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Abstract
The United States and the Non-traditional
Security Threats

This research paper concentrates on analyzing the United
States’ involvement in three areas of the non-traditional security
threats ; terrorism, weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and the
resource-based conflict, particularly that of oil, all against the
background of the 9/11 terrorist attacks upon the United States.

Several competing explanations are utilized to bring forth
a lively discussion on the subject ; they are, the United States as
a hegemonic or imperial power, the role of the Pentagon, the
problem of globalization, the continuity of the United States’
international security strategy and its preservation of national
interest to gain free access to oil supplies in the Middle-East
which resulted in its policy complications with the instabilities
in the region involving the use of diplomacy and in executing
two wars against Iraq.

The findings indicate that terrorism, WMD and oil are
inextricably linked necessarily to explain the U.S. policy and
initiatives and forbid any attempt to cite a single causality to
explain the U.S. behavior related to the three areas of threat and
in the pursuit of its national security in the Middle East,
with Muslim countries and within the changing international
environment after the Cold War.

An assessment is also tried to explain the 9/11 terrorist
attacks upon the U.S. as having given it an opportunity to assert
itself and act more powerfully in world politics and be able to
set counterterrorist efforts a global agenda, while struggling to
counter some negative impacts, arising from its policy
implementations, especially in connection with Muslim nations.
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