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Abstract
Arab League

The Arab League was formed in 1945 when Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Saudi
Arabia, Yemen and Iraq, Plus a representative of the Palestinian Arabs, joined together in a bid to
forge a common political path. That membership has since swelled to include such countries as
Kuwait, Sudan, Algeria and others across the Arab World. At present, it has 22 member
countries.

Over more than 60 years since its inception, the Arab League has faced many challenges,
most notably the Arab-Israeli conflict. Publicly united in the aim of fighting Israei, but privately
the coalition began to fragment with the suspicion that some were using the attack against Israel
as a means to consolidate their own positions, and the operation failed. In the decades that have
followed, the Arab League has failed to make real progress regarding the plight of the Palestinian
people.

But the aim of formation of the Arab League goes far beyond the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Its main aim is to organize the economic and business affairs of the region. To this end
it has established many institutions such as the Arab Common Market, the Arab Financiai
Organization and telecommunication and postal unions. [t has also furthered Arab culture by
means of education and the restoration and preservation of Arab heritage. This achievement
operation due partly to a uniqueness of the Arab League as the organization is base largely on
culture and not, like any others, on geography.

In addition, the Arab League has made it possible for Arab governments to share
information and coordinate policies. But one major problem facing the Arab League is the
tension and split that exists between individual Arab states over various jssues. It is said that
member states will never be able to agree on anything really worthwhile, so long as each member

looks only to protect its own interests at the expense of others
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1. Administrative Tribunal of the Arab League

2. Arab Fund for Technical Assistance to African and Arab Countries
(AFTAAAC)

3. Special Bureau for Boycotting Israel

3.5 wiwuEIyRne 9 veI0IRnITuTiINae My (Specialized Agency)

mngonnysemmesduivnomivendumndanissnusniyfeudad
awdiuifussmsduiumemsudsiligiufograrwesdmsdaodiu fid iy 4 Ao

- a0 TUAUNITANUIANANEINIINLEUHID MY (Arab Academy of Maritime

Transport)

- pannsowmsuienfloatumadenuao0 1B INTIY (Acab Organization for

Social Defense against Crime)

- guinaaiienisAoyiSnuiudsazuafiasursemiy (Arb Cente for
the Study of Arid Zone and Dry Lands)
- AsEuUAINITUNAIToULHID MU (Arab Civil Aviation Council)
- IAITHAIL NIRRT TS SULAZUS TIAUY DM SY (Arab Industrial Development
and Mining Organization)
- antulitemeal Tasiouuvisensy {Arab Institute of Petroleum Research)
- WNINAIMIUSYITIANISEMSY  {  Arab  Administrative  development
Organization : ARADO )
- MDBNUNSINWsuIHe MY ( Arab Atomic Energy Agency : AAEA)
- swesemiuifemsWanursugAslusWIn  (Arab  Bank  for Economic
Development in Africa)
- BIPATUSINUDINSY (Arab Labour Organization)
- pannIdutumemSUA Mgt Jaussin uasinmmans (Arab League

Educational, Cultural and Sciencetific Organization - ALECSO)
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- mﬁnsam%’mﬁamsﬁ'wmmymsﬂsm (Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development : AQAD)

- eaf‘{nsmsﬁ‘amwmﬁumm%’u (Arab Satellite Communications Organization :
ARABSAT)

- AV INTRUWINUEIMSTY (Arab Telecommunications Union)

- AUMNUNIG ﬂszmuxﬂuaé’yam%’u (Arab States Broadcasting Union : ASBU)

- 03ANIANUIINTBATUNISAMUSEHINDMFY (Inter-Arab Investment Guarantee
Corporation : POB)

- avnw i sudie M3y (Arab Postal Union)

- Council of Arab Ministers of the Interior
¢ & dy ¥ 1 ¥ e o o ] & )
UDONMABIANTNIMUAT LAna 1IN AU dedoeAnsNine 199y « Bnde
1. npauemMiuiensWani s ygiauardIan (Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development (AFESD)
2. NOIYUMINWBTINFD (Arab Monetary Fund)
3. AAUBNATWATYFA9IMIY (Council for Arab Economic Unity)
¥
4. 03dnsyszmaauIEndasooniiaiue 1My (Organization of Arab Petroleumn
Exporting Countries (OAPEC)
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Argentina: Gorostiaga 2021, 1426 Buenos Aires
Austria: Grimmelshauengasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Belgium: 106 ave Franklin D. Roosevelt. 1050 Brussels

