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#1# 4280116622 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEY WORD : ORIENTALISM / LITTLE BUDDHA / EAWARD W. SAID / ESCAPE

LITTERATURE / POPULAR CULTURE
CHIRARAT PRAYOONWONG : LITTLE BUDDHA : THE EAST FROM
A WESTERN PERSPECTIVE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PRROF.
ANONGNAT THAKOENGYIDH, Ph.d., 371 pp. ISBN 974-17-3359-3

The objectives of this thesis are to study Orientalism and to analyze the ways
used to present Orientalism in narrative and film Lirtle Buddha.

The study shows that there are 5 kinds of Orientalism by Edward Said in the
novel and film, namely the idea that the East is inferior to the West, the idea that the West
has the right to change the East, the idea that the East is the land of searching for spiritual
answer, the idea that the image of the East depends on texts and the idea that the East is an
imitation of the West. And the idea of Orientalism in the novel and film is presented through
following 9 literary devices : the adaptation of Eastern philosophy in the same way as
Western philosophy, the use of omniscient point of view, the use of static characters, the
use of comparison, the use of happy ending, the use of main plot and subplot, the use of
theatricalism, the use of fantasy and the use of cinematic compositions. These literary
devices are all related one another in order to present the author’s Orientalism, which is
popular culture according to the style of most of Hollywood film. And these make the
images of the East in narratives and films become the distorted images so that the East will
turn into what the West desires it to be in accordance with Orientalism in subconscious mind
of Western people called Latent Orientalism.

Realizing the discourse the West has towards the East will help us to be more
careful to consume the works of the West such as literature, film, writing or other forms of
media so that Eastern people will not become occupied by Western idea, culture, economy or
politics etc., which gradually and continually occupy the East according to the trend of

globalization and so that we will not forget our root, either.

Department...... Comparative Literature Student’s signature.... .. AL L
Field of study....Comparative Literature Advisor’s signature [ GV OA g

Academic year 2002
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Said’s arguments have become even more timely than they were in the early Eighties.

The events he recounts both refresh our memories as well as serve to highlight how severely
the U.S. media has continued to distort our view of the Middle East. As though to underline
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this latter point, the May 11, 1997 issue of The New York Times Magazine published an
article by the Israeli writer Amos Elon on Egyptian inteliectuals’ opposition to
“normalization” of relations with Israel. At the present interval, he holds,”Israel[is] at the
mercy of blind forces.”That kind of talk simply reinforces the deluded U.S. view of”Israel,
the victim.”

(Gordon Welty, Dayton Voice{August 10,1997)[Online]. 1997. (Available

from: http://www. wright.edu/~gordon.welty/Said97 .htm [2002 July 27])).
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The Lama looked puzzled. It was the first time a telegram had been delivered

to the monastery. The outside world, the world of sea-level, was beginning to encroach. He

put on his spectacles, read carefully, and beamed at Chompa.
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- Blaming the Victims (1988)

% “He’s very sensitive, takes things hard, and is extremely easily wounded.”(Emily

Eakm Look Homeward Edward[Onlme] 2999 (Available from : http:/
L o [2002,July 27)).
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The book completely neglects China, Japan, and South East Asia, and it
has very little to say about India. Although purporting to be a study of
how the West treats all of the East, the book focuses almost entirely upon

the Middle East. Its generalizations about “the Orient” therefore repeat

the very Orientalism it attacks in other texts!'®
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He notes some of the reasons why historians have had problems with
Orientalism, including its lack of basis in sustained historical research. He

maintains, however, that Said’s book has forced diplomatic historians to

heed the voices of subalterns when they talked back to power."'
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some scholars, but that he inspired the respect and admiration of most. Either

way, whether one hates or loves him, it’s impossible to underestimate his

. I
influence. %
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" The story is reportedly based on similar visitations that have actually occurred to
certain American children. (Marjorie Baumgarten, Little Buddha [Online]. 1994. (Available
from : http://www rottentomatoes.com/elick/movie-

1052541 /review.php?critic=ali&sortby=default&page=1&rid=35341 [2001,December 2}}).

