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ABSTRACT

During Her Majest the Queen’s visit in 1994 to Ban Noen Thammang Supplementary
Occupations Center, Village No. 5, Mae Chao Yu Hua Subdistrict, Chian Yai District,
Nakhon 51 Thammarat Province, the Queen asked the people who had an audience of her
“How is the background of Mae Chao Yu Hua like? Why was it given the name of Mae
Chao Yu Hua District?” The people could not clearly answer about the history of this Mae
Chao Yu Hua. For this reason, a group of local residents conceived the idea that they must
clearly research and study the background of this Mae Chao Yu Hua so that they would know

its real history and enable their children to study the history of the local community
in the future.

The research team led by Mr. Chalor lamsut, the village headman, Village No. 3, this
Mae Chao Yu Hua Sub-district, Chian Yai District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, together
with 12 research team members, made a project for studying the history of Mae Chao Yu Hua
by applying for capital from The Thailand Research Fund (TRF).

The objectives of this research were to trace the history of Mae Chao Yu Hua so that
it would have cleamess and authenticity, to determine mechanisms of participation in
research the community and the relevant organization and to search for a participatory
learning process of the history of Mae Chao Yu Hua, which would bring about a process cf
strengthening the community, by setting the scopes of research, viz:

- The area scope: to study the primary issue in the area of Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province in Village No. 3, Mae Chao Yu Hua Sub-district, Chian Yai District, the
National Museum, the Nationa] Library, Thao Khot Temple, Rajabhat Institute Nakhon Si
Thammarat and Phra Nang Tra Temple, Tha Sala District; as regards off-area (upcountry)
research, to bring data to use as on aid from the Thaksin Studies Institute, Tha Khura Temple,
Songkhla Province, Phra Thong Temple, Phra Nang Sang Temple, Phuket Province, Phra
Phutthasihing Temple, Tham Phra Phut Temple, Trang Province, Takian Bang Kaeo Temple,
Phra Koet Temple, Phatthalung Province, and Langkawi Island, Malaysia;

- The time scope: the study was done in the period of one year from
March 1, 2001 to February 28, 2002;

- The substance scope: to do the study of the historical backgrounds of
persons, various places, names of villages and towns 5o as to bring them to link in the Project
for Studying the History of Mae Chao Yu Hua.

The important things being the targets brought to study were divided into five major
parts consisting of elders in the area and the neighboring villages, the relevant government
agencies and organizations in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, personnel knowledgeable in
the matters being studied in each upcountry area, various places, antiques and legendary
documents concemned.

The studying method: Field data were collected from relevant documents and
research works, from participatory observation, interviewing elders, general relevant persons,
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surveying the statuses of places, antiques, legendary documents, image recording, sound
recording and then the data were brought to organize 2 community forum for opinion-
exchanging dialogues and analysis of the data obtained from various areas.

As the result of the study, evidences and data of the history of Mae Chac Yu Hua is
Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla, Phuket, Trang and Phatthalung Provinces and Langkawi
Island, Malaysia, were successfully collected and subjected to joint analysis. Clear histories
being evidences and documents were obtained for the study, which would bring about
the community’s participatory learning process by using the story of Mae Chao Yu Hua as
the center of belief, as well as the application of the said process for creating cooperation of
the community, making it a strong community, and generating a social capital.

Mae Chao Yu Hua (Queen Lueat Khao) was a woman of the common class who had
white blood from birth and was later made King Si Thammasorarat Vs wife. She performed
meritorious deeds throughout her life time by building a very large number of temples. She
went to Lanka Island, Sri Lanka, in the name of the ruler King of Nakhon Si Thammarat for
the purpose of bringing Phra Buddha Sihing statute, the Buddha’s relics and the bo tree of Sri
Lanka to place at Nakhon Si thammarat, and went to propagate the Buddhist religion, to
organize the laic-ride ecclesiastical formalities at the Capital of Sukhothai, and stayed there
for five years. She has been the center of the minds of the people from the past to date,
although she passed away more than 745 years ago. '
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