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ABSTRACT
Project Code : RDG4540032
Project Title : The study and development of learning networks that facilitate cooperation among
the state - system schools and the community in order to promote strong
community : the case study of the Northeast Community School’ s movement.
Researchers : 1. Miss Jareeratana Prokekaew 2. Miss Praneepan Jaruwattanapan
3. Mr. Tanom Matipikai 4. Mr. Pirom Pakdeekiat 5. Mr. Prasong Arthan
6. Mr. Suprom Ngaewgudreua 7. Mr. Sompong Rinthaisong
8. Mr. Natapong Tongtor 9. Mr. Tawee Laonork 10, Mr. Wirat Gliangsaenmeuang
11. Mr. Jarcen Kreuawangmon 12. Mr.Saeng Promhad
13. Mr. Suttinun Prachayapreut 14. Mr. Kamdeuang Pasee 15. Mr. Pai Scisaklang
Time Scale  : March 2002 — June 2003

In the past Thai society was essentially agricultural with Buddhist culture. Then society
changed to industrial-based capitalism. As a result, many crises have occurred and these crises are
getting worse and worse. At the same time “The Buriram Local Knowledge Network” was created
under the name of “The Esan Community Schoo!". This later expanded into “The Esan Local
Philosophers’ Civic Network”. This network takes positive action to promote community strength
through creating 1 million individually and mutually self — refiant families with good health , quality of
life and environment by the year 2016. The project has adapted 2 basic activities : the feaming
curricutum of “the People College” and “the Buddhist of Aparihaniyatam” . These are used to
develop learning networks that facilitate cooperation between the schoal and the community in order
to promote community strength and have positive effects on children.

This research aims to study and develop learning networks that facilitate cooperation
between the school and the community strength through organizing education that enabies children
to be good |, clever , happy . and also enables them to live in their local with dignity.

This research used the standard methods of participatory and qualitative fesearch COvering
the area of the Buriram Local Knowledge Network , within the range of the “Esan Community School”
{Lamplaimart , Steuk , and Kaen Dong districts). Data was collected through participatory
observation , informal meetings / conversations , in—depth interviews , unobtrusive measure , and
meeting relevant parties. The data collected was tested for accuracy using triangulation approach in
term of data , researchers , theory , data collection method and research reports.

This study found that using the learning curriculum of “the people * s college” enabled all
parties to come together as one and to be committed to work together using the principle of

“Aparihzntyatam” to carmy out activiii2s that zre the foundation of z local curriculcm in order to



manage knowledge to achieve the ullimate target of education using cooperation at a horizontal level
and the equal exchange of knowledge between the school and the community.

tn order for participation between the schoo! and the community to promote community
strength through organizing educaticn that enables children to be good |, clever , happy , and to live
in their local area with dignity, the schoci system must cooperate with other systems in society in the
form of a leaming network. The most important of these social systems are the family system and the
Local Knowledge Network system. Schools must also work together with higher education institutions
for tocal development. These institutions , a part from learning together for their own benefit , can
also play a coordinating role with educational units , higher authorities and other retevant
organizations to fearn together on an equal basis at the horizontal ievel.

The school system must promote the potential to coordinate international knowledge with
thé local lifestyle for learning and the development of diverse potential. School must design
curricutums that cover both children who want to stay in their local area and children who want to
leave. Schools must have administrators and core teachers who have ideas and visions with social
and community dimensions.

The family system must provide close , ongoing promaotion of ideas and views of the
children even up to the level of being truly wise and spiritual. This means they must learn quickly
enough to meet changes and to predict social crises. They must have truty comprehensive
knowledge to work together to solve social problems. They must promote ideas of the desire for
knowledge , self-reliance , organization of knowledge (instead of pure academic learning) , the
creation of work (instead of applying for jobs) , a love of freedom , building to restrain , endurance |
respectability , help and spirituality.

The Local Knowledge Network system has the capacity to promote learning networks to
solve problems in terms of social structure by binding a learning network with the religious group that
has the same thought.

The higher education institution for local development has the capacity to develop
curricuiums in terms of “knowledge organization” to receive students , iTespective of their level of
education , who can use their knowledge gained from the system with the "knowledge organization
curriculum” to achieve the uttimate target of “living in dignity in one’s local area”. This can be
achieved as a continuation of studies from other -, 'stems.

The pace of the processes for achieving the ultimate target of education is dictated by
emphasizing “the ability to live in dignity in one's local area”. The other targets of education (good ,
clever , happy) will be achieved, As by products of this emphasis , a factor which assists in truly
achieving results is the necessity to creatc a joint reaction in terms of “he 3 promgcting areas. (One or

more is missing total success cannot be achieved.) (1} Administrators : They must have the capacity



to think in social and community dimensions. (2) Communities : Local Philosophers and Learning

Networks. {3) Core Teachers : They must participate in learning processes with local knowledge

networks on regular and continuous basis.

Conditions for achieving the ultimate target of education should be managed as follows :

{1} Inthe case of areas with local knowledge networks that work to promote iearning
networks to salve problems in terms of sociat structure. Schools can organize their role
as “participatory learning”.

(2) In areas with nG local knowledge networks , schools should organize their role as
“participatory coordination” with other organizations that have the capacity to facilitate
the creation of local knowledge netwarks in that area.

{3) Expansion of cooperation between schools and communities should rely on the
principte of “expansion with groups of people who know each other” and are likely to
favar “idea of localism”. As for people who “leave their local area” , it is necessary for
them to have a period of time to learn the truism that "undergeing suffering leads to

insight”.
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