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Abstract

The research “Participation in the Presentation Style, Contents and Management of Nan’s Radio
Program for the Community” aims to analyze the history, presentation style, contents, management, listener’s
participation and influential physical factors of “Nan’s Radio Program for the Community”, which is broadcast
on the Radio Thailand (Nan). It also analyzes the listener's demands for its presentation style, contents and
management of the so-called “Radio for the Community”. The two analyses are then compared and
interpreted to give the idea of “Radio for the Community by People’s Demands”. This qualitative research is
carried out by in-depth interviews, document analysis, non-participating observations, participatory
conferences and focus group with people from six example community groups in Nan province. The study
results are as follows:

1. Nan’s Radio Program for the Community has developed through five phases, integrating in each
of which more participation from its listeners. In the final development phase, the Committee of Nan’s Radio
for the Community Club was elected by the Radio Thailand (Nan) and The Govement Public Relations
Department. The Radio Thailand (Nan) also invited voluntary involved representatives from different
communities in Nan to give a radio-programming training course as the "Members of Nan’s Radio for the
Community Club”, who broadcast their program at 13-15 hr. from Mondays to Fridays. The integrated unit is
called "Nan’s Radio for the Community Club”.

2. Nan’s Radio Program for the Community presents magazines on air as well as songs and
commercials break, all set and controlled by the staff members of the Radio Thailand. Its various contents
mainly consist of what is going on in the communities of Nan province, e.g. general and agricultural news,
public relations, and community groups and organizations. The emphases are rather on government than
private sectors, and public relations than public opinions on something.

3. There are two physical factors that influence “Nan’s Radio Program for the Community”. The first
factor is the internal structure of the Radio Thailand (Nan), e.g. staff management and the budget of the
organization. The other includes external community structure outside of Radio Thailand (Nan), e.g. types of
communities, their ways of life, lands, people, jobs and groupings.

4. The demands for presentation style, contents, management,techniques and broadcasting time
from the listeners in all communities vary considerably, depending on their ways of life and the group’s
specific interests. Therefore, radio programming for any community should try to present rather specific
matters that interest some specific groups than to serve all communities by only one general matter.

5. Listeners of “Nan’s Radio Program for the Community” have developed participation levels,
progressing from no-response passive listeners in the lowest level to active committee who sets up the policy
in the highest. However, it is all under the support and approval of the Radio Thailand (Nan), with

governmental employees being main active participants and the common people being passive listeners.
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5. NMFAUNUINGN (Focus group discussion)
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