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Investigator: Assist.Prof.Sommai Chinnak and Thai Baan Researchers

E-mail address: sommai@]la.ubu.ac.th, schinnak(@hotmail.com

Project Duration: May 15, 2004 — May 14, 2005

Abstract

The research on “Way of Life, People and Wetlands: The Dynamic of
Natural Resource Management in Oxbow Lake of Urban Communities
between Ubon Ratchathani and Warin Chamrap Municipality, Ubon
Ratchathani Province (Phase 1)” is a study examining indigenous resource
management and networks of power among communities situated in the
interstices between the Ubon urban area and the oxbow lake and flood plain--
part of an important wetland area of Northeast Thailand.

The area under study consists of 10 communities, including Don
Ngueow, Had Saun Ya, Tha Bong Mang, Kud Pla Kow, Koo Yang, Tha Gaw
Pai, Dee Ngam, Lab Lae, Ket Keow and Had Suan Suk. Some of these
communities were members of Ubon Ratchathani’s Slum Network.

The methodology of this study involved participatory research
conducted by both academics and local villagers--a collaborative model that has
come to be called “Thai Baan” research.

The research finds that the area itself is part of the Mun River ecosystem
and constitutes an important component of the broader Mekhong River
ecosystem. Even though the ecosystem under study is located in a largely urban
area, the local inhabitants still rely on the natural resources from the oxbow
lake and flood plain for their livelihoods. The seamless relationship between
local people and natural resources has given rise to a complex and sophisticated
indigenous knowledge for resource management.

However, the study found encroaching urbanization has made this area
tinancially attractive to business and local government, and has led to the area
being rezoned in urban planning policy from public property to state and
private property. Rezoning has created intense conflict between local
government, business sectors and local people who derive their livelihoods
from the area. Under the pressure of encroaching development, the
communities have sought ways to rethink and adapt local modes of production
to fit changing socioeconomic conditions.
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The research results suggest the urban wetlands should be co-
management by all stakeholders, including local inhabitants, to cope with
ongoing and future change, and to ensure the livelihoods of the wetlands
people and the area’s biodiversity in the coming future.
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