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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the conditions and identify problems of
foreign language education in Education Region 6 in the Northeast of Thailand. The cross-
sectional design was adopted for this survey research study. Subjects for the study were
obtained via multi-stage random sampling: Khon Kaen and Loei were thus randomly obtained
as representatives for the region. Then purposive random sampling was used in obtaining 87
institutions of all levels — primary, secondary, vocational and tertiary levels: in a large, medium,
and small districts in the two provinces. Of the 87 institutions, 70 were governmental and 17
private institutions. From each institution the school executive or person appointed by the
executive, two teachers and two students for each foreign language were interviewed, except
for the primary schools where students were not interviewed. The 385 subjects comprised 87
executives, 158 teachers, and 140 students. Three sets of questionnaires were used by the
researchers in interviewing the subjects: one set of questionnaire for each grbup of subjects.
SPSS (Statistic Package for the Social Sciences) was used for two types of data analysis: uni-
variate analysis for numbers, percentages, averages, standard deviations, medians, mades,
maximum and minimum values; and bi-variate analysis for cross tabulation of certain data.
The findings were as follows.

English with the highest number of teachers and students (a mean of 1174.5 for
students and 7.9 for teachers was taught the most among the foreign languages surveyed.
The school library was the major source of learning. The policy for foreign language

instructions was determined by the curriculum designed for compulsory education by the



Ministry of Education. Teachers were mainly recruited from a list prepared by the Ministry.
Seminars were the major means of developing the teachers' potential. Organizing exhibitions
on New Year and Christmas was the major extra-curricular support activity for the foreign
language education. As regards the teachers, the majority were female in the 40 — 49 year
age group \.'\;'ith 110 years of experienece teaching a foreign language. Most of the teachers
held a Bachelor's degree in foreign fanguage or foreign language teaching except for 40.0
per cent of the teachers in the primary schools who did not have a degree in this field. The
classroom activities used the most were lecturing, doing exercises, and translation, while
those occasionally used were role play, project work, and study trips. Assessment was based
mostly on scores from the mid-term and final exams while there were some teachers who also
used scores ffom class work, speaking tests, class attendance, and project work. The
majority of the teachers reported that they were most proficient in the reading skill (36.8%)
and wanted to improve their speaking skili the most (30.3%). In relations to the students, the
majority of which were female, their parents were farmers and employees who had an
average of Baht 10,000 monthly income. 56.1 % of the students started studying English in
the primary school. The majority of the students reported that their listening/speaking skill was
not very good while their reading/writing skill was quite satisfactory. They wished to improve
all of their language skills, realized that foreign languages were extremely important, and
wished to work in a place where foreign languages were used. Besides, the majority of the
students were satisfied with the learning activities organized by the teachers while they
themselves attended classes and regularly handed in their hormework. However, they had -
very little opportunity in practicing the languages-outside of class.

Regarding probiems in teaching and learning the foreign languages, the school
executives suggested that lack of opportunity for out-of-class practice was the most
problematic. Less problematic were the fact that the primary school teachers did not have a
degree in the field that they taught, the inadequacy of English teachers, and the students’
refuctance to express themselves in a foreign language. In the opinion of the teachers,
excessive work loads both teaching and non-teaching, and the students’ disinterest and ili-
preparation for learning the languages were most problematic. On the other hand, the
students thought that a lack of variety in teaching materials as well as insufficient amounts of

teaching materiais were problematic for them.



It was recommended that the number of students in class be reduced to 30, the
teachers’ foreign language proficiency and teaching ability be seriously and continuously
improved, and means of encouraging students to practice using the foreign Ianguage outside

of classroom be identified and implemented.
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