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Abstract

Research Title: Communication for the Participation in Community Forest
Management of People in Huay Kaew Village, Mae On

Sub-district,Chiang Mai Province.

Author: Sritorn Rojanasupot
Bhathmai Intajakra
Nikhom Chaikhunpol

This research was qualitative study using participatory action research
(PAR). The objectives were to 1) explore the history and state of the participation in
forest management of the people in Huay Kaew village 2) analyze the communication
used in community forest management of the people in Huay Kaew village 3) study and
operate participatory communication for community forest management of the people in
Huay Kaew village 4) study the effects of participatory communication for community
forest management of the people in Huay Kaew village.

The study found that villagers in the past were involved in the forest in
several dimensions such as economics, politics and beliefs. Villagers used and
conserved the forest at the same time. Forest management was part of the way of life of
the people. Later, the government conceded the forest to one capitalist but one group of
Huay Kaew people protested. Finally, the government abolished the concession. People
brought the forest back but one life and relationships in the community were lost. The
Huay Kaew forest became the first community forest of Thailand. After the crisis, people
participated in community forest management by organizing a forest committee,
planning, setting the rules, and operating various activities. But it all happened in a short
time. There were still problems. The management was in a small group and not

transfered to the next generation.



In the area of communication for community forest management, the study found
that people communicated within the community during the crisis, by using more media
and more systematically. Communication was a community-centered approach. But
nowdays, it is only informal interpersonal communication (People only talk to each other
in person and in the small forest group) The community media is not used for
community forest management. Villagers communicated less because of the conflicts
due to the forest concession. Besides, the study found that leaders communicated more
with people outside the community. Huay Kaew Leaders played an important role in
forest networks, but less benefits came to the community.

In the operation of three types of modern media: slides, videotape and
radio program production, the study found that villagers participated in the elements of
communication, in the levels of communication and in the process of production which
was under the concept of participatory communication.

The production of modern media of villagers revealed 5 effects: 1)
modern media played the role of creating and transmitting the knowledge 2) modern
media could heal the community relationship 3) modern media opened public space for
women and children 4) modern media sparked discussion about the community forest
5) modern media could create spokespeople especially the young generation.

These 5 effects showed that participatory communication could

empower the community.

Q)