Brazil: Shis-(1 15, Cony. 7, Casa 23, 71600 Brasila, DF



Canada: 170 Laurier Ave. West, Suite 604, Ottawa K1P 5VP
Ethiopia: P.O. Box 5768, Addis Ababa

Germany: Friedrich Wilhelm Str. 24, 5200 Bonn ]
Greece: Martious St., Filothei, Athens

India: A-137 Neeti Bagh, New Delhj 110-049

Italy: Piazzle delic Belle Arti 6, 00196 Rome

Japan: 1-1-12 Moto Asabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106
Kenya: P.O. Box 30770, Nairobi

Russia: 28 Koniouch Kovskaya, Moscow

Senegal: 41 Rue el-Hadji Amadou, Assane Ndoye, Dakar
Spain: Paseo de la Castellana 180, 60, Madrid 16
Switzerland: 9 rue de la Valais, 1202 Geneva

U.S.A.: 747 3rd Avenue, New York, NY 10017; 1100 17th Street, NW, Suite 901,

Washington, DC 20036; also offices in Chicago, Datlas, and San Francisco
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4. NSV IUMIMIFnTHlD

(Decision — Making Process)
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(Internal Politics of the Arab League)
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6. NINTIUUAT VNV INUDITUHDIND N

(Activities and Role of Arab League)
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MARHIN 1
NHUASTUHLINOINSY
CHARTER OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES

THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 1S COMPOSED OF THE INDEPENDENT ARAB
STATES WHICH HAVE SIGNED THIS CHARTER. ANY INDEPENDENT ARAB SATES HAS THE
RIGHT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE LEAGUE. IF 1T DESIRES TQ DO SO, IT SHALL SUBMIT
A REQUEST WHICH WILL BE DEPOSITED WITH THE SECRETARIAT GENERAL AND
SUBMITTED TO THE COUNCIL AT THE FIRST MEETING HELD AFTER SUBMISSION OF THE
REQUEST.

THE CHARTER

THE CHARTER CONSISTS OF 20 ARTICLES WHICH DEFINE THE AIMS THAT THE
LEAGUE AND ITS AFFILIATE BODIES SHOULD ACHIEVE, THE SHAPE OF RELATIONS AMONG
MEMBER-STATES AND OTHER MATTERS OF RELEVANCE, CHARACTERISTICALLY AN ALL-
EMBRACING DOCUMENT THAT SETS QUT A WIDE RANGE OF POTENTIAL AREAS FOR JOINT
ARAB ACTION, THE CHARTER OPENED THE DOOR FOR MEMBER STATES WISHING TO
DEVELOP FURTHER CO-QPERATION AND CLOSER TIES INTER TO DO $O BY CONCLUDING
WHICHEVER ACCORDS THEY DEEM NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE THOSE TARGETS,

THE CHARTER IS AMENDABLE ONLY IF SO APPROVED BY THE MAJORITY OF TWO-THIRDS
OF THE MEMBER-STATES, WITH A VIEW TO TURNING RELATIONS AMONG THEM CLOSER
AND FIRMER, SETTING UP AN ARAB COURT OF JUSTICE AND REGULATING THE LINKS
BETWEEN THE LEAGUE AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS WHICH HAVE AS THEIR
OBJECTIVE THE MAINTENANCE OF WORLD PEACE AND SECURITY.

Tw0O MORE DOCUMENTS BA VE BEEN REGARDED AS COMPLEMENTARY TO THE
CRBARTER; NAMELY, THE TREATY FOR JOINT DEFENSE AND ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION,
CONCLUDED ON MARCH 13, 1950, AND CHARTER FOR NATIONAL ECONOMIC ACTION,
ISSUED ON NOVEMBER 26, 1980. ALL LEAGUE MEMBER- STATES HAVE BECOME PARTIES
TCO BOTH INSTRUMENTS.

THE EXPERIENCE AND PERFORMANCE OF THE LEAGUE OVER FIFTY YEARS OF ITS
HISTORY, TOGETHER WITH THE REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS, HAVE
ALL PROMPTED THE BROADENING OF THE SCOPE OF JOINT ARAB ACTION, THE

DIVERSIFICATION OF ITS AREAS AND THE CREATION OF NEW INSTITUTIONS AND
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MECHANISMS WHICH HAVE IN DUE COURSE GAINED CONSIDERABLE EFFECTIVENESS.
CONSEQUENTLY, LEAGUE ACTIVITIES RAVE BEEN SO MUCH EXPANDED THAT THEY NOW
COVER ALMOST ALL AREAS OF ESSENTIAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE ARAB WCRLD,
ARTICLE |

THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES IS COMPOSED OF THE INDEPENDENT ARAB STATES, WHICH
HAVE SIGNED THIS CHARTER.

