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The Lama looked puzzled. It was the first time a telegram had been

delivered to the monastery. The outside world, the world of sea-level, was

beginning to encroach. He put on his spectacles, read carefully, and beamed at

Chompa.!
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! Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha (n.p.) (Mimeographed), pp. 16-17.
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A “lantauan” (the world)

“Perhaps” was enough for Chompa. “Perhaps” meant the possibility of

seeing the world. If “perhaps” could become a probability, then he, as the old

man’s favorite pupil, would go on the search. He would leave the mountains

and go down to the earth below and into an airplane and over the oceans. The

very idea made him feel dizzy.”
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Again the old man slowly set off, and Chompa followed him across the
bridge, then turned and looked south, toward the place called sea level, where

they would get into an airplane and fly across the ocean into the future known

. 3
as America.
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He glanced at Harry at the next desk then focused on the first two coming

Y Ibid., p. 21.
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toward them. Maroon robes and shaved heads. The big one was an older

version of George Foreman, the young one moonfaced and gazing around him
in wonder. They were like some sort of vaudeviile team, and they were like

heading for the green channel with their two little bags and a trunk on a trolley,
a trunk that looked like it came out of the Ark.*

Husewudidanlddi  <.annnGalua™ (...it came out of the Ark)
usstnzemuuaziussnsasansuaiyludihitiudiiimanangalunamszemy
o - ." ] W of Y ar e ar - * o
snnuGaninulanludnisludeafuWussdygen  (The Old Testament)  Tus
v : 4L N
Tdasn “Goamnalvg” (alarge boat orark) WewihvINuaznasInAaaua luav
o o :’ ] = o B d.('l L - ‘l
uarasauRMsaamanmhminnlasannimda  PIndmnullddadinulunmm
ar ¥ A ) o v o e a
dnged1  “unmndalue” (come out of the ark) #elddudiiaany  lumne (old-
fashioned, out-of-date)  @aumshnssihduMaaINruasynsaMasiusani
wiiauduinnnGalusvlusemasemerTuaninagluasadaniunialanasiuantdon
=3 e e & . J P ot o o
mnstamsagiefidiannyasariuaan  (displacement) Hlihaziiaglulantaguud
o L= @ o a o ot oy
WigusdRauanuulandszumauazanudiudulumsszarmss Tuaniiienuda

PeziuaanuananNnau U ANl ITE5IINLETANNRS YU

v v o r o & s o -
L‘i’l“u’\ﬂﬂﬁﬂ‘lﬂi“quﬂiﬂﬂlHﬁﬂjﬂUﬂT’luuﬂaﬂﬂ‘iz“a’]ﬂ anau ﬂ'l.lau'nﬂ

ginn Ligshlalahessaziussndaly

The young one opened it. Hinges creaked. The old one watched closely

as McGovern went through the contents. There was a musty smell of sour

* Ibid., p. 24.
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butter and incense, and McGovern’s nostrils twitched. He looked up at the old

man, and the first word that flashed to mind was a cliché : inscrutable.®
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If the essence of Orientalism is the ineradicable distinction between
Western superiority and Oriental inferiority, then we must be prepared to

note how in its development and subsequent history Orientalism deepened

and even hardened the distinction.®
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She handed back the glass, went across to the kitchen, and brought back
the bottle. “The monks,” she said. “Like the three kings from the East, huh?"”’
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¥ Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, pp. 24 -25.
¢ Edward W. Said, Orientalism (New York : Vintage Books Edition, 1979), p. 42.
7 Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p. 42.
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The town was a magical place on the roof of the world, and sometimes

in the glare of the sun or the water-color wash of the moon, it seemed

somehow suspended, shimmering between earth and sky.’
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® Ibid., p. 26.
7 Ibid., p. 45.
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(...) the word “Orient” was wonderfully, ingeniously connected to exoticism,
glamour, mystery, and promise. But it was also a sweeping historical

generalization.'’
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The castellated walls of the King's palace were now simply decoration,
their ocher earthworks blending as a chameleon against the slopes of the
mountain. Instead of being a scar on the land, the town complemented the
contours of the mountain range.

(...} The palace was a honevcomb of rooms and courtyards on many levels,

the walls studded with jewels and embellished with shrubs and plants. There
were hanging gardens and fountains, fish-ponds and pools for bathing.

Peacocks strutted and swans glided, and the rose competed with the lotus
to perfume the air.

The King's bedroom could be reached only by a staircase of marble

threaded with gold leaf. It stretched beneath the roof of the palace of the world

and was open to the elements, the bed suspended from the bamboo ceiling by

ropes. It swung gently in the night breeze and violently in passion. If the Queen
did not wish to see the stars or the moon, she pulled a sash and the bed was

enclosed in silk curtains. The matiress was made of goose down and each night

was strewn with fresh rose petals."'

' Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 340.
"' Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, pp. 45-46.
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The Orient was almost a European invention, and had been since antiquity
a place of romance, exotic beings, haunting memories and landscapes,
remarkable experiences. (...) ...and one of its deepest and most recurring

images of the Other. In addition, the Orient has helped to define Europe (or the
West)u_ B
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Dean smiled, relieved. He had thought that what he was about to say

might get messy, might lead to an argument--two men of different cultures,

" Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 1.
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from different generations, with no referee or translator--but the man seemed to

be a bit of a mind reader and the very soul of tolerance."”
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* Though perhaps the problem won’t arise. It seems our search has been

complicated by the appearance of another candidate. A little boy living in
Kathmandu.”
“Well,” Dean said, “he has my total support.” He paused. “Lama Norbu,

1 think you should go back to your world and let us stay here in ours, where

I’ve got enough problems as it is.”"*
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' Gordon Mecgill, Little Buddha, pp. 82-83.
" 1bid., p. 86.
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First impressions were a disappointment. Dean had expected something

alien. He’d seen the commercials and enough travelogues. At worst he

expected squalor, at best something exotic,... "
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Lane’s having lost his objectivity, he goes on to say that he conformed

only to the words (his italics) of the Koran, and that he was always aware of

his difference from an essentially alien culture.'®
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" 1bid., p. 110.
'® Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 160.
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Dean looked at him, then stretched out in the bed, and lit up. Jesse got

up and began to prowl the room like a puppy in a strange place."”’
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So astonished was he at the sight that it took Dean a moment to notice the

crowd. It was like a masssive, colorful fancy dress party. it was Mardi Gras

and the Rio Carnival, a fusion of primary colors ; even the poorest in

threadbare robes were colorful with their jewelry of coral and turguoise

bracelets and necklaces. A group of monks in maroon filed past them, twirling

prayer wheels that were set into the wall of the stupa™®
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' Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p. 119.
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Historical laws were in reality historians’ laws, just as “the two forms

of humanity” drew attention less to actuality than to a European capacity for

lending man-made distinctions an air of inevitability."

sstutRilumsaundravauesTuanauas TUAINUANANIINAUALIY
|IJ J or 3 Y S s ar (=4
anluwdnheuszTuseniufiounn  wlandssuanalUnnenulndzasnsiuanasziu
lennseluangfussiuddoulih  “duidodsznanalalusneniii wareidn
4 = J \J t d’ ar 1 = ar o
Usznanalannauldindialdviudeumnldnsasdseauituiivdemiy - dlawass
A cl [ ] e - O & ° Wy ] n:
waratasaa# luliismsusemaluiiatssir T urasauasluani ivaunasihmshau
s L 1 ar A L
arTussnuessmabimisusuariusnfdiasnananuwlandssvaisvasazTuaan
o W b o o ar A G s & I~ Y o ] o
uaziiafiuldiiunsrinwduninnuesinsidanuenivsasagUuududivdndulivain
T A. nl d ] U Y - ar ar .s'
mnauﬁmmnmwiﬁmiaqmwumnmqaemﬁmmummnnaanmnmmmn'[uﬁaq

NBOAAIADMS  ANNAA  wasmMIUHUR

o £ o . v o v o -J [ o [} < ) a'
gussiustohbhitiuhduruilurmerTusnyesiwaBuendnanaudu 9

4 -y = & L] L
Tasmshduaygnalieatidulusey 1 wezsglindinamwncannsaiiunalaadishe

=4

P o = o et ' & - .
cati] I.'ua\ﬁl'lﬂl.ﬂ‘ulwzli ﬂutﬂﬂ‘)ﬂuwuaﬂa\ﬂ.‘l“u‘lﬂu“ﬂ“a-\ﬂﬂuﬂ Nﬁﬂ'l

Dean thought : Yeah, safe enough here among these people, safer than

most places back home maybe, and anyway Dean was planning to go up on

the stupa and he could keep an eye on Jesse. The boy would be easy enough to

** Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 115.
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A gang of kids in robes jostled him and twisted his cap round back to

front, but he didn't feel any animosity toward them. It wasn't like at home

when the big kids came along and poked and prodded you till you lashed out ;

these kids were okay. They were chattering at him in their funny language, and

he shrugged and held up his hands in mock surrender, they just laughed and

ran off.?
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% Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, pp. 119-120.
! Ibid. , p.120.
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He got to the end of the wall, turned, and nearly fell over an old man who

was sitting with his back to the wall, cross-legged. He was naked except for a

loincloth and covered with ash. Jesse took a step back and stared at him, but the

old man did not acknowledge him. He locked closer, but the man just seemed

to look through him, and Jesse imagined that maybe if he touched the man’s

stomach, he would feel right through to his backbone.”
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He walked on past him, keeping tight to the wall, clacking the wheels.

Then, as if someone was pulling him by wires, he wandered off into the crowd
toward the sound of brash music and the clash of a tambourine and, through the

crowd, saw three boys and a girl, all around his age. They were ragged and half

naked. Two of the boys were dancing to the tinny sound of an ancient record

player. The girl was playing a tambourine. A monkey in a hat and red waistcoat
was jiggling a tin cup. But it was the third boy who fascinated Jesse--a

barefooted urchin in a torn shirt, juggling with four balls that seemed to be on

fire, flames spurting from them. But the boy wasn't burned ; he just leapt

around as if plugged into an electrical socket, all the while grinning like a

maniac.”

# Ibid., pp. 120-121.
2 Joid., p. 121.
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(...) one is the absolute and systematic difference between the West, which

is rational; developed, humane, superior, and the Orient, which is aberrant,

undeveloped, inferior.”*
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Briefly Jesse stood motionless in shock ; then he ran after them,
furious that he'd let himself be conned. Only five minutes in the Third World

and some midget who didn't reach to his shoulder had swindled him out of
fifty bucks of computer game >

™ Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 300.
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® Gordon Mcgill, Litle Buddha, p. 123.
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He ran-across the square and saw the monkey scamper down an
alley, followed by the urchin. It seemed as if the crowd was on their side

because he had to push and jostle his way through, and by the time he had

reached the turning, he had lost them.

