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Project Title: Mae Ta Chang Rehabilitation Study Project
Project Leader: Mr. Chaipant Prabha;savat

Abstract

Mae Ta Chang Rehabilitation Study Project is a participatory action research
and uses 3 sociological and anthropological concepts for understanding and analyzing
the dynamic of resource management of local community. There are 1.) community
concept, 2.) concept of rights, and 3.) watershed management of local community. The
main objectives of the project is to empower local organization for naturali management,
especially water resource, in Mae Ta Chang watershed, Chiang Mai Province by
supporting the activities of Mae Ta Chang Rehabilitation Study Committee.

The formation of the Mar Ta Chang Committee is an assembly of village
communities in watershed level which go beyond ethnic and socio-economic boundary.
The committee comprises the representatives of and user groups in Mae Ta Chang
Watershed; head of watershed user group, middle of watershed user group, tail of
watershed user group, and enterprise group

The results of the project are that the viltagers apply the local concept of
common property of local irrigation organization for water management in watershed
level. They would like to change the concept of water resource from being public
property and open access to being common property which using principle of sharing
and equity.

Moreover, in some activities, the committee applies local knowledge, especially
ritual knowledge, to be part of activity. This is the reproduction of local norm and re-
discourse of traditional resource management of local community for the public.

Opening the proportion of committee for enterprise group is to open social
sphere for local organization talking and sharing about resource management with
enterprise group by using the process of resource utilization regulation drafting among

user groups as an instrument of co-operative creation.
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Moreover, the demarcation of physical watershed for administrative propose
would demarcate the second tributary watershed of the main watershed: Ping, Wang,

Yom. Nan, Kok, and Ing. And the representativres, whom will be the committee, would

come from the real user group.



