milk,



and egg from the large scale of livestock system. Therefore, most fish caught by

fishermen are sold to buy cheaper food products.
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