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Project Code: RDG 45-4-0002

Project Title:  The Communication Development for Forest Community
Management: A Case Study of Samakae Community Forest,
Nasuan Subdistrict, Srisawat District, Kanchanaburi
Province.

Investigator: Srisupan W.', Prayoonhong O.%, Towthaichana N.%, Kulpradit K.*
' Mahidol University, ? Paholpolpayuhasena Hospital,
Kanchanaburi Province, > Mahasarakham Rajabhat University,
* Mahido! University

E-mail address: shwsp@mahidol.ac.th i

Project duration:  November 2001 ~ July 2004

The purpose of this study were (1) to explore a communication pattern of
Samakae Community Forest from the beginning of the establishment, (2} to find
the communication strategy which help in setting up and strengthening Samakac
Community Forest Committee, and (3) to seek an approach to strengthen the
communication potential of the Committee. The research had 2 parts, part one
was the study of the communication pattern of Samakae Community Forest
using depth interviewed with the related people, and part two was an operation
research which design activities based on the participation of all stakeholder
surrounding the community forest.

The research results were as follow:

(1) The communication pattern at the time of establishment of Samakae
Community Forest was as bridging network, ritualistic model , related to culture
and being supported by local temple network. The communication pattern at
the time of government support was a top-down approach and put more
emphasis on communication with official leader. Later the communication
pattern was a bonding network within the same cultural domain and connected
to one leader only.

(2) The communication strategy for setting up and strengthening Samakae
Community Forest Committee was a network which comprised of 3 steps on
the Committee sectting and 2 steps on bonding and setting the management plan.

(3)The activites to strengthen the communication potential of the
Committee were giving support for spacial media production, promoting the
communication through Village Broadcasting Tower, supporting the youth
camp, and encouraging the meeting for setting up the Samakae Community
Forest Learning Center.

This research suggested that the government and local organization
should continue to support Samakae Community Forest Committee to build up
the capacity of community forest management.

Keywords: Communication Development, Forest Community Management,
Samakae Community Forest.
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