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Goals and Standards for Foundation English I and 1T

Definitions of Terms
Thai University English Foundation Courses 1 and 2 have been framed
around two goals and seven standards.

Goals

The goals cover two areas in which students need to develop competence in
English: social language, and academic language. Each goal is supported by
standards. Upon meeting these standards, students will have developed competence
to function in a basic range of academics and social contexts.

Standards

The seven standards indicate more specifically what students should know
and be able to do as a result of instruction. The standards in Goal I focus on using
English to accomplish personal and social interaction tasks, including addressing
cultural differences. The standards in Goal 2 are concerned with using English to
accomplish personal and academic tasks, to further study, and to promote life-long
learning. Both Goals specifically target the use of learning strategies to enhance the
use of English for social and academic purposes.

Descriptors

The descriptors are broad categories of discrete, representative behaviors
that students exhibit when they meet a standard. They reflect a range of behaviors
that is needed to use English effectively and accurately in personal, social, and
academic circumstances.

Sample Progress Indicators*

The sample progress indicators list assessable, observable activities that

students may perform to show progress toward meeting the designated standard.
These progress indicators represent a variety of instructional techniques that may be
used by teachers to determine how well students are doing and they can be achieved
by all students at some level of performance.
Because students enter universities with different levels of English, the progress
indicators represent a sampling of activities that can be demonstrated by the
students at different proficiency levels of English (beginning, intermediate,
advanced).

*Notes: These indicators are just samples. They may be omitted, modified or more
can be added depending on each institution’s requirements.
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Foundation English I and II

Goal 1: To use English to communicate in social settings both inside and
outside the university:

Standard 1: Students will use spoken and written English for personal statement,
and for enjoyment and enrichment.

Descriptors:
1. expressing needs, feelings, values, ideas, and opinions
2. getting personal needs met
3. describing, reading about, or participating in favorite activities

Sample progress indicators:
1. describe feelings, emotions, or opinions after watching a movie or listening to
a song
2. indicate interests, opinions, or preferences related to certain topics or class
projects
3. make recommendations about a place, a film etc.

Standard 2: Students will use spoken and written English to participate
appropriately in social interaction.
Descriptors:
1. sharing information, ideas, opinions, traditions, and values
2. requesting information and assistance
3. expressing needs and feelings
4. engaging in conversation through various channels (e.g. phones, face-to-face,
e-mails, chats, etc.)
5. using appropriate degree of formality in different settings
Sample progress indicators:
1. correspond with friends on familiar topics such as family and university
2. express opinions on contemporary issues (narrative, descriptive, explanatory
and argumentative)
. negotiate solutions to problems, interpersonal misunderstandings, and disputes
4. request and give information in a formal setting such as an interview or
meeting
. defend and argue a position (argumentative and logical)
. discuss preferences
7. offer and respond to greetings, compliments, invitations, introductions, and
farewells
8. make polite requests

(98]

AN DN

Standard 3: Students will recognize and understand cultural differences.
Descriptors:
1. recognizing and interpreting differences in verbal and nonverbal
communication
2. observing and modeling how others speak and behave in a particular situation
or setting
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recognizing differences in social and cultural traditions and values
recognizing differences in cultural perspectives and determining appropriate
topics for interaction

Sample progress indicators:

1.

[98)

use appropriate gestures, body language and oral expressions for greetings,
leave-takings, complimenting, showing gratitude, apologizing, asking for
clarification, planning activities and classroom interactions

. identify nonverbal cues that cause misunderstanding
. select appropriate topics in social interactions
. write or talk about the similarities and differences of Thai and other cultures

on a variety of issues (e.g. holidays, celebrations, work habits, play).

Standard 4: Students will use appropriate learning strategies to extend their

communicative competence.

Descriptors:

1. focusing attention selectively

2. using context to construct meaning

3. practicing the language and exploring the alternative ways of saying things

4. asking for clarification and seeking support and feedback from others

5. selecting different media to help understand language

6. self-monitoring and self-evaluating language development

Sample progress indicators:

1. question critically to find answers

2. draw conclusions or inferences from contexts

3. recite and practice language chunks or formulaic expressions in order to
form language, e.g. conversation

4. recombine practiced language, e.g. words, phrases, or structures, to convey
simple messages

5. paraphrase to ensure understanding

6. ask peers or teachers for needed words or expressions, or for explanation and
examples.

7. use a dictionary or electronic dictionary to check spelling, find the meaning,
select an appropriate choice of word and idiom, and to practice
pronunciation.

8. create semantic maps or diagrams to learn vocabulary or to construct
meaning.

9. write a journal to record learning experience, problems and appropriate ways
to solve the problems.

10. understand the meaning of nonverbal cues, such as signs and gestures, in
order to comprehend listening and reading passages

Goal 2: To use English to help achieve personal and academic goals and

to promote life-long learning:

Standard 1: Students will use English to access and process information and to

construct knowledge in both spoken and written forms.

Descriptors:

I.

gathering information from different sources
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2. retelling information
3. selecting, connecting, presenting, explaining and interpreting information
4. comparing and contrasting information
5. demonstrating knowledge through application
Sample progress indicators:
1. use educational media or related sources, e.g. books, newspapers, and the
Internet to discover relevant information in order to complete a learning task
2. summarize lectures, articles, or films in oral and written forms
3. locate, select and organise materials needed to complete a task
4. define, compare, and classify objects ( e.g. according to number, shape,
color, size, function, physical characteristics
5. describe similarities and differences in ideas and opinions
6. construct and present a chart or other graphic showing processed data
Standard 2: Students will use English to participate in academic contexts.
Descriptors:
1. following oral and written instructions

el

asking and answering questions

requesting and providing clarification/information

participating in discussion

presenting information, stating ideas, justifying opinions, and explaining
action

Sample progress indicators:

p—

Al

follow instructions in oral and written forms

ask for clarification/information from a teacher and peers
take turns in class or group discussion

express opinions in class or group discussion

give reasons for actions and opinions

Standard 3: Students will use appropriate learning strategies to acquire, construct,

and apply academic knowledge and to develop critical thinking skills.

Descriptors:
1. determining and establishing the conditions that help one become an
effective learner
2. focusing attention selectively
3. hypothesizing and predicting
4. formulating and asking questions
5. planning how and when to use learning strategies and using them
appropriately in a learning task
6. actively connecting new information to information previously learned
7. applying self-monitoring and self-corrective strategies to build and expand a
knowledge base
Sample progress indicators:
1. understand different purposes of reading and use appropriate reading
technique to suit the purpose (also for listening, writing, speaking)
2. use a variety of emphasis techniques such as underlining, starring or coding

to focus on important points or information in a passage when reading
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use schema to help understand the story when reading and listening

clarify and restate information as needed

practice by repeating, rehearsing, experimenting, consciously applying
rules, imitating, using wider world to enlarge exposure to English (e.g. TV,
radio, the Internet, etc.) and talking to self in English

transfer information into the form preferred or easier to understand and
memorize for use

use reference materials such as dictionaries, glossaries, thesaurus, grammar
books, etc. to solve problems in reading, writing, pronunciation, vocabulary,
etc. reflect on their language learning in class and evaluate how well they are
learning and think about what could be done to improve the learning process
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