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Project Code: RDG 4640009
Project Title: Aids Campaign In Chaing Rai: Community Base Approach
Researchers: Mr. Jumroen Yaichid and colleages

Email address: yjumroen@hotmail.com

Project duration: February 2003 — July 2004

This research was a study about the community communication natures that are
related to solving AIDS-problems in the community and how those reflect the potential
of community as an important participatory part in managing AlDS-problems. Also the
study built on the integration of AIDS-education process to solve AIDS-problems in the
community. This qualitative research is carried out by in-depth interviews field
observations, participatory action research and assessment research in the three areas
of Muang, Phan and Mae Sai District.

The study found that the natures of community communication those related of
solving AIDS-problems consist of interpersonal communication such as advising and
recommending each other about preventing and stopping HIV-infections of numbers in
the community. For group communication, it has been found that the communication in
different groups of the community that determined to have AIDS-prevention success.
Furthermore, it also uses other media such as
- Personnel = members of HIV-infected group, public health officers and AIDS-

educating activists in the community.

- Public mass media = updated news about AIDS from television and radio.

- Specific media = AIDS-education programs through public mass media and
activities.

- Local folk media = folk songs and traditions of the community as an educational
media by adding facts about HIV-AIDS which is a way at communicating to bring
about AIDS-prevention and solving related problems.

Communities have potential in solving AIDS problems, for example, one
relationship structure of the community, which is called the “Family network system”.
The groups and community organizations that have potentials in solving AIDS problems

are HIV-infected network, leaders and activists in the community that are members of
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community who are concerned about love their own community. Therefore, they have
come to be a part of the community movement in managing AIDS-problems. The last
thing that has potential in solving AIDS-problems is community traditions that use
morality and religions, which causes community to give priority to AIDS-problems. As a
saying of Lanna that says “Just feeling pity on him” and “Feel its funny when it happens
to others, but feel sorry when if happens to oneself”. That is part of the traditional
thinking of community used in managing AIDS-problems.

The integration of the AIDS-education process used to solve AIDS-problems in
the community consist of two-way communication which the “receiver” and the “sender”
of messages have both formal and informal reactions all the time and there are flows of
information between every groups in the community. For educating AIDS-problems, the
study used a mixed media to have successes according to the goal of the education
activity and used the blended ideas from community wisdom with the development
ideas as the basic information in solving AIDS-problems. Furthermore, it is a way of
communication that gives weight on the participatory of members in attacking problems
as “owner of the community” status and change the way of thinking from “receiver” to
“performer of what has been thought” through the communication forums of members in
the community. The AIDS-education process for prevention and solving AIDS-problems
could only be successful if it is a communication that members in the community are
empowered to think, make decisions, and take action about the problems. This includes,
not denying support from outside organization but rather supporting each other, which

will make effective and successful at the end.
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