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ABSTRACT
An Investigation into the Working Skills and Competency of Thai Labor

in the Textile Industry: Measures, Trends, and Differentials

The Thai textile industry has played a critical role in Thailand’s economy.
Due to changing needs in technological innovation, globalization and new
competitors in the international market, the textile industry is in the process of
restructuring. Thailand currently attempts to gain the status of a world leader in the
manufacture of quality textiles. Industry reforms are likely to progress more rapidly if
supplemented by curricular reforms that develop appropriate skills and competencies
of the human capital in the labor market. An effective means of facilitating the
challenges is to begin with vocational schooling, teaching, and training to prepare
future workforce before they enter the industry.

This project represents an innovation in research and development (R&D) of
the demand-driven textile-based vocational curriculum for human capital that meets
the changing needs and demand of the textile industry in the 21* century. It is based
on a case study at the Photharam Technical College (PTC) in Ratchaburi Province, the
oldest technical school with the most extensive textile-based curriculum in Thailand.

The project determines these basic and competent skills with a clear disparity
between desired skills and the perceived current skills of students: English language,
teamwork, leadership, problem solving, mathematics and business administration. It
designs innovative modules that integrate both theories and practice incorporating
those basic and competent skills. After experimentation that counts for level of
difficulty and internal consistency reliability, rating scales are developed to identify
differences in skill development between two groups of purposive sampling:
experimental group, i.e., students using innovated module; and controlled group, i.e.
students using existing curriculum, which is developed by the Department of
Vocation Education. The project identifies significant progress in the controlled
group in terms of the development of the needed skills.

The experimental outcomes are presented at a seminar participated by 40
stakeholders and experts. The participants share the opinion that the modules are
innovative and that demand-driven modules should be recommended to be applicable
to other vocational curriculums and institutions in Thailand.

This project confirms the urgency and necessity for innovations and
commitments to upgrade the efficacy of vocational education that meets the changing
needs and demand, which predominantly characterizing technological and
knowledge-based economy in the globalization era. Vocational education should be
market relevant and equip Thai human capital with appropriate skills and
competencies that meets the changing needs and technological dynamics. This should
be an integral part of education reform in Thailand.
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