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Abstract

The purpose of this research study was to examine situations and factors attributing
to academic cheating and prevention strategies of secondary education students in Muang
Chiang Mai District during the first semester of the academic year 2003. Returned and usable
questionnaires from students and teachers were 1,397 (85.50%) and 161 (87.50%) respectively.
The results were analyzed and reported by frequencies and percentages. Respondents’ briefly
written answers on the questionnaire and information gathered from the focus groups were
categorized into major themes and explained descriptively. The following general findings were
formulat(;,d.

1. About 91% of students and 93% of teachers indicated prevalence of cheating
among friends or other students. Moreover, the majority of student respondents (77.8%) agreed
that they have ever cheated on tests and/or homework.

2. Generally, the respondents reported two main patterns of academic cheating, i.e.,
committing cheating among friends or others and doing it alone. The most common forms of
academic cheatings reported by students were copying homework from friends with their consent,
taking advantage of group work by not doing anything or doing very little, and peaking for
answers from friends while taking a test. The most common academic cheatihg reported by
teachers included students copying homework from friends with their consent, lying for
unfinished homework, and taking advantage of group work by not doing anything or doing

very little.



3. The most common punishment that students received from teachers and schools
for their cheating behavior was scolding. Both students and teachers agreed that the type of
punishment was appropriate but did nothing to deter or stop cheating. The cheating behavior
continued further.

4. The majority of students indicated that cheating was an embarrassing for
individuals’ self-worth (82.68%); they would cheat on tests only when necessary (67.43%); and
lying was seem as an opportunity to get away from individuals” responsibilities (63.64%).

They also stated that giving friends permission to copy their test answers or homework was
a way to gain acceptance from them (42.09%) while cheating on tests was easy to do (41.95%).
Moreover, cheating was reported to be fun and challenging by some students (20.26%).

5. Factors or causes of academic cheating were attributed by students themselves,
their teachers, friends, and the learning environments, Students stated that they cheated because
they could not do the test but wanted to get high scores. This was due to the ineffective teaching
methods and students’ lack of attentiveness to learning. On the other hand, teachers indicated that
students’ laziness and teachers’ neglect of their own teaching responsibilities were common
factorsl attributing to student cheating. In addition, teachers noted that competition for university
entrance examination, students’ academic weakness, and pressure from parents as additional
attributing factors to increased cheating by students. .

6. From the focus groups, younger students believed that academic cheating could
be reduced by individuals® own sense of self-worth and self-respect while the older students saw
cheating as a way of gaining acceptance from friends. However, teachers indicated that students’
lack of discipline was a more seriousv problem than cheating. Academic cheating was seen by
teachers as a deep-rooted problem within the educational system.

7. Students recommended that teachers should use the appropriate teaching methods
that motivate students to learn and enhance their understanding of what is being taught; provide
students with more opportunities to enhance their critical thinking; and use a variety of tests that
are appropriate to evaluate what students think and least on memorized facts. Also, tests should
be designed in such a manner that they are appropriate to serve a variety of student groups,
including those who may have different learning abilities. Moreover, teachers should be more

friendly and caring to individual students,



8. Teacher suggested that they should communicate regularly with students about
academic cheating and class expectations; provide students with more time for feedback and
completion of assigned school work; be friendly and caring; and prepare various test sets and

types that provide students with more opportunity to think and express their thoughts more freely.