The alley was narrow. A stream ran down the center of it. A crown

was haggling in front of a stall. Jesse could not get through, and so he crawled

between sandals ; then, as he got to his feet, he looked into the eyes of three

goats. They had been beheaded and skinned except for wispy beards which

fluttered in the breeze. Jesse shivered and ran on to the end of the alley, which

gave onto a square. He looked left and right, but there was no sign of the

monkey.
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Slowly he trudged across the sqaure. People went about their business
and paid him no heed. Men forked bales, of straw onto carts. A potter worked

at his wheel. Others stood on grinding wheels, whipping them into frenzied

motion.”®
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(...) the textual attitude is the appearance of success. (...) There is a rather

complex dialectic of reinforcement by which the experience of readers in

reality are determined by what they have read, and this in turn influences

writers to take up subjects defined in advance by readers’ experiences.”
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Jesse sat on a step and looked back the way he had come. There were

so many identical alleys leading off the square, and he couldn't remember
which one he had run along, in his haste to find the goddamn monkey. He
was lost, and he was in danger of bursting into tears, but, he thought, To

hell with that, ’'m an American, I’m not gonna let these medieval people
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7 Edward W. Said, Orientalism, pp. 93-94.
8 Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, pp. 123-124.
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(...) the categories of what Vico called gentile and sacred nations ; race,

color, origin, temperament, character, and types overwhelmed the distinction

between Christians and everyone else.”’
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* Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 120.
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Dean glanced in his mirror at the two boys, the latest monk, the Lama, and
the monkey. He began to wonder if he was going to turn into some Flying
Dutchman here, forever traveling around Asia, having to hire bigger and better

vans as they filled up with eight-year-olds. Then, at a word from Lama Norbu,
he turned south onto a dirt track.”
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Maybe it was the air, but he felt light-headed as if he had smoked some
dope. Or maybe it was the presence of the Lama and the two monks, but he
felt kind of spiritual. Or maybe it was just the combination of lingering jet lag

and culture shock, but he was beginning to feel seduced by the |;glace.31
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The track led through threes and up to a crumbling mansion that must

once have been grand, a place of pillars, wide verandahs and cornices, and

Dean had visions of the old days, of iced tea served beneath ceiling fans pulled

by punkah wallahs and orders lazily given in drawling English accents,

a Merchant-lvory sort of a place, now gone to seed.™
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(...) then turned and walked up to the boys, throwing her head back

in disdain. (...) ...she said defiantly, and looked Raju up and

down as if he had just crawled out of a sewer. “She was the abbess of

a convent. But how could you know? You don’t even go to school.”

Then she turned on Jesse. “And you’re just a foreigner,™
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Jesse blinked again. Just a foreigner indeed. He was about to say he

wasn't a foreigner, he was an American. It was she who was just a foreigner.

Everybody knew that Americans weren’t foreign, but she was not about to

let him interrupt. She posed dramatically, hands on hips, and said. “I have

a secret garden.”

fuszwuslammuahinadifausznanladendulynunbildaudnndud

waraasNmdluauandwnzraddahanufaiheususiulildaudnanis
r kgl ' & o v v dr P o o = L L A ar ar 8

ausanuailuizinhmnuwiimlanisesduinndalandnlihaussuaninazldun

aansiaanglsthiiugudnan  (Europocentrism)  lumsupavazdadudein g uazdah

3 Ibid.



96

or ] n‘; 4 J ¥V o ] ] a J 1 J
auaziuanuiniuidvnudiuide fiamessen  dwnneusziusaniidiuudaudrs
= -ﬂv A 1 1 - 9r T i oy

md  wannniidssleaih  “naaugheusuiiulildaudnmnd” (Everybody knew

. s . o ar é = ' o s w o
that Americans weren’t foreign.) NERADINANIUUUILHENIBIAUALIUANNUGDAUALIUDANAN
1 J = 0F - ar
N Wi (us) FidumanBtudm “wnen” (them) AeAuazivaan

I e o & - o ¥ . "1 v o .'é - a o
muﬁ'numuwwnauunwmaﬂ'lﬂnaﬂmmam‘uaqgﬂizwuﬁ DINULNIAALUUUYTHIAG
- y o etcd ar & o 1 W
fimshumanudonainsddauliudiazasien  milnsldfumaiondmasagdm

v w o o < | = ) [
'l'i'ifuﬂﬁﬂﬂ l'ﬂ'\‘lQNﬂT'lﬂUWmNBﬂﬂlﬂuﬂu“ﬂizﬁa'lﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ'lJﬂ'N and

& v @ s Qv da ' ot - é »
wannniigussWusialdmniianumingsuussneimuaasdianiiasdaly
& ¢ oo da & oA s o > o an T o
thuhdahdonwesanimiukhivgeta @uludsasdinnzisamimmeiugasaaninaie
qy-' o o« t LI J = ar ar v ar L5 1 -y
usprawsadwh Mgudibihdests  lumendudulssiusiarbivsseaidmeims
L 1 ¥ I | = & ok
yaaadaaninlumeaumizasimsda igauivhdfinadyauuiluanuedehau
sudfuiuen biadluausndmsuiulianpsmsafussAudwsedionvmaees
4 & 1 A . $ < oA A '
iniuaeseemmiugdiuglugl  fmauationbisiicsinesaninginiaiisinnnham
c’ LR =y P ) =, 1 1 oy 1 o I 1
Fanziinsligiuissnudeadssmuluhavaniddvbiliousmmiuamanlild
o B ol L) oy A 1 (= n‘ I - oy A ]
sudfudafiuaudnma  Usrluefinadnandaliifiufienudaihndoustumis

