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Abstract

The legal framework on the management of land resources does not empower any
single authority. Responsibilities are however, dispersed among the ministries,
bureaus, departments as well as committees established by various pieces of
legislation or by Cabinet decisions. Under such circumstances, the management of
land resources has therefore lacked the unity of principles and directions, a
shortcoming which has been among the main reasons underlying the inefficiency of
land resources utilization.

The results of the study and the feed back from the workshops organized both in the
centre and in the regions point out to the need to draft a National Land Policy
Committee Act B.E...... Under this Act, a National Land Policy Committee would be
established to function as the “Supreme Committee” to provide a unified direction on
land management. The National Land Policy Committee should also be empowered
with the authority to lay down the policy directives at the national level for land
administration which will be used as guidelines for the concerned agencies thereby
guaranteeing unity as well as a consistency and complementary framework of
operation.

The National Land Policy Committee should be chaired either by the Prime Minister
(PM) or by the Deputy Prime Minister that has been assigned by the PM. Presiding
in both the National Land Policy Committee and the Provincial Land Policy
Committee would be resource persons who would assist in the decision making over
key issues of land use and related matters.

In setting the policy directives over land and land resources, the National Land
Policy Committee would not only need to ensure consistency with the national
development framework, but would also need to balance utilization and conservation
objectives as well as harmonize the social, economic and environmental concerns.

It has been proposed that apart from the establishment of the National Land Policy
Committee, a National Land Policy Committee Office should be created as its
operational body, in addition to the appointment of Provincial Land Policy
Committees. The mandates of the latter would be to make recommendations on the
directions and measures in land and land/soil resources management within the areas
under their immediate jurisdiction.
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