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Abstract

The research on “Participatory Agricultural Extesion Model” aimed at studying
the agricultural extension system consisting of field and supporting operation systems
through the Sub-District Agricultural Technology Tramsfer Centre (SATTC) as the
driving force for extension service at farm level. As the participatory research action
(PAR), the Extension Agents concemed from Provincial, District, and Sub-Distnict
Agricultural Extension Office and farmers in the target sub-district took full parts in all
stages of the research. The research areas were the Provinces of Pattalung, Ratchabuni,
Burirum, and Phitsanulok, respectively.

The finding had shown that the participatory approach in an integrated manner
(community - state - non-state) was recommended for field operation system through
SATTC. The learning process through the five village and five sub-district forums in
each sub-district and the study visits to various participatory projects made the
community get a better understanding in selecting the SATTC’s committee for their actual
needs. In the meantime, the SATTC’s committee with a clear-cut understanding in their
responsibilities could play more significant roles in community development activities
such as public forums for technology transfer, network forums for learning network
development among farmers’ groups for further mutual supports, and extension services
by taking account with community’s needs. Regarding the participation of community
and Extension Agents, it found that the community could develop its leaming process for
self-rehance and community development conception which could respond their problems
and needs. The Extension Agents took active part in public forums for learning together
with the community in order that they could develop their training skills for learning
process and technology transfer, and could adjust their attitudes and roles from the
directive agents to be the coordinator, supporter, services provider, and facilitator for
effective extension services at farm level for creating better images and understanding of
the Extension Agents’ works and positions among farmers.

Also, the recommendations was made for improving efficiency of supporting
operation system. For the information management, the community’s information could
be updated and applied into various forms such as map and figure for convenient
utilization, and could be processed into on-line information system at provincial, district,
and sub-district levels for farmers’ accessability and utilization for community
development. The personnel’s capability improvement could be implemented through
provincial and district workshops in line with agricultural extension system in order that
the officials could get knowledge and skills for their effective performance such as
trainers for learning process in public forums. The merit system was also required for
personnel administration and management for officials’ incentives and morale. The
implementation of follow-up, supervision, and evaluation could be emphasis on
participation of all concemns, resulting in adjusting officials’ positive attitudes to such
works and releasing the existing problems of field operation at a certain extent. The
gained results could be applied for development of officials’ performance efficiency.
With the participation of the SATTC’s comunittee, the plans, guidelines and objectives for
publicization could be set up for all levels’ implementation with focus on the utilization of
existing resources and farmers’ orientation. The support of community plan could be
done on a systematic, clear, and continueous basis with the participation of all concerns.
The community involved in formulating such plans through public forums and assigning
the person-in-charge for plan operationalization at implementation stage. The officials
took part in supporting their effort for financial requests from external sources. The other
relevant agencies could participate in the learning process and extend supports in various
aspects.
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