-

phsunAdusgasaanm

MUANM NN ITEUAILIAAYTWIAALBNULEM LB BNINMIGAZAT
Var ¥ ar L-J - L J - g ar
wadladann gussiuslavenmnih v nuderassadiuiiuiisss  (tuth)

IJ .ll ar A - ar ¥ o L3 ] ] n. J L=
faumilandawaniunasdamuenudasinanigahlugmawischaanngstuluin

4 ] ar ol r :} o ==
Wafimwwsiusrsllgansudurausa wadhjanhiiduduuaui
[ 1 - o & 4 = .ﬁ 1 o ar 1
wlandssuaehiteawuinnaumuanuderesn  smulaeniiuiithguehmaaus

widsddunieliusrisurasithuRewlddudstusnumianszvnail

Gita’s secret garden was walled on all sides and overgrown with grass
and vines. Two six-foot stone cobras reared out of cracked and empty water

tanks. Their tongues protruded, their hoods were spread. Jesse, as he passed
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one, reached out toward the tongue, then jerked back in case it suddenly came

alive and spat venom at him. He wasn’t taking any chances in this strange

countr !.35
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“Right here in this garden,” she said, “my grandfather, who was
a rajah and a great saint, was eaten by a tiger.” Dramatically she pointed

to the spot in the corner beneath a tree.

Jesse looked at her in astonishment, Raju with suspicion.™

(...) “This,” she said, “belonged to the tiger that ate my grandfather.”

 Ibid., p. 131.
% Ibid.
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Again Jesse, despite himself, was impressed. He took it from her

and studied it and did not hear Raju whisper to the girl, “You can’t fool me.

I’ve heard that story a thousand times. But he doesn’t know that.”*’
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Jesse held the tooth up. “Your grandfather must have been pretty tough
if the tiger lost this on him.”

For a moment there was a standoff, and Jesse wondered how she would

take it, as a joke or an insult ; then she smiled and took the necklace back. **
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** Ibid., p. 132.
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Nothing that Dean had anticipated had prepared him for flight in
the mountains.It was a small, single-engined aircraft with the words

Royal Bhutan on the fuselage in maroon. When the pilot invited him

into the cockpit, he could not believe the altimeter.”
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(...he could not believe the altimeter.)
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On the way back, Dean looked out.

Land? Land where? All he could see was mountain.*
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The runway was a strip of grass. Customs and Immigration was a man

in a robe in his hut. Then they were off, in a bullock cart, heading north into

* Ibid., p. 141.
“ Ibid., p. 142.
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the hills, an American and his son, two monks, a Lama, a nun, two Nepalese

children, and a monkey. The road was no more than pebbles. A mountain

stream gurgled. Giant yaks peered at them from rhododendron bushes, then
snuffled away uninterested. An occasional bullock cart trundled past.*
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Dean saw a baby tied into the saddlebag of a horse, like a Seattle kid

strapped into a bicycle chair, and as they went ever northward and ever

upward, he realized that he was feeling homesick, but not for Seattle. Seattle
was lost in time and distance. He realized that such was the human ability
to adapt, he was homesick for Kathmandu—and after only two nights in the

place. Because at least Kathmandu was a town. At least Kathmandu was in

the Third World. This place was another planet.**
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(...) and one of its deepest and most recurring images of the Other. In addition,

the Orient has helped to define Europe (or the West) as its contrasting image,

idea, personality, experience.”’

“ Edward W. Said, Orientalism, pp. 1-2.



102

4 o ﬁ. d" & - da’dv (] »” ar o [~
WasnnniinngGaaiithnsuednanninisnsusisianududiaiii
wanaugasyasiaussauiisaiiliagUssdwdnlumsudafan lanmetidam

o ar s & o o o LA - a L d
aufu  awuianwhbifawssansanieanuidnaulavaswalanduiiuazees

. AJ ar v -J LY ar =y et J
aindineniulasasdlanieiiiemssaniuuasuilnaduenii

&g o w W o ad o L J 4 & o
vannniilasnnlupusnilssRudissniudnumineasdauiuitaime
1asuandnanndiruneumdsagmineenisusssn sundsewdl dawn  Usngn

wiomsiiias  Fenq imaildaniidiumvualannaiuasimendzean duiuwunba

(]
-

&= o -, -; . =) c‘ ar o A 1 1] ol
yswadtsumnaghnoimedaiihbaafennmsidauandiudnlvieiiivn

dagenan  Liisziennanufenaelsswusudiaidn

o = = ar - ar v - e v [
Wawsfindeialugukasldwuiummaasiindudugnuaaagond

liundudndudueh ldmanuasvaiiu

Jesse dropped Dean’s hand and slowly began to walk toward them,
with Raju a pace behind and Gita in the rear, and Dean remembered the day
he and Lisa went to see Jesse in his new school. They had watched through
the fence and had seen a big kid come up and push Jesse. Lisa had started
forward, but Dean had pulled her back, just as Jesse hit the kid in the belly
and walked on. He was his father’s son ; he knew how to deal with bullies,

and now here he was, half a world away from home, walking toward fifty

strangers in robes without so much as a backward glance."
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" Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p. 145.
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He stopped at a portico, where three monks were crouched over a table.