AN INDEPENDENT ARAB STATE HAS THE RIGHT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE LEAGUE. IF
JT DESIRES TO DO S0, IT SHALL SUBMIT A REQUEST WHICH WILL BE DEPOSITED WITH THE
PERMANENT SECRETARIAT GENERAL AND SUBMITTED TO THE COUNCIL AT THE FIRST
MEETING HELD AFTER SUBMISSION OF THE REQUEST.

ARTICLE]]

THE LEAGUE HAS AS ITS PURPOSE THE STRENGTHENING OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE
MEMBER-STATES, THE COORDINATION OF THEIR POLICIES [N ORDER TO ACHIEVE CO-
OPERATION BETWEEN THEM AND TO SAFEGUARD THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND
SOVEREIGNTY; AND A GENERAL CONCERN WITH THE AFFAIRS AND INTERESTS OF THE
ARAR COUNTRIES,

IT HAS ALSO AS ITS PURPOSE THE CLOSE CO-OPERATION OF THE MEMBER STATES, WITH
DUE REGARD TO THE ORGANIZATION AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH STATE, ON THE
FOLLOWING MATTERS:

1ST.ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS, INCLUDING COMMERCIAL RELATIONS,
CUSTOMS, CURRENCY, AND QUESTIONS OF AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY.
2ND.COMMUNICATIONS; THIS INCLUDES RAILROADS, ROADS, AVIATION, NAVIGATION,
TELEGRAPHS AND POSTS.

3RD.CULTURAL AFFAIRS,

4TH.NATIONALITY, PASSPORTS, VISAS, EXECUTION OF JUDGMENTS AND EXTRADITION OF
CRIMINALS.

STH.SOCIAL AFFAIRS.

6TH.HEALTH AFFAIRS.

ARTICLE I

THE LEAGUE SHALL POSSESS A COUNCIL COMPOSED OF THE REFPRESENTATIVES OF THE
MEMBER-STATES OF THE LEAGUE; EACH STATE SHALL HKAVE A SINGLE VOTE,

IRRESPECTIVE OF THE NUMBER OF [TS REPRESENTATIVE.
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IT SHALL BE THE TASK OF THE COUNCIL TO ACHIEVE THE REALIZATION OF THE
OBJECTIVES OF THE LEAGUE AND TO SUPERVISE THE EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENTS,
WHICH THE MEMBER-STATES HAVE CONCLUDED ON THE QUESTIONS ENUMERATED IN THE
PRECEDING ARTICLE, OR ON ANY OTHER QUESTIONS.
[T LIKEWISE SHALL BE THE COUNCIL TASK TC DECIDE UPON THE MEANS BY WHICH THE
LEAGUE IS TO CO-OPERATE WITH INTERNATIONAL BODIES TO BE CREATED IN THE FUTURE
N ORDER TQ GUARANTEE SECURITY AND PEACE AND REGULATE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
RELATIONS.
ARTICLE 1V
FOR EACH OF THE QUESTIONS LISTED IN ARTICLE Il THERE SHALL BE SET UP A SPECIAL
COMMITTEE TN WHICH THE MEMBER-STATES OF THE LEAGUE SHALL BE REPRESENTED.
THESE COMMITTEES SHALL BE CHARGED WITH THE TASK OF LAYING DOWN THE
PRINCIPLES AND EXTENT OF CO-OPERATION. SUCH PRINCIPLES SHALL BE FORMULATED
AS DRAFT AGREEMENTS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL FOR EXAMINATION
PREPARATORY TQ THEIR SUBMISSION TO THE AFORESAID STATES.
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES MAY TAKE PART IN THE WORK OF
THE AFORESAID COMMITTEES. THE COUNCIL SHALL DETERMINE THE CONDITIONS UNDER
WHICH THESE REPRESENTATIVES MAY BE PERMITTED
ARTICLE V
ANY RESORT TO FORCE IN ORDER TO RESOLVE DiSPUTES BETWEEN TWO OR MORE
MEMBER-STATES OF THE LEAGUE 1S PROHIBITED. IF THERE SHOULD ARISE AMONG THEM
A DIFFERENCE WHICH DOES NOT CONCERN A STATE'S INDEPENDENCE, SOVEREIGNTY, OR
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, AND IF THE PARTIES TC THE DISPUTE HAVE RECOURSE TO THE
COUNCIL FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THIS DIFFERENCE, THE DECISION OF THE COUNCIL
SHALL THEN BE ENFORCEABLE AND OBLIGATORY.

