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Abstract

This book begins with a discussion about Thorongi caravan traders as long-distance traders,
and their community as a trade diaspora. Chapter 1 provides the historical context of the emergence of
the Thorongi long-distance trade diaspora, as well as its place and role in the context of contemporary
transnational trade. Chapter 2 discusses history of the Thorongi long-distance trade since Thorong was
part of the Tibet geopolitical influence until it became a part of Nepal nation-state. This transformation
intertwined with the shifting of old trade route, from one that connected North-South between China/Tibet
and South Asia, to one that connected between South and Southeast Asia. The end of the chapter
investigates how the case of Thorongi long-distance trade diaspora might provide some insights for
understanding and rethinking “diaspora” as an analytical concept. Chapter 3 is a result of ethnographic
field research, which explores the socio-cultural context of Thorongi long distance trade. This includes
the relationship between trade and religious outlooks, fund-raising for trade, and the relationships
between Thorongi traders and local communities abroad at each trading site. The end of the chapter
explores the conditions under which particular economic activities become legitimate or illegitimate.
Using the concepts of “peddling trade” and “political capitalism” to frame the analysis, Chapter 4
investigates the relationship between Thai state and various groups of foreign traders who had come into
the Thai state to trade.  Since Ayudhaya, this includes a group of foreign traders who were interested in
setting up a state in foreign lands — the European merchants who came into Asia during the colonial time
in the form of trading companies that were interested in setting up trading post empires. It is the role of
these European merchants in setting up a state, and the role of small peddling traders in this process,
that is the focus of the chapter. Chapter 5 discusses how “peddling trade” and “political capitalism” as
an analytical category might help improve our understanding of contemporary transnational trade,
including the transnational trade that is not under the control of the state.  This chapter also explores
how and why the relationship between the state and foreign traders is one of both cooperation and
conflicts. In a state where rulers are also important traders in the state, is it at all possible for the state
to avoid conflicts with some groups of foreign merchants? Chapter 6, the last chapter, explores whether
problems that are often attributed to “informal” economic activities are really problems specific to the
‘informal’ economic activities, and whether the “problems” and the existence of “informal” economic

activities will disappear if the state were to increase efforts in formalizing those activities.
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