Dean had never seen such intricacy. The mandala was six feet in diameter, a

giant, multicolored jigsaw made of sand, symmetrical it seemed to the nearest
grain. The oldest monk delicately picked out a pinch of red sand from one of a

group of pots, held it between thumb and forefinger, then placed it in the

pattern and smoothed it over.”

* Ibid., p. 146.
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The monk smiled again and turned away. Dean slapped his left hand on
his biceps and snapped his fingers. There, he said to himself. There’s a hand

signal for you, an all-American fuck-you signal.*®
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Chompa’s first impression as he scanned the crowds in the Arrivals Hall

was of bewildering variety :..."

19 Ibid., pp. 149-150.
7 Ibid., p. 26.
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(...) so that he would be the first to step into America. Then he blinked,
startled as the glass wall hissed and parted without a hand touching it,.. e
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(...), and Tenzin was through, bowing and saying welcome and

pointing to something called a parking lot...

Chompa’s brain could not take in the sights through the windows. He

grew uncomfortably aware of Lama Norbu’s disapproval and realized

that his mouth was open and his tongue limp on his bottom lip. Open your

mouth and catch mosquitoes. He clamped it shut so fast that he bit his tongue.”
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The freeways, as Tenzin called them, swooped over bridges and across
water, joining up and separating again like so many ant trails, but with cars

speeding along them. And the buildings were surely a mirage, some kind of

optical illusion, like a mandala only without any symmetry.”’
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First impressions were a disappointment. Dean had expected something

alien. He'd seen the commercials and enough travelogues. At worst he

% Ibid.
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expected squalor, at bést something exotic, but Kathmandu Airport at
night could have been Cincinnati. Clouds hid the Himalayas, and ali he

could see from the taxi on the way to the hotel was the occasional

twinkling light.”’
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(...) but if he had known that he would be wandering up an alley watched by a

couple of scrawny goats, alongside a stream trickling God knows what

obscenities, them maybe he'd have thought twice...and the building he

was being led to looked like something out of Auschwitz.”’
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Reception was a table and a desk but no clerk and no formalities. The

young monks led them along a narrow corridor, dotted with small blue doors,

and Dean remembered that they called monks' room cells, didn't they?**
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*! Ibid., pp. 110-111.
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Dean looked in and saw a single naked lightbulb flickering uncertainly,
two narrow iron beds with mattresses that looked like slabs out of a morgue.

The lavatory was “en-suite,” a cracked enamel bowl. There was a small

window with shutters overlooking a courtyard.*
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Dean glanced anxiously at Jesse to see how he was taking this idea of

a Himalayan cell block,... *°
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If the essence of Orientalism is the ineradicable distinction between
Western superiority and Oriental inferiority, then we must be prepared to

note how in its development and subsequent history Orientalism deepened

and even hardened the distinction.’® —
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* Ibid., p. 112.
% Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 42.
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He got up and began to unpack, wondering what they did for cupboards

here. He hadn't expected a jacuzzi or a mini-bar, but maybe a wire coat

57
hanger....”" .
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“Jeans?” he said. “He was wearing jeans?”

“Oh, yes,” Tenzin said, chuckling. “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.

It's a Western saying.”*
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57 Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p. 112.
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“See,” he said pointing to the tower that dominated the skyline.
“Beautifisl, isn't it? One of the highest buildings on the West Coat.
Six hundred and five feet tall. And the bay, see. It's called Puget Sound,
and the hill over there is Mount Rainier.*
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Chompa opened his eyes, thinking that perhaps Tenzin was guilty of

the sin of pride in his adopted country, but it did not matter. If it were a sin,

it was a very minor one. The voice chattered on excitedly.®

5 1bid.
 Ibid.
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Chompa had always been known for the power of his imagination,
but nothing that he had anticipated about America had prepared him for
this thing known as a monorail, this sealed tube of metal, traveling along
a single track at, Jesse had told him, thirty miles an hour, fifty feet from
the ground, swooping and bending between the buildings, above the traffic,

sometimes seeming to go through the great glass buildings before swerving

aside, then diving between towering canyons of concrete.®'

* Ibid., p. 53.
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What matters here is that Asia speaks through and by virtue of the
Evropean imagination, which is depicted as victorious over Asia, that
hostile “other” world beyond the seas.®

A line is drawn between two continents. Europe is powerful and
articulate ; Asia is defeated and distant, Aeschylus represents. Asia, makes
her speak in the person of the aged Persian queen, Xerxes’ mother. It is
Europe that articulates the Orient; this articulation is the prerogative, not of
a puppet master, but of a genuine creator, whose life-giving power represents,

animates, constitutes the otherwise silent and dangerous space beyond familiar

boundaries.®

52 Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 56.
* 1bid., p. 57.
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His smile was stitched across his face in a pretense of enjoyment
because it would not do to show fear in front of the boy, but his eyes
betrayed him. His eyes did not smile. They stared at one spot, and his
knuckles, grasping the seat in front of him, looked like lines of pebbles.
Now and again he glanced at Lama Norbu and drew strength from him.**

The machine erupted out pf a canyon into brilliant sunshine and ran
for a while alongside the bay, and Chompa looked behind to see how the
dark-haired woman was taking it. Maria smiled at him as if to comfort him,

and he felt better, knowing that she, who seemed like a stranger here, was

unafraid. But why did they need to go so fast?®
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Jesse would know, and Chompa, as he, felt like the child with Jesse

% Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, pp. 53-54.
5 Ibid., p. 54.
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as the adult.®
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“This isn't fast,” Jesse said, as if it were a dumb question.