IN SUCH CASE, THE STATES BETWEEN WHOM THE DIFFERENCE HAS ARISEN SHALL
NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE DELIBERATIONS AND DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL. THE
COUNCIL SHALL MEDIATE IN ALL DIFFERENCES WHICH THREATEN TO LEAD TO WAR
BETWEEN TWO MEMBER-STATES, OR A MEMBER-STATES AND A THIRD STATE, WITH A
VIEW TO BRINGING ABOUT THEIR RECONCILIATION, DECISIONS OF ARBITRATION AND
MEDIATION SHALL BE TAKEN BY MAJORITY VOTE,

ARTICLE V]
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IN CASE OF AGGRESSION OR THREAT OF AGGRESSION BY ONE STATE AGAINST A MEMBER-
STATE, THE STATE WHICH HAS BEEN ATTACKED OR THREATENED WITH AGGRESSION MAY
DEMAND THE IMMEDIATE CONVOCATION OF THE COUNCIL. THE COUNCIL SHALL BE
UNANIMOUS DECISION DETERMINE THE MEASURES NECESSARY TO REPULSE THE
AGGRESSION. IF THE AGGRESSOR IS A MEMBER-STATE, HIS VOTE SHALL NOT BE COUNTED
N DETERMINING UNANIMITY.

IF AS A RESULT OF THE ATTACK, THE GOVERNMENT STATE ATTACKED FINDS
ITSELF UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITK COUNCIL, THE STATE'S REPRESENTATIVE IN THE
COUNCIL SHALL REQUEST THE CONVOCATION OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE PURPOSE
INDICATED [N THE FOREGOING PARAGRAPH. IN THE EVENT THAT THIS REPRESENTATIVE IS
UNABLE TQO COMMUNICATE WITH THE COUNCIL, ANY MEMBER-STATE OF THE LEAGUE
SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO REQUEST THE CONVOCATION OF THE COUNCIL.
ARTICLE VII
UNANIMOUS DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL SHALL BE BINDING UPON ALL MEMBER-STATES
OF THE LEAGUE; MAJORITY DECISIONS SHALL BE BINDING ONLY UPON THOSE STATES,
WHICH HAVE ACCEPTED THEM.

IN EITHER CASE THE DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL $SHALL BE ENFORCED N EACH
MEMBER-STATE ACCORDING TO ITS RESPECTIVE LAWS.
ARTICLE VII
EACH MEMBER-STATE SHALL RESPECT THE SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED IN
THE OTHER MEMBER-STATES AND REGARD THEM AS EXCLUSIVE CONCERNS OF THOSE
STATES. EACH SHALL PLEDGE TO ABSTAIN FROM AN ACTION CALCULATED TO CHANGE
ESTABLISKED SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT.
ARTICLE IX
STATES OF THE LEAGUE WHICH DESIRE TG ESTABLISH CLOSER CG-QOPERATION AND
STRONGER BONDS THAN ARE PROVIDED FOR BY THIS CHARTER MAY CONCLUDE
AGREEMENTS TO THAT END.
TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS ALREADY CONCLUDED CR TO BE CONCLUDED IN THE
FUTURE BETWEEN A MEMBER-STATE AND ANOTHER STATE SHALL NOT BE BINDING OR
RESTRICTIVE UPON OTHER MEMBERS.
ARTICLE X

THE PERMANENT SEAT OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES IS ESTABLISHED IN CAIRO.
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THE COUNCIL MAY, HOWEVER, ASSEMBLE AT ANY OTHER PLACE [T MAY DESIGNATE.
ARTICLELXI

THE COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE SHALL CONVENE [N ORDINARY SESSION TWICE A YEAR, IN
MARCH AND IN SEPTEMBER. IT SHALL CONVENE IN EXTRACRDINARY SESSION UPON THE
REQUEST OF TWO MEMBER-STATES OF THE LEAGUE WHENEVER THE NEED ARISES.
ARTICLEIXIY

THE LEAGUE SHALL HAVE A PERMANENT SECRETARIAT-GENERAL, WHICH SHALL
CONSIST OF A SECRETARY-GENERAL, ASSISTANT SECRETARIES AND AN APPROPRIATE
NUMBER OF OFFICIALS.

