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Abstract

This research is aimed at studying processes and problems of prose
translation from German into Thai by beginning first with the study of
characteristics and methods of translation generally adopted both in western
countries and in Thailand. The first process is pre-translation preparation
phase.In this phase, the researcher has studied Jiri Levy’s Theory of Literary
Translation, Christiane Nord’s Text Analysis and Translation, Katharina Reif’s
Translation Criticism and Hermeneutic theory of literary interpretation.The
second translation process is target-text comprehension phase where interpretive
theory is applied to solve the comprehension problems, with help of knowledge
acquisition: history of literature and literature studies.Then, presented in the
third process: target-text language reformulation phase are problems caused by
German-Thai linguistic differences,including solutions to such problems starting
at the level of words, sentences and writing styles.The most important problem
is cultural differences which require additional knowledge of Christianity and
European literature. And finally revision of target-text language is the last
translation process where German-to-Thai linguistic interference can be
identified. The last chapter of this research provides suggestions to students of
literary translation and those interested in translating foreign literature into Thai.
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