“Wait till you go on a roller coaster.”

Whatever a roller coaster was, Chompa wanted nothing to
do with it."
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The Oriental is irrational, depraved (fallen), childlike, “different,” thus

the European is rational, virtuous, mature, “normal.”®
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The old man was looking around him, as curious as a child,...*
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% Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 40.
% Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p. 54.
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IAURINULSILAeETUDDNITBAULD (...because the Orient was weaker than the West, which

elided the Orient’s difference with its weakness.) ™
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A van-was hired, and Dean offered to drive. The Tibetans did not seem

too keen and it would give him something to do, a chance to take charge a little,
to be something other than a chaperon. It was a wreck with a gearshift and he'd
driven automatic for years, but he soon got the hang of it. Kathmandu was
chaos anyway, and he happily bumped along with Chompa next to him. When

he cut off a pudrej. Chompa grinned at him

™ Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p- 204.
™ Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p. 29.
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“When in Rome, do like Romans,” he said, and Dean wondered where he

had come across the saying. "
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This “object” of study will be, as is customary, passive,

non-participating, endowed with a “historical” subjectivity, above all,

non-active, non-autonomous, non-sovereign with regard to itself...
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“The Abbot will see them now,” Sangay said.

And maybe it was the patronizing monk who did it, but Dean

suddenly came all over competitive. Go on Jesse, he said to himself,
Win.™

Dean held his breath. He had not known how he would react. it

seemed a century ago that he had pacified Lisa by saying that it wouldn't

™ Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p.150.
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be Jesse, that they'd found another candidate, that the odds were stacked
against a foreigner. Though he wasn't a betting man, he'd figured that an

old Tibetan lama would rather inhabit the body of a Kathmandu kid than

a supporter of the Seattle Seahawks...but when Lama Norbu walked toward
Raju, Dean felt a tug of disappointment. Maybe it was the American in him,
but he knew now that, whatever the consequences, he had wanted Jesse to
be the Chosen One. Ever since he had accepted the plane tickets from the
old man, he had felt that it would pay the monks back many times over if
Jesse were the one, because otherwise it was a terrible waste of time and
money. But even as he thought this, Dean realized that he was rationalizing,

that he wanted Jesse to be chosen because it was un-American just to take part,

and it was certainly un-American to come second, Buddhism or no

Buddhism.
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“I know. Big day, Jesse Long-Ears.”

It was the first time that he had used the nickname the old man had given
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his son, and Jesse grinned at him. The demon of jealousy had been
defeated. ™
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He ran across the parapet and down the stairs and reached the courtyard
Jjust in time to see Lama Norbu prostrate himself yet again, this time in front
of Jesse, and through the crowd of excited monks, he saw Jesse mimic him, go

down on his knees, the boy and the old man touching foreheads. Then the old

man’s voice boomed a third time... 7
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And it was Jesse who put the question, Jesse who had never been

backward at coming forward.
“But how can we all be Lama Dorje?"
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The speech had exhausted him and he leaned against one of the monks

™ fhid., p. 155.
7 Ibid., pp.155-156.
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for support. Then Jesse saw his father, ran to him and leapt into his arms.
“Dad, Dad,” he burbled enthusiastically, “we are all Lama Dorje. Raju,
Gita, and me.”
“ know. Big day, Jesse Long-Ears.”
It was the first time that he had used the nickname the old man had given
his son, and Jesse grinned at him. The demon of jealousy had been defeated.
“Which one are you?” he said. “The body, speech, or mind?”
“The body,” he said. “No, the mind.” He shrugged. “I don't know.

It doesn't matter.” He squirmed out of Dean's grip and slithered to the
ground. “I gotta go, Dad. The Abbot wants to see us.”"”
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Now that he was a tulku, Jesse was no longer afraid, no longer

homesick or apprehensive about the boys in their robes. Everyone

” Ibid., pp.156-157.
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seemed to want to make him happy ; grown men bowed_ before him,

and he began to feel important and wondered if such a feeling were

a sin®

He felt like Siddhartha leaving the palace to see the world, and he half
expected to be showered with rose petals and lotus blossoms.

Then the cacophany began. Drums began to beat, trumpets blared,
tambourines and percussion instruments shricked and clattered, and

each monk, as he passed, prostrated himseif.*'

Jesse watched the treasure piling up in front of him and accepted

the obeisances with a nod and a smile,...*
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“And this is for you... and tomorrow you will be my guide.”

“Yeah-,’
Guide? thought Lisa. His old teacher was his guide. This was

. . . 8
getting curiouser and curiouser. ?
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Lama?

McGovern blinked as he watched the two men in maroon robes
wander off to the exit, and then he remembered. A lama was a priest,
wasn’t it? So the rumors were true. Roger was a goddamn Buddhist
after all. Maybe that was where he got his telepathy from.