THE COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE SHALL APPOINT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL BY
THE MAJORITY OF TWO THIRDS OF THE STATES OF THE LEAGUE. THE SECRETARY-
GENERAL, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNCIL, SHALL APPOINT THE ASSISTANT
SECRETARIES AND PRINCIPAL OFFICIALS OF THE LEAGUE.

THE COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE SBALL ESTABLISH AN ADMINISTRATIVE
REGULATION FOR THE FUNCTIONS OF THE SECRETARIAT-GENERAL AND MATTERS
RELATING TO THE STAFF.

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL SHALL HAVE THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR AND THE
ASSISTANT SECRETARIES THAT OF MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY.

THE FIRST SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE IS NAMED IN AN ANNEX TGO THIS
CHARTER. TO PARTICIPATE AND RULES GOVERNING SUCH REPRESENTATION.

ARTICLE XIIT

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL SHALL PREPARE THE DRAFT OF THE BUDGET OF THE LEAGUE
AND SHALL SUBMIT IT TO THE COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF EACH
FISCAL YEAR.

THE COUNCIL SHALL FIX THE SHARE OF THE EXPENSES TO BE BORNE BY EACH
STATE OF THE LEAGUE. THIS MAY BE RECONSIDERED IF NECESSARY.

ARTICLE XIV

THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE AS WELL AS THE MEMBERS OF
THE COMMITTEES AND THE OFFICIALS WHO ARE TO BE DESIGNED IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE
REGULATION SHALL ENJOY DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITY WHEN ENGAGED IN
THE EXERCISE OF THEIR FUNCTIONS.

THE BUILDINGS OCCUPIED BY THE ORGANS OF THE LEAGUE SHALL BE [INVIOLABLE.
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ARTICLE XV

THE FIRST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL SHALL BE CONVENED AT THE INVITATION OF THE
HEAD OF THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT. THEREAFTER IT SHALL BE CONVENED AT THE
INVITATION OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL.

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEMBER-STATES OF THE LEAGUE SHALL
ALTERNATELY ASSUME THE PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL AT EACH OF ITS QRDINARY
SESSIONS.

ARTICLE XV]

EXCEPT IN CASES SPECIFICALLY INDICATED IN THIS CHARTER, A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE
CQUNCIL SHALL BE SUFFICIENT TO MAKE ENFORCEABLE DECISIONS ON THE FOLLOWING
MATTERS:

1ST.MATTERS RELATING TO PERSONNEL.

2ND. ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET OF THE LEAGUE.

3RD.ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL, THE
COMMITTEES AND THE SECRETARIAT GENERAL.

4TH.DECISIONS TO ADJOURN THE SESSIONS.

ARTICLE XVII

EACH MEMBER-STATE OF THE LEAGUE SHALL DEPOSIT WITH THE SECRETARIAT-
GENERAL ONE COPY OF THE TREATY OR AGREEMENT CONCLUDED OR TO BE CONCLUDED
IN THE FUTURE BETWEEN ITSELF AND ANOTHER MEMBER-STATE OF THE LEAGUE OR A
THIRD STATE,

ARTICLE XVIII

IF A MEMBER-STATE CONTEMPLATES WITHDRAWAL FROM THE LEAGUE, IT SHALL INFORM
THE COUNCIL OF ITS INTENTION ONE YEAR BEFORE SUCH WITHDRAWAL 1S TO GO INTO
EFFECT.

THE COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE MAY CONSIDER ANY STATE WHICH FAILS TO
FULFIL ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE CHARTER AS HAVING BECOME SEPARATED FROM
THE LEAGUE, THIS TQ GO INTO EFFECT UPON UNANIMQUS DECISION OF THE STATES, NOT
COUNTING THE STATE CONCERNED.

ARTICLE XIX
THIS CHARTER MAY BE AMENDED WITH THE CONSENT OF TWO THIRDS OF THE STATES

BELONGING TO THE LEAGUE, ESPECIALLY IN ORDER TO MAKE FIRMER AND STRONGER
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TIES BETWEEN THE MEMBER-STATES, TO CREATE AN ARAB TRIBUNAL OF ARBITRATION,
AND TO REGULATE THE RELATIONS OF THE LEAGUE WITH ANY INTERNATIONAL BODIES
TO BE CREATED IN THE FUTURE TO GUARANTEE SECURITY AND PEACE.
FINAL ACTION ON AN AMENDMENT CANNOT BE TAKEN PRICR TO THE SESSION
FOLLOWING THE SESSION 1IN WHICH THE MOTION WