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Abstract

This is an analytical study of the historiography of the local history of Thailand. It
has been presented as a critical introduction for those interested in the various aspects of
the subject. It is divided into three sections. The first section gives an account of the
status of research relating to the study on the local history of Thailand during the past five
decades covering the period from the end of the 1950’s. It traces the origin of local
historical writing in Thailand in its earlier phases and describes the factors that have come
to influence its development over the years, especially in matters of purposes and
methodogy. The writer, in the second section of this monograph, discusses the nature of
local history and the specific methods deemed peculiar for study of local history. Also
raised for discussion is the question whether local history is autonomous, and in what way
it is related to the social sciences. The discussion focuses particularly on the research
methology for community history, and on its practical value and role in building
community spirit and preserving local identity in the the age of globalization. The third
section provides a comprehensive bilbliographical study of works on the local history of
Thailand which are arranged in four categories: theses, books and research papers, articles,

and works in English.
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