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K 41415003 : HISTORY OF SQUTHEAST ASIA
KEYWCRD : HISTORICAL SOURCES ON BURMESE HISTORY / WESTERN ACCCUNTS ON
BURMA FROM 15™ TO 18" CENTURY
NUNTANIT CHAIWIMOL : WESTERN ACCOUNTS ON BURMA FROM 15 70 1™

CENTURY. MASTER'S REPORT ADVISOR : ASST. PORNPEN HANTRAKOOL. 137 pp.
ISBN 974-653-706-7

The purpose of this Master's Report is to study and explain the western accounts on
Burma in the period from 15" 1o 168" century. It was an early period by whicn some westerners have
started to write substantial accounis concerning Burma, This study also presents Burmese historical
information derved from the texts of nine accounts which could be limitedly acquired by the author at
present. They are composed of the itineraries of three talian merchant travellers in the 15" century -
Nicolo di Conti, Hieronimo de Santc Stephano, and Ludovico di Varthema - the writings of three
Portugueses in the beginning of the 16" century - Tome Pires, Duarte Barbosa, and Ferdinand
Mendes Pinto - and lastly compared ithe accounts of four westemers traveling to Burma at the end of
the same period - Caesar Fredericke, Gasparo Balbi, and Ralph Fitch.

The finding reveals that the information of Burma reported in western accounts during the
15" century to the first half of 18" century is not the direct intentions of the reporters. These accounts;
however, are the resuits from their particular interest in trade route located around the Bay cf Bengal
and also the port city of Malacca. They even then, are generally regarded as the most important
historical sources written by the westerners, without which the Burmese historiography during this
period could be less valuable by the limitation of the indigenecus records. Some westerners at that
time did not write their accounts by themselves such as Nicolo de Conti, where as some Portuguese
such as Tome Pires wrote about Burma despite he has never visited the kingdom before. in the
secand half of the 16" century, then, western accounts come from the direct experiences and
observations of the Italian and English merchant travellers who visit Burma for trade and had
witnessed the cultures of these people.

In general, western accounts during the 15" and 168" century mostly cited the cities a;ound
lower Burma becausa they were porl cities. Even westamners, they, mostly reported the story of Pegu
as the political and trading center of that area. In addition, the historical data related to Arakan,

Tenasserim, and Ava, the hinterland, are also mentioned sometimes.

Department of Hislory frad ate School, Silpakom University Academic Year 2002
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. .. for the Indians live the furthest towards the east and the
sunrise of all the Asians with whom we are acquainted or of whom we
know by hearsay. FEastwards the country of the Indians is a sandy
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1 : Paul Wheatley, The Golden Khersonese (Connecticut : Greenwood Press, 1973),

128.

In the vicinity of Tamus is the isfand of Chryse, in the vicinity of
the Ganges that of Argyre. According to olden writers, the soil of the
former consisis of gold, that of the latter is of silver and it seems very
probable that either the name arises from this fact or the legend

. 4
derives from the name.

* Thomas Suarez, Early Mapping of Southeast Asia (Singapore : Periplus, 1999), 62.
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. | determined, personally, and with my own eyes, fo
endeavour tc ascertain the situation of places, the qualities of peoples,
the diversities cf animals, the varieties of fruit-bearing and odoriferous
trees of Egypt, Syria, Arabia Deserta and Felix, Persia, India and
Ethiopia, remerbering well that the ftestimony of one eye-wiiness is

worth more than ten heard-says. 46
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You believe this mifanese, to whorn [ do not give credence . . .
As for Ludovico Vartomano, | have spoken here and in Portugal with
men who knew him in India, and said that he went about in the dress
of a Moor, and that he retumed fo us and did penance for his sins.
They told me that he never went beyond Calicut and Cochin, nor did

we then frequent the seas which we now navigate. o
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See " Discourse on Varthema and His Traveis " in Joehn Winter Jonas and Sir Richard

Carnac Temple, eds., The ltinerary of Ludcvico di Varthema of Bolegna from 1502 1o 1508,
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