Abstract

The development of color in gemstones depends on the atmosphere in the heating part
of the furnace. Brown zircon which was heated under air, inert or oxidizing atmosphere became
colorless, while heated under reducing atmosphere became light blue. Gemmological properties,
elemental compositions and the XRD powder patterns of unheat — treated and heat — treated
zircons revealed that they are zircons with zirconium and silicon as main components. The
uranium content was determined by NAA technique.The Raman spectra of unheat-treated and
heat-treated zircons gave four important peaks: two stretching vibrations of SiO,4 at 1000 — 1010
cm' and 965 — 975 cm’ and two bending vibrations at 430 — 435 cm , and 350 cm . The
electronic spectra of unheat-treated brown zircons and heat-treated blue zircons showed a broad
band at 500 nm and 653 nm respectively. The former band disappeared when the zircons were
heat-treated under reducing atmosphere at 1000°C. The latter band may be a result of electronic
transition of tetravalent uranium ions in the blue zircons.

The heat treatments of colorless quartz under air, inert, oxidizing and reducing
atmosphere caused no change in color except cracking with small orange patches on the
surface. All gemological and chemical properties of unheat-treated and heat-treated quartz were
similar as expected. The broad band at 500 — 550 nm of unheat-treated quartz spectra disappeared
when quartz was heated .

The heat treatments of pink tourmaline under air, inert and reducing atmosphere caused
the pink color of tourmaline lighter. When the temperature was above 600 °C the pink tourmaline
became colorless. The intensity of weak band at 680 nm decreased as the temperature increased
and this band disappeared when pink tourmaline was heated up above 600 °C . For dark green
tourmaline , the dark color turn lighter tourmaline was heated under oxidizing atmosphere.The

heat treatment of colorless topaz under air and inert atmosphere caused no change in color
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