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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study how the poverty reduction program in Kalasin
province, called “The Kalasin Model” can alleviate poverty in the province through 4 ideas consisting
(1) increasing income, (2) decreasing expenses (3) saving, and (4) saving for investment. This
research uses a system theory as a framework to develop a tool, called MIPOS, to identify related
factors making the 4 basic ideas become concrete. MIPOS stands for Milieu, Idea, Process, Output
and Outcome and Sustainability.

Based on 1,013 responses to questionnaire items, in-depth personal interviews, and focus
group interviews, the findings indicate due to the main four factors including (1) full participation in
decision making of Kalasin people at all levels, (2) cultural pride, (3) cooperation among
government agencies, NGO, and the triangle elements religious institution, school, and family and (4)
declaring itself as the first drug free province in Thailand, Kalasin people are eager to resolve their
poverty problem in order to make the first drug-free province sustained through “The Golden Dharma
and Land Program. As a result, Kalasin people’s economic status has been greatly and evidently

improved due to implementing the Kalasin model.
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