Amen, McGovern said to himself. two more crazies with a knife

in the land of the free; a drop in the ocean.®
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How he could not bring himself to approach them
or ring their doorbell, and Chompa sleepily nodded agreement.
Respect for privacy was paramount.
Tenzin told how he had seen Jesse at the local school
and how one day he had taken a deep breath and just walked

up to the boy’s mother at the fence....
And Chompa fell asleep.”
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“Emptiness is a big subject,” Lama Norbu said to Lisa,
then turned to Dean. “Like zero for a mathematician. But no

room will be empty if the mind is full.” He smiled at Tenzin.

“You learn that in a prison cell.” ¥

% Ibid., p.29.
¥ 1bid., p. 34.
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Lisa shot a glance at Dean and guessed what he
was thinking. He was thinking : Christ, these guys are

ex-cons. In my house.”’
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(...) because there was something about the old man’s voice, so deep,

melodious, hypnotic that a sacrilegious thought sneaked into her mind. It

was the voice of a seducer. ¥
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(...) is and almost uniform association between the Orient and sex. ...

Why the Orient seems still to suggest not only fecundity but sexual

promise (and threat), untiring sensuality, unlimited desire, deep

generative energies,...”
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¥ Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 188.



132

] ar A & nv L] J . [
dudafuinduduldemsliimoudlitug 4 20 q TumsihdaenWiamiieusuii

o = or [+
NS INMWUENEE I BIULEN

“Strutting peacocks, gliding swans, chattering monkeys,”
Dean said. “Cliché heaped upon cliché.” *
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“So? The virgin Mary had her angle. This is legend, Dean.

Mythology...”!
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She smiled. He was kidding again, playing the role

of the down-to-earth, self-made man again with no time for

* Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p. 52.
¥ Ibid.
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arty-farty literature, and suddenly,...”
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Jesse tugged at his left ear for a moment, then nodded. “I think I am,”
he said. “I am Lama Dorje.”

The old man smiled. “We’ll have to see about that,” he said.
“Then if I’'m not, why did you come to our house.”
Perfectly logical, Maria thought, and the old man could not answer it.

Instead, he just langhed, tweaked Jesse’s nose, and said, “You ask a lot of . .

guestions.”

Jesse was disappointed. It was like when he was vounger and when

his mom and dad were stumped and thev just said, “Because....””

%2 Ibid.
% Ibid., p. 56.
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He was about to press home his advantage when Maria leaned
forward and whispered a suggestion. It was a good one. He wished he’d
thought of it himself.

“Yes, Maria, yes,” he said and clenched his fists in triumph. He
woutd show them where the Buddha lived. *
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* Ibid., pp. 56-57.
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Chompa stared at it in astonishment, amazed that nonbelievers
in the West had gone to the trouble to give the Buddha pride of place
in their city. It showed tolerance and compassion for the beliefs of others.

These were not narrow-minded people. Indeed, he thought, they are more

open than we are, for there were no statues to the man they called Jesus in
Bhutan. *
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But she wasn’t laughing. “Maybe,” she said. “But how often

does a little boy from Seattle get to learn about another world? It’s

like a fairy tale come true.®
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“Except that it’s not true, is it?” He had become suddenly angry.
“I don’t believe in reincarnation. Not like this, anyway. Coming
back as a specific person with a name, address, and telephone number.
And neither do youn.”
He was expecting an answer, demanding that she agrees with him,

but she said nothing.

% Ibid., p. 64.
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“QOr do you?” he insisted.

“No.” 7
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Dean wanted reassurance from her, He wanted her to back up

his skepticism, but she couldn’t do it. She kept seeing the face of the

old man and hearing the dignity in his voice. To agree with Dean would
somehow mean betraying the Lama, and she could not bring herself to do it.
“We don’t know much about anything,” she said. “And absolutely
nothing about the most important things of all. We don’t know why we
were born. Or if there is a why.”
She looked up and dared him to contradict her, to contradict the

great why-are-we-here? question that none of the biggest brains on the

planet had answered. **
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“1 know,” Dean said. “I was listening. It’s a beautiful story.
A beautiful myth.”*”
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Dean nodded. “Lama Norbu,” he said. “I have a great respect for your

religion and your culture. | know about the invasion of Tibet and the
tragedy that happened and - '%
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Dean grinned back at him. A neat allusion. But, as in all religious

parables, it proved nothing. You still needed blind faith.'*'
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Everywhere, one encountered Orientals, Arabs whose civilization,

religion, and manners were so low, barbaric, and antithetical as to merit

reconquest. (...} the theme of Europe teaching the Orient the meaning

of liberty : which is an idea that Chateaubriand and everyone after him

believed Orientals, and especially Muslims, knew nothing about.

Of liberty, they know nothing; of propriety, they have none : force
is their God. When they go for long periods without seeing
conquerors who do heavenly justice, they have the air of soldiers
without a leader, citizens without legislators, and a family without

a farther....

Chateaubriand puts the whole idea in the Romantic redemptive terms of
a Chistian mission to revive a dead world,to quicken in it a sense of its
own potential, one which only a European can discern underneath a
lifeless and degenerate surface. For the traveler this means that he must
use the Old Testament and the Gospels as his guide in Palestine;only in

this way can the apparent degeneration of the modern Orient be gotten

1! thid., p. 84.
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Dean’s smile died on him.

“Now you look angry,” the Lama said.