This film was partially inspired by the story of Sonam Wangdu (born 1992) who was
the child of an American Buddhist family and the great, great, nephew of Deshun Rinpoche
I11, a revered Lama of the Sakya sect of Tibetan Buddhism
(Little Buddha Cultural Heritage ; World /Tibet ; Religions [Online]. (n.d.). (Available from
: http:/fwww teachwithmovies.org/guides/little-buddha.html [2002 January 2]}.
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(...) It was easy to forget logic and go with the story. | am familiar
with Western Judeo-Christian beliefs but knew nothing of Buddha or
any of the legend surrounding his life. I found that part fascinating. I do
not know what liberties Bertolucci took with the Buddha story, but I
found it pretty bizarre besides being fascinating, but then again, any

religious story probably sounds strange to someone who

knows nothing about that religion.”
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The United States has remained the dominant influence on world culture
throughout the century, and this position has hardly been challenged. It
has been by far the largest exporter of cultural commodities—larger

than the rest of the world combined. Every national cinema has defined
itself in relation to Hollywood, even when that self-definition has been

a conscious rejection of American commercial practice, for the United
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States has exported not only the products of its popular culture, but its
forms, too. ...Curiously, the American film industry is required to be
most sensitive to the demands of andiences outsides its own cultural

boundaries, since it is dependent on foreign sales for more than half its
income. This heavy dependence on foreign markets is one explanation

for the continuing ability of American popular cultural forms to absorb

and assimilate almost anything.™
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Little Buddha is an enjoyable, at times powerful, and ultimately highly
entertaining movie. Of course, there are quite a few movies today that
can also be called entertaining, but they often achieve this with a
combination of sex, violence and (admittedly) amazing special effects.

It is rare to see a movie essentially devoid of such things not only does

entertain you,..."rS

Jon A Webb AanTImwauadiSasidvnzsdamsudniwszin ladg

> Peter Hata, Little Buddha [Online]. (n.d.). (Available from : http:
{/www livingdharma.org/Real. World.Buddhism/LittleBuddha.html [2002,January 3}).
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By the way, this film is suitable for children in the same way that The
Secret Garden (to which it refers) was suitable for adults. it contains no

explicit violent or sexual imagery that would be offensive, and tells the

story on a level that children of say six or more can understand.’
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The power of the media--political, economic, cultural--now belongs

to a handful of multinational corporations, who colonize the rest of the
world, sometimes benignly, sometimes not. Throughout the century,
Western popular culture has caused intense social disruption in the
Third World, inculcating new patterns of behavior, new desires and

new dissatisfactions. The pervasiveness of the electronic media

increases the efficiency of this process.”

78 Jon A.Webb, Little Buddha(1993) [Online]. 1993. (Available from :
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/click/movie-
105254 1/review.php?eritic=ali&sortby=default& page=3&rid=35344 [2002,January 6])
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(...) it is a fallacy to assume that the swarming, unpredictable, and
problematic mess in which human beings live can be understood on

the basis of what books--texts—say; to apply what one learns out of a
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book literally to reality is to risk folly or ruin.*
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Expertise is attributed to it. The authority of academics, institutions, and
governments can accrue to it, surrounding it with still greater prestige
than its practical successes warrant. ...such texts can create not only
knowledge but also the very reality they appear to describe. In Foucault

calls a discourse, whose material presence or weight, not the originality

of a given author, is really responsible for the texts produced out of it

ar 3 v W > ' = o o ar
mﬁlﬁna‘nmummmuaztﬁu1ﬁ'11n1muw§ﬂaaagmmamflumun‘lugﬂ
4 a at A ar A‘ ar L. 3
wuunitsiiunumlumsassuimisusiannddginluthiy  dainsiunssuuas
v o e wrar ~ o ’ P S | v e
Mwguasaaadaianmsldiumaarsdaudimadinsainnddudeiiaiuduans

NnaetuInmsgnasaud

WIUNTIMUBEMNEURSINFBA0 LU L TeUs TINTUToNUEMTINS
assuhmeisssisludnsasifistuuusaudmuuuariuan  dfeuacaded  wazte
LI N ﬂll o > oo wr s ¥ o o - J
naalggusinamlanibvguilnaiuianudauazaiisamnes fuanuasinngms
n} o = -} ar o ] & o
wWanuwlaamng@nssy  anade  wazmansziuasauld anwazinaInvavuail

+ b = o o, dr 1 =3 o ar AJ a
SuuadanrdaiuLdeyswsalisugasndannaniimsssauhmeiausisuniaz iy

anandnilumsasauasauazasatiaziusandudeninuindauuuyswiaaiisy 1t

¥ Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 93.
# Ibid., p. 94.



