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Abstract

This is a preliminary study to assess the possibility to establish an Occupational
Health and Safety Management (OHSM) Learning Center at Bangsai Folk Art and Craft
center, the support foundation of H.M. Queen Sirikit of Thailand. The study also includes
management plans and recommendations on how to develop the center effectively.

Methods of the study included interviewing of key persons, focus group
discussions, and workplace survey. The research team also visited the Science museum
to get some idea about the museum establishment. Framework of the study focused on
4 topics: 1) Planning for the structure and administrative management of the OHSM
Learning Center; 2) Design and Improvement of working conditions and environment; 3)
Preparation of knowledge and media for the center; 4) Planning for setting up of
occupational health service unit. Regarding workplace survey, the research team
selected only 4 workshops, e.g. glassblower, ceramics, metal work, and woodwork, for
pilot study.

The results show that it is very suitable and necessary to establish the OHSM
Learning Center at the Bangsai Folk Art and Craft center. Since it is a unique training
center for Thai handicrafts, all trainees who attend the courses can learn both vocational
subjects and occupational health and safety at the same time. In addition, employees
and people who are interested in OHSM can learn about this topic as well. The
possibility in achievement of the OHSM Learning Center establishment is high because
the top policy maker and administrative committees agree and support the idea of
setting up the center.

According to workplace survey, improvement of working conditions and
environment can be conducted immediately within a reasonable cost. The process of
improvement may get some support from other relevant organizations. The learning
subjects and media can also be developed within short period of times. The philosophy
of this learning center is based on the concept of on the job training. All trainees study
the OHSM topics from the real working situation so that this center can be called as “live

museum”. All details of the master plan are in the report of this study.



In conclusion, establishment of OHSM Learning Center is very essential and
useful for the country. It will provide an opportunity for the public, especially Thai people
in rural areas, to learn about occupational health and safety. However, resources and
investment need to supply and support in order to achieve the goal. Therefore, all
relevant organizations including all experts in this field need to collaborate and

contribute in this important and laborious job.
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