“I am,” Dean said. “Taking children away from their families.
In this country we call it kidnapping.”
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Dean had had enough of all this. His son was more interested in

the old fraud than in him:-He roughly lifted him up. It was time to go.'*
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"2 Edward W. Said, Orientalism, p. 172.

1% Gordon Mcgill, Little Buddha, p. 85.
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They drove in silence, father and son, Dean’s hands tight-knuckled
on the wheel. He knew his anger was a jealous pique, and the knowledge
merely reinforced the problem. So the old boy was a nice guy? So what?
So he played games with teacups? So he gave presents to strangers? So
he’d come halfway around the world to see Jesse? So what? The very
notion of traveling to the Himalayas was absurd. How could the old guy

have the gall to ask? It was like proposing on a first date._ It was crazy.

It was goddamn un-American.'®

Ussloaith <oz hildHduwuused®y (it was crazy. It was
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%3 Ibid., p. 87.
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“You know,” he said, “at the funeral | wished I did believe in
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reincarnation.

J J ar J ar - - o r
dsrleafih  “anannbisieadadasmsndumainifiessey” dah
o v ooy é & w lné 1 o ar o - ar ¥ ia
A 1] LU Qlﬂﬂ‘tﬂ’](ﬂ:ﬁ'}uﬂﬂ HLED LULTARNTINAUTIANILART AR IUBMADLLLUAUA
o ﬁ v a oo -=| [ T T o ol ¢
[ic}a) QHi]ﬂﬁaENﬂ'uI.t'l.l'mGII.I.UU'I‘_!'i'W‘mﬂuﬂu'numﬂmuaanamﬁuﬂﬂﬂﬂi}iﬂummlﬂ‘i‘wﬂ

W v ol o ar = ar d ] o A‘l 1 J -4
Tuunmu'rmﬁ"mium'mmunm'imﬂ'mmﬂmuaaﬂmmlﬂummmﬂutnﬂ'n e NRTRIN 2R 1]

wAusas

v ar w | - ara, v o -
Eﬂizwuﬁ(‘lﬂ“ﬂ"ﬂ'\unq:u'] lﬂuilﬂ‘iz‘)ﬁ?l a\l“izwﬂﬁ{m\’ lﬂu(‘ia\]ﬂ']ﬂ“

ar LI =t e P ¥ | o « & o o w LA 4 L= <l
mmuaafmLﬂunwawnu'luuia«.a‘mmmwummmuum'luﬁaungﬂs:wuﬁmﬁmﬂn«aaﬁ

% Ibid., p.101.



143

1 o ) 1 T =& - |

T camandoeser ignunsblumndiingdng  dudniuGsemnemny
& . [ ¥ PR - ol o

MADT MMmaLnNeinsassuawadinduda luaasrsannaindaning

an

Jet lag had been filed under Fairy Stories, like Father Christmas

and the legend of Siddhartha, except that he wanted to believe in
Siddhartha."”
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First impressions were a disappointment. Dean had expected something

alien. He'd seen the commercials and enough travelogues. At worst he expected

squalor, at best something exotic, but Kathmandu Airport at night could have

been Cincinnati. Clouds hid the Himalayas, and all he could see from the taxi
on the way to the hotel was the occasional twinkling light.'®

7 Ibid., p. 105.
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Then they got out. They were in some sort of alley. Two monks were
picking up the bags and motioning them to follow. Dean groaned loud enough
for Chompa to ask what was wrong. He said, “Nothing.” He couldn’t be rude -
to his hosts. They were picking up the tab after all, but if he had known that he

would wandering up an alley watched by a couple of scrawny goats, alongside

a stream trickling God knows what obscenities, them maybe he’d have thought

twice...and the building he was being led to looked like something out of

Auschwitz.'”

"8 1bid., pp. 110-111.
19 Ibid., p. 111.
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Reception was a table and a desk but no clerk and no formalities.

The young monks led them along a narrow corridor, dotted with small

blue doors,..."°
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Dean looked in and saw a single naked lightbulb flickering uncertainly,

two narrow iron beds with mattresses that looked like slabs out of a morgue.

The lavatory was "en-suite," a cracked enamel bowl. There was a small

window with shutters overlooking a courtyard.""
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“Om mani padone hum.”’

Again and again, the mantra becoming, in Dean’s brain, the sound of a
swarm of bees. He shivered. Sweat broke out on his forehead and upper lip.
His memory dredged up terrible sermons of his Presbyterian childhood, of
the price of sin being an eternity of hellfire, and the awful panic when he

was six and burnt his finger on a match and could not comprehend the notion

of an eternity of that scorching pain...""
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Kathmandu,

"2 Ibid., p. 115.
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Geography had never been one of Dean’s strongest subjects.

Kathmandu was one of those places you could spell three or four

ways. There was something about a little green-eyed idol to the

north of it, wasn’t there? The town where old hippies went to die.

If he had considered it at all in his subconscious, he would

have expected filth an despair, poverty and sly villains out of

Indiana Jones tugging at his sleeve.

What he saw was bustle and color, a swirl of perpetual

motion, of seemingly happy-go-lucky chaos. The insults traded

between drivers, the cyclists and motorized rickshaw bikes

seemed haphazard and even affectionate. A cow chewed the cud

in the middle of the street. And at last, there, in all their magnificence,

were the Himalayas. '°
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"2 Gordon Mcgill,Little Buddha, pp. 115-116.



