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Abstract

Through the collaborative learning approach, this study investigated the
history of important places in the Chee River Basin with particular reference to
their history, relation to the way of life of local people, changes, and the impacts
of such changes on the way of life of local people. The focused areas of this
investigation included the upper, middle, and lower parts of the Chee River in five
provinces : Chaiyaphum, Mahasarakham, Roi-Et, Yasothon, and Ubol Ratchathani.

The findings show that the places under the investigation are categorized
into three main groups, including natural places (water resources, public
forest),manmade places (religious places, government places), and sacred places
(ancestral spirit house, spirit house).How these places are named is base on their
physical conditions, local beliefs, myths, and narratives. Consequently, such
naming has become a tradition which reflects ways of thinking, set of knowledge,
and beliefs of local people in relation on their way of life, festivals, and ritual
ceremonies, In addition, the investigated places are divided into three mains
areas, including settled area, holy area, and business area. From the past until
the present time there have been changes cause by nature and human, but
residents of the Chee River Basin effectively adapt themselves to such changes.
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