60

= - -

da Bauda yam tadlummweuasseadyefinde luuuiaussmuilisnariuaniudiun
Aauuvyswiadtisuudaeg  (whilst orientalism pervades popular culture in the West)®

P -1 ar vy 2 d ew - a o v e
mwauasGatiznesiuenaintuia linsaunsaluasasauieriusamie ez Susan
Fuuazuslnaiaussauariuanduardima itdaUsslomimlundiasegha  msidias uaz
Jeusssurasaziuan winemsiaa “lamiiai™  (globalization) wavazIusnh
& o - v TR v o P o
WuthsimustwinMgamanniuiasiawviiutemindnsonmsmaazuand
L4 [ ey o [ | ¥ o 83‘4 i‘-’v ‘:q -y =i al ar
sasmszitiumfnminniudissiifsn®tmamueiiisnnunfsyimadidoufiasiu

v ow - & o A . At ¥ .

anlawannGamnaunssmundsiinamiludfisgmeldialidiln  (unconscious)™

o T 1 » 1 W P d :'
aumariuandlngiildaudy nanda msflustuvenn  enudeenuda

- - ar EA L =1 1 e L] al - w 1
%N (clichés) Vaundinesiuaniidanziusanatigmihliihunaspunasnnds

oW n.’ -1 e d o ) 1 J
msavanla wufa  Wuaildnwazessariuaenh wunuluGasmunsual Wu

L ar

wRIms Tielefiadsnd fideli@ S was  (..its sensuality, its tendency to despotism,
its aberrant mentality, its habits of inaccuracy, its backwardness) ¥ DRI lABS e

oy J =1 o g = ol o ar oo .
yiwadisuuauuditifaanuiiapdmadend ideain  InTiTsdlien (...aracist,

..imperialist, and amost totally ethnocentric...)*®  wdIaziuan

a a = - of s R a I3
MwauRSa dada yast axipuduuuaiariuaniideaziuaanluud

rasusinadtion wu eriusengruashwlamlsivane awd Sau  (ilauaes

(...its eccentricity, its backwardness, its silent indifference, its feminine penetrability, its

supine malleability...)* . rtﬁannﬂu himaflanesiuan  (..backwardness, degeneracy

¥ Anthropod, Orientalism [Online]. 1999. (Available from :
/Iwww everything?.org/index.pl?node=Orientalism&lastnode_id=658334 [2002 July 28]).

8 lmadond @3ndulawns, omassumiswana : 1w anug e ananval uaz
") LY
Arndudu (nganwn - dninfiuimm, 2542), mi 40.

* The distinction I am making is really between an aimost unconscious (and certainly
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{...), since Said’s seminal text on Orientalist discourse, scholars are aware
that the notion of the Orient is a discursive construction so powerful that for

Western film-makers and cinema audiences, The resultant images are often

perceived to be ‘reality” **
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(...) classical Hollywood cinema successfully promoted an illusion of realistic
representation. The passive viewer was caught up in this proclaimed realism
and was absorbed in the workings of the plot. The audience was oblivious to

the set of cinematic mechanism that produced the highly stylized and
ideological world of the Hollywood film. *’

# Yet the Orientalist makes it makes it his work to be always converting the Orient

from something into something else: he does this for himself,for the sake of his culture, in
some cases for what he believes is the sake of the Oriental. This process of conversion is a
disciplined one :it is taught ,it has its own societies
,periodicals,traditions,vocabulary,rhetoric,all in basic ways connected to and supplied by the
prevailing cultural and political norms of the West.(Edward W. Said, Orientalism, pp. 67-68.).

* Lola Young, “Looking East,” Cultural Studies, 2, 1(1998): 109.
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