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ABSTRACT
Project Code : RDG4630028
Project Title : Vocational Situation of Persons with Disabilities in Thailand : A Documentary
Reveiw
Investigators : Kachondham Pimpa. Ratchasuda College, Mahidol University

Email address : rspkc@mahidol.ac.th

Project Duration : May 2003 — April 2004

This study had two objectives: to collect and synthesize all published documents
related to vocational aspects of person with disabilities and to offer direction for future
research in this area. Ninety research and theses which were conducted during B.E. 2534-
2545 were collected, analyzed and synthesized into 6 dimensions: main factors regarding
the governmental policies and measures, factors from enterprises, persons with disabilities,
family roles, roles of non-governmental organization and organization of person with
disabilities, and work-related technology.

It was found that the majority of research reviewed focused on the factor regarding
the government policies and measures. Although various government measures had been
implemented, there had been little accomplishment in the employment situation of persons
with disabilities due to no penalty for those who do not comply to the law. Most of the
government vocational rehabilitation centers put more emphasis on the vocational training
than other vocational services. However, only small number of persons with disabilities could
get into the training centers each year. Though the majority of employers and co-workers
had positive attitude toward disabled workers, their knowledge about persons with disabilities
was limited. Most of person with disabilities stilled lack of skill required for the job in the
open market. Organization of/ffor persons with disabilities played an important role in
promoting employment opportunity for person with disabilities.

The major obstacle to work for persons with disabilities are lack of effective
government measures such as the education and the public transportation system.

The recommendations are that: if the country wants to improve the employment
situation of persons with disabilities, it needs to have effective government mechanisms and
social support, which are based on concept of equalization. There should be more research
on evaluation of various vocational projects, work-related technology development and work
adjustment since the scarcity of research in these areas is very noticeable.

Keywords:Vocational rehabilitation, Vocational Training, Employment and Person with disabilities
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