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Prachoom Boonnom: Education and the power of community : Case study to extend the

wisdom of pi-part orchestra, a traditional northern Thai music , at Tombon Chompoo, Muang

District, Lampang Province,

Abstract
This research was under the second period of research conducting : Action Process : The
Process of extending the wisdom of Pi-Part orchestra at Tambon Chompoo, Muang district Lampang Province

This rescarch was conducted under the purposes as follows : (1) To study and create the activities as 1o
exlend the wisdom of Pi - Part orchestra, which were to write the local Pi— Part orchestra curriculum, to provide
teaching materials, and to setup teaching - lcarning process based on the local Pi— Part orchesira
curniculumin Choomchon  Ban Phen  wittaya School (2) To study external and intemnal factors helping sustain
the wisdom of Pi—Pant orchestra (3} To study the changing in process within the community after the
activities of extending the wisdom of Pi— Part orchesira were performed (4) To study the community’s aniiude
and feeling towards the local P1— Part orchesira.

The research methodology was the Participatory Action Research (PAR). The rescarch arcas
covered eight corumunities of six villages as follows : Ban Phon - Ban Huy Law, Ban Ta, Ban Chompoo -
Ban Jom Muang, Ban Lampang klang, Ban Saladon and Ban Nong Yang. with the colizboration of the
cemmunity and Choemchon Ban Phon  Wintaya School. To conduct the rescarch, the 12 principle activities
were held up as follows : (1) brainstorming for the ideas in the groups of villagers, musicians. tcachers. and
students of Choomchon Ban Phon Wittaya School (2) holding the workshop meeting up for the local curriculum
(3) writing up the local Pi— Part orchestra curriculum (4) review on the local Pi- Part orchestra curriculum (5)
developing 63 traditional Northern Thai songs by compiiing the new patterns in producing standard music (7)
review on the patiern - newly — developed traditional  Northern  Thai songs (8) sound recording process for
producing CD, and sound and video tape recording precess for practicing VCD of traditional Northemn Thai  music
instruments for Pi—- Part orchestra {(13) writing up course syllabus and literary teaching materials based on the
tocal Pt - Part  orchestra curriculum (11) performing an experiment in using the local Pi - Part orchestra
curriclum (12) arranging teaching - learning activities basked on the local Pi— Pant orchestra curriculum in
Choomchon Ban Phon Wittaya School.

According to the research study . 1t was found that there was the changing in process within the
community after the activities of extending lhe wisdom of Pi- Part orchestra were performed. It could be said
that the local community became more aware of Pi— Part orchestra’s value and concerned about its tendency to
disappear in the near future, contrary o the former time in which the local Pi— Part orchestra had been
disregarded. The local community systematically inittated the idea to permanently conserve the Pt Parl orchestra.
The community gradually regarded Pi- Part orchestra as their local wisdom and continually joined the acuvines.

The process of collaboration between the communily and the school  was going in the relevant direction, which s

that the local community agreed to have Choomchon Ban Phon Wittuya School as the center ol extending the



{4}

knowledge of Pi— Part orchestra within the communily and to other communities, and as the prototype or
pattern for other schools. In this, the dynamic ool needed was that the local Pi— Part orchestra curriculum had
to be written up and arranged in the normal study schedule in Choomchon Ban Phon Wittaya School for the
aims to have every studemts learn the local Pi - Part orchestra curriculum, and te provide the local Pi-- Par
orchestra training courses for general local people.

The main factor that helped sustain Pi — Part orchestra was that to arrange teaching - lcarmming
activittes based on the local Pi- Part orchestra curriculum for all students. In addition, the schools and the local

cormmunity should join their hands io extend the conservation and development of Pi-Part orchestra.
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