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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this project on “Study for an Effective Model on
Monitoring and Inspection of Air Quality by Local Communities in Bangkok™ are :
(1) to determine factors and conditions required for readiness in mobilizing community
own effort of participation (2) to establish community learning process for implementing
the “Model” in actual situation (3) to analyze the effectiveness of Environmental Act and
other regulations including local government management pertinent to the “Model” to
work in Bangkok communities.

Questionnaire was proved to be useful way to acquire individual willingness to
participate and to stimulate awareness level other than standard information and opinion
towards environment, health, living, social and career, etc. . Area survey, dialogue,
discussion sessions were the most powerful approaches for learning and knowing each
community.

The study showed that major factors and conditions necessary to bring about
suitable model were first of all the leadership quality of leader at all levels. Improvement
of awareness on health impact, quality of life, public responsibility and contribution were
among the list of importance. The last but not least was motivation to participate in the
community project. Implementation of the “Model” was tested following these
consecutive steps as a requirement for success.

- information collection and survey

- full cooperation from community leader with attitude towards community-self protection
- pollution index map construction to be used as a tool for campaign activity target
- continuous promotion of campaign activities to build up joint participation, human
relation and to create moral incentive to all members given greater cooperation

- provision of training and practice for the project working group on coordination steps
with local and /or national government agencies in order to improve confidence and know-

how in communication with government departments in an effective manner
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- establishment of “ information center” to be a platform for communication, knowledge
update and exchange, awareness stimulation, networking, activity event, environment
news and a meeting place of the community
-training and practice in documentation and immediate execution of each observation on
any pollution incident in and around the community

The “Model” when applied to the 5 areas chosen in Bangkok had given different
implementation details due to community nature although with the same pollution issue.
Base on each community advantage nature, it was possible to mobilize its strong points in
the management process in different emphasis but could reach the same success.
Community representing industrial neighborhood, Jomthong characterized by strong
leader and relationship among community members and volunteers did successfully carry
out its consensus to keep watching over factory activities in the area by creating its
volunteer surveillance in collaboration with District officers. Community representing
heavy traffic problem, Din Daeng had successfully utilized its leader ability in building
cooperation with local traffic police and District officer in-charge in the issue in the
combined effort of solving air pollution problem of the area. Communities in Phaya Thai
district where air flow blockage was the problem, managed to gain benefit from their
youth group volunteers who became highly aware during the course of this project giving
real concern in air quality and pollution problem. Their contribution had proven to be
effective step in initiation and stimulation on the setting up useful campaign, drawing
significant attention and participation from community members. For the community
representing a highly recognition for outstanding community of Bangkok is in Klong Sarn
District, Talard Sirintr. With their past development activity success, this community was
found highly susceptible to the “Model” idea formulated by their own efforts and could
smoothly start implementation accordingly. The success of the Model came from their
strong points of having the leader’s right attitude together with people awareness and
cooperative effort created by the combined input of participation. The last the community

representing heavy particulate matters in the air environment is in Jatujak District. This
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area is a group of 5 community units : Prom Jai Patana, Sai Koo, Soi Pakdi, Kehasatharn
Charoenchai and Saun Pak. Because of their close neighbouring therefore facing the same
highly dust pollution problem, they became united for this common cause of complaint.
With its considerable size and population, it also becomes an area of interest to both lacal
and national politicians and district officers. Various cooperation activities and projects in
development usually draw their attentions and get immediate responses. The “Model” on
participation went well beyond expectation in this case .

Strong and weakness points of the Thai Environmental Act were analyzed in
coupling with the “Model” testing stage. Weakness was evident especially in management
part when considered air pollution issue at community level. Lack of knowledge and
understanding in the law content, its scope of coverage particularly citizens’ right and
response to deal with polluters were found common to all. Unclear and sometimes
confusion in enforcement and punishment issues of what government agency has
responsibility and authority by law. The action is not consistent at present. Lack of
courage and confidence in our society in identifying polluter is found common due to
undefined safety guarantee or protection for witness or plaintiff if revealed to public and
media. Citizens rarely come forward to help identifying polluters and therefore let the
officials handle this problem themselves. Overall can be the one main difficulty and

drawback in organizing people participation against air pollution.
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