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ABSTRACT

The study of the history of an urban community is important in obtaining insights into
the developmentof an urbanized area, with regards to the conditions of the expansion that result in
changes in structure and relation within the community in each time dimension. Roi-Et and
Yasothorn were selected as sample cases for this study, the data for which were elicited through a
process of cooperative consultation among people in the communities, including retrospection,
group discussion, and forums arranged for exchange of opinions, criticism, data verification, as
well as document study. The results of the study reveal the following.

1. The development of the two urbanized communities can be divided into 4 stages.
The first period is a stage of settlement, dating from the time when a Laotian group first settled
and developed each community, earning their living of the basis of the four basic needs, namely a
shelter, clothing, food, and medicine, which were obtained from local natural resources. The
second period is a period of reformation, characterized by the involvement for the central
government in reforming the community, which in turn obligated it structural adaptation in
accordance with the government’s policies. The third period has to do with land selling during
B.E. 2480 — 2519. People sold part of their land to Chinese traders and moved out to their rice
fields, which they subsequently sold to new settlers. The fourth period is a development period,
between B.E. 2520 and 2543, during which the towns were developed with the use of modern
technology in the world of globalization.

2. During the first period, communal expansion took place merely as a result of

household expansion, when family members’ marriages necessitated construction of new houses



within their compounds or gardens. In the period of reformation, more houses were built along
the road and around new government office buildings. Market places were set up by Chinese
tradesmen, along with shops built beside streets and rice mills along the Chee River banks.
During the land-selling period, .nore houses were built in rice fields and new settlers moved in to
initiate new house clusters. There were no temples, schools, and trading centers, while trading
business, industries, and new services w-ere set up on the basis of capitalists’ trading principles.
During the development period, numerous house and land projects occupied outer areas of the
communities after B.E. 2500, with more dormitories and houses for rent constructed near offices
and educational institutions. More expansion in that resp;c;t took place in Roi-Et than in
Yasothorn. Trading, industries, and services also spread out to outer areas of the communities.

3. The factors influencing the expansion of the two towns were similar. The first
factor involved the natural expansion of their population. During the farmland-trading period,
new settlers came from surrounding districts, but after B.E. 2500 more people came from other
provinces in Isan, as well as from other regions. The second factor had to do with the
governmental policy to manage a governing system from the reformation period till a
municipality was set up in conjunction with the province. The development took place in
conformity with the National Economic and Social Development Plans 1-3, the emphasis of
which was on developing basic infrastructure. It also conformed with the National Economic and
Social Development Plans 4-7, Which emphasized the expansion of agricultural and industrial
advancements, in addition to services, as the initial economic foundation to be extended to the
Indo-Chinese market. The final factor was the expansion of trading areas.

4. The relation system of the urbanized communities was characterized by its relation
structure, which includes the following. First, the relations with family members, relatives, and
neighbors, which were adjusted in accordance with the changes in the communities. Second, the
relation with government sectors, municipalities, and specific working units, including
educational institutions, health-care centers, and new facility-provision units such as public parks.
Third, the relation with temples, enhanced by religious activities, which had been practiced since
the past. Fourth, their relation with local holy beings and places, based on their traditional beliefs.
Fifth, the relation with production factors on the basis of local national resources, including forest

areas, water sources, rice fields, which later became residential areas, governmental offices, and



business areas. Sixth, the relation in the forms of clubs, associations, and specific groups with
interests in political, economic, social and cultural activities. Seven, the relation with local
traditions, such as Bun Phawet festival in Roi-Et and Bang Fai festival in Yasothorn, which
powerfully unite local people together. Eighth, the relation with outer districts, which in the p.st
shared local resources but later were linked as part of the urbanized communities.

5. With regard to people’s ;:onceprualization of their communities, there were
scattered movements but there was no linkage to create a unity and strength that would lead to
development activities. Numerous traditions were practiced, which enhanced the communities’
strength and uniqueness. Provided that organizations a?d working groups involved established a

linkage among such powerful local units available to increase their strength and unity, it would be

ultimately beneficial to the towns.



	4.jpg
	5.jpg
	6.jpg

