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Abstract

To study “Education and Awareness : a case of San-Sab Canal” came from
researcher experiences with “Assembly of Collective Consciousness to preserve trees,
rivers and canals, and environments” or Shom-Rom Raum-Jai-Pak which was governed
by Dr.Kowit Worapipat in the initial phase in 1994-2000. The objective of this assembly is
to preserve and conserve San-Sab canal from useless to be utility and dignity of
historical canal. The results of their campaign are not only clean San-Sab canal but
every rivers and canals in Thailand though “Conserving and Preserving Rivers and
Canals Day” and many public policies about rivers and canals.

Even though San-Sab canal in Nong-jok, the outer area of Bangkok located
along San-Sab canal, look like clean in physical but in fact there are some chemical
from rice farming which destroy ecology in San-Sab canal especially in the rainy season.
The way of life of Saladang community; in Nong-Jok area, need to use water from the
canal. Moreover, almost Saladang people is not awareness in chemical problem. The
researchers raise a question that If San-Sab problem in this area has not been solved, it
will be crisis situation which cannot be recovered like inner area of Bangkok .

How Shom-Rom Raum Jai Pak do with the problem? They work in broad
dimension; public policy like giving budget for waste carrier by boats, eradicate crops
by trucks and doing big campaign in “Conserving and Preserving Day” (20 September
in every year). The more doing in structure system, the less deepen inside villagers
consciousness because it's assigned by top to bottom level. Therefore, this research will
gain lack of bottom level by emphasizing in building up San-Sab preserving awareness
though Education.

The research purposes are 1) to study the transfer process of local wisdom in
preserving San-Sab canal from kamalunislam to Saladang community. 2) to study local
curriculum in building up San-Sab preserving awareness. 3) to study San-Sab problems
awareness and to preserve awareness. 4) to study other dimensions to involve in
preserving awareness and local curriculum. Furthermore, the research scope are
Saladang community area in Moo 5 and Moo 9 and has studied in a year from January

2002 to January 2003.



The research concepts are Holism, religion and culture process, learning
process, theory of constructivism, integrated instruction, factors and conditions of the
participation between school and community. And the conceptual framework is system
process which comprised of input, process and output. The input means basic
conditions of the school and the community including relationship and participation. The
processes mean the local curriculum process and to make a tour of inspection of
villagers. The last one is output which means awareness to preserve San-Sab canal.

Research methodology is both qualitative and quantitative method. The
quantitative method is to check San-Sab water quality by scientific method and to
evaluate the attitude of students, teachers and villagers about research activities. In
addition, there are various methods to be used for instance interview and observation.
Interview is formal and informal including key informant interview. Observation is direct
and indirect including participation observation which scoped in setting, acts, activities,
relationship, participation and interpretation. Moreover, the data analysis covers 1)
typology and taxonomy 2) Interpret data. And the data presentation is descriptive
method.

The results are 1) the transfer process of preserving San-Sab canal from
kamalunislam to Saladang community has not been successful yet because it might be
jump rapidly from San-Sab problem awareness to find out problem-solving. Moreover, it
may be better if Saladang community will develop the appropriate problem-solving by
themselves. However, Winai Samaul; emam of Kamalunislam, can transfer his way of
thought in preserving San-Sab canal though monthly community newspaper; San-Sab.
2) The first Suloa-Saladang school local curriculum; Boats and Saladang way of life,
includes 6 units for example (1) Boats and Saladang Way of Life (2) History of Saladang
Community (3) Festival and Folk Media (4) Eradicate Weak Point Before Boat
Competition (5) Swimming and Rowing (6) Little Tourist Guide. Finally, almost units of
the local curriculum evaluation are good levels but they ought to relate with key concept;
to building up San-Sab preserving awareness. Moreover, Little Tourist Guide unit has
some problems with non-expertise in teaching tourist guide but agriculture instead then
some lesson did not teach and some lesson is not successful enough. Therefore, it is

reasonable to change this topic of this unit to be another like natural agriculture.



Therefore, the local curriculum in later semester of Saladang has 3 purposes for
instance (1) to improve the previous local curriculum. (2) to integrated the unit of local
curriculum into core 8 subjects and (3) to prove “My Curriculum” or children belonging
curriculum. The results are (1) teachers are able to relate San-Sab preserving
awareness with their lessones. (2) teachers can integrate local curriculum content to
core subjects. (3) “My Curriculum” initiates not only the school but also Thai society with
moving this concept to public by mass media; newspapers, radio and television.

3) The processes which build up San-Sab problem awareness and preserving
awareness separate into 2 groups, children and adult. However, they can make more
sharing opinion intensely about Saladang community development among their family
and community

4) Other dimensions; religious and culture, politic, communication and
economic, can affect directly and indirectly with San-Sab preserving awareness and
local curriculum.

In sum, even though there are many topic that the research find out but there are
some issues that need to be developed for instance : 1) Developing “My Curriculum”
to be happen in full scale in Sulao-Saladang school and Thai society. 2) Using PAR to
empower Nong-Jok natural circle. 3) Develop environmental awareness though
Buddhism and culture in Thai group of Saladang community. 4) Educational sections of
Bangkok office adopt this way of thought to develop San-Sab preserving awareness in
schools which are nearby San-Sab canal. 5) Other schools nearby river and canal can
adopt this way of thought to build up preserving awareness though local curriculum. 6)
Shom-Rom Raum-Jai-pak adopt to use community-base development from only
ceremony in “Conserving and Preserving Day” to empower strengthen community to

preserve their San-Sab canal by themselves.
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