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Tiile : Sunday Schools for hill tribe youths under the Dhammajarikka project
Authors : Phra Nacharee Kaun-Yung ,Phra Montean Sung-Ngaen , Phra Preecha Sreepudtan ,
Phra Suwan Lha-Ju

Abstract

The study aimed at investigating the social and cultural pattems, the hill tribe
problems as well as the Sunday Buddhism lessons provided for those hill tribes. The study
also aimed at developing appropriate ethical patterns applicable for those tribal folks
oriented as far as social, cultural aspects and situations found in the community were
concerned. This research was then conducted researching and developing; data analysis-'
was made through workshops that involved in participation to be made with community,
Symposium, seminars, trying on community analyzing, lesson summarizing, group
discussions and observation. The population consisted of 10 Buddhist monks who
conducted religious activities in villages of tribal villages — of which 2 of them were
provided for each village, 30 masters who were both monks and ordinary folks who knew
Buddhism well and had provided tribal folks with ethical training sessions, 25 leaders of
villages where the study wa.s conducted, 125 tribal students representing 5 villages — of
which 25 of them were from each village. _Those villages were: Baan Toong Luang of Mae
Win Sub-Disirict in Mae Wang District, Baan Mae Hae Neur of Mae Na Jorn Sub-District
of Mae Wang District, Baan Koon Mae Ruan of Jam Luang Sub-District in Mae Jam
District, Baan Aae Or of Jam Luang Sub-District in Mae Wang District, Baan Buak Jan of
Pong Yang Sub-District in Mea Rim District of Chiang Mai Province.

The results showed that the tribal folks lived in remote and barren areas over the
mountains and could hardly be reached. They built their houses by the foothills near the
niver and surrounded by bushes and ranges of mountains. Most of them conducted
agricultural practices and crafts. They were supported by both the public and private

sectors; they could then conduct their activities all the year round.



They had their own cultural Ia.nd way of living. They had their own dialects
applicable for both verbally and graphically. Each sect had its own costumes, cultures and
traditions. Their family bonds were strong. However, their cultures were gradually ignored
and not carried on since their offspring turned to bring in traditions of those lowlanders in
towns; their relations were then died down gradually.

Their problems were similar; narcotics, alcoholic drinks, opium and amphetamine
were found. Environmental problems regarding garbage, chemical substances
inappropriately applicable for agricultural practices, log cutting, slash and burmn cultivation
were among other things that brought them negative consequences like watershed
destruction and water scarcity. Since their traditions and cultures were ignored, some Ioca}
wisdom was not carried forward, adultery committing was found, social regulations and
rules were not put into force, some infrastructures like roads, electricity, water supply were
not provided. However, those participants who were both children and those elders realized
the situations well. They even realized that these consequences would be raged on in the
future.

The study also showed that the communities possessed some potentialities that were
in accordance with Buddhist'disciplines. But since they were in remote areas and hard to be
reached. They were also not united. For youths, they could read and write Thai language
well. They l(;ved each other and were interested in participating in the program. Limitation
was found among these youths; they had to help their parents work during weekends. Some
of them were not confident to act out and knew nothing much about Buddhism. They also
were not capable of considering media they exposed to.

As for pedagogical practices, the masters devoted themselves to the activities.
Limitation was found in the areas.of teaching techmiques, teaching aids, IT. As for
curriculums, contents had to be adjusted in order to be in accordance with time, evaluation.
Flexibility should be put into consideration in order not for the repetition to occur. For

those learners who were far away, the evaluation should be made at the project’s shelters.



According the appropriate ethical lessons to be conducted, some conclusions were
as followed: teaching/ learning practices should be jointly put into practices by all sectors
found in the community; analyzing, synthesizing their communities should be done in order
for the communities themselves to acknowledge the current situations while monks also
provided them ethical lessons that were applicable for the community’s problem tackling.
The lesson presentation should be precise, understandable; the teachers should be equipped
with interesting techniques of teaching. All these techniques could be absorbed through
training. The material’s contents should be adjustable in order to be in accordance with the
time frame each year; content valid, child-centered paradigm should be considered. The
evaluation should be provided beyond the table of teaching and activities. The budget
should be set aside for aids and IT; those villages would then be equipped adequately while

the maximization could be guaranteed.
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2. M3 HTRNsULUAINIIN (Participatory Action Research: PAR)
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