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ABSTRACT

Research Project Title The Integration of Teaching, Research and Academic
Services for Improvement the Villager’s Potential by
Using Accounting Methods for Community Business

Development in Chiangmai Province,

Author Mrs. Jutamas Punnarong

Funding supported by The Thailand Research Fund Regional Office

Period of research : one year from 1 August 2002 to 31 July 2003

Chiang Mai Rajabhat Institutc (CMRI), the institute for locality, which has three main
missions, teaching, researching and academic service to the community. According to limited
conditions, this institute cannot operate these three missions completely. Accounting is one of the
main problems of the community business, which this problem could not be solved by
agriculturists in the community. As a result, the project of integrating all teaching, researching and
academic service to the community by enhancing agriculturists ability in terms of using
accountancy methodology to develop the community business in Chiang Mai province. The
purposes of this research are to study the principle and the method of how to integrate teaching,
researching and academic service to the community. So that students and agriculturists can be
aware of the importance of accounting, and can opcrate by themselves. Combined applied
research and research and development methodology has been used, focusing on the Participatory
Action Research (PAR). Five accounting courses in Accounting Program have been integrated to
be the basic knowledge for operating the accounting in the community. For quantitative data, the

statistical values such as percentage and mean have been used. Populations comprised of two



groups, the first one are 10 students majoring accounting whom voluntary attended this project,
they were purposively selected, Another group is 236 agriculturists in 5 community groups. The
experimental are questionnaire, interviewing, testing evaluation, documentary study, group
discussion and observation. This study consists of three important periods, The first one is the
pre-research period. At this period, the study of CMRI’s staffs working load and the problems
about the accounting in the community business has been studied. The second period was the
study of the interview about the implementation of accounting in the community business from
both accounting lecturers and students at CMRI. Then, the groups of community business and
target group were selected. Community business groups have been advised on how to check their
accounting records among themselves. Supplementary activities have been used continuously in
order to motivate the record in the accounting system. Cost and revenue for community business
have also been calculated. Strength, weakness, opporfunity and limitation of each community
groups have been analyzed. The last period of the rescarch, knowledge comparison between
students who has participated in this research and who have not has been carried out. Pursuing the
result and the project conclusion have been conducted.

The finding of this research are as followed,;

1. The integration’s principle and method must follow the philosophy and the mission of
the institute (CMRI), which means that teaching, researching and the academic service to the
community must be thoroughly integrated, Accounting lecturers and students can practice in the
community comprehensively on the community-based problem. Participatory Action Research
has been conducted to make activities continue well. Supplementary activities have been also used
to motivate a target group to develop their intcrest and to solve their problems in the accounting
systen.

2. The Institute’s support, target groups’ collaboration, contents of the courses at CMRI,
and the experimental instrument under the condition of PAR, all research activities must be

accepted by all related parties.



3. The change of target groups’ development, for students who have participated in this
project will have a chance to develop their knowledge and learn how to do by themselves, even
they have not been studies yet. For students’ behavior, they can work systematically, have
planned in advance and searching for supplementary knowledge. For their mind, they have
extended their help both friends and agricuiturists in the community. In addition, students were
bonded to their hometown and proud of their ability that they could help and solve the community
problems. For agriculturists, their knowlcdge of accounting has been developed, so they can
practice by themselves, Also, the information from joining this project will be further exchanged
and extended to others in the community. In addition, agriculturists have accustomed to the
research team from CMRL

4. Extended result of the rescarch, rescarched had have a chance to get invited from
other organizations to present about the research findings, includes lectures and training on
implementing accounting in the community level. Agriculturists can pursued other groups to join
in this project. Also, they have asked the government officials to allow researchers to arrange the
training for the agriculturists represcntatives, whose come from 39 sub-districts of 18 districts in

Chiang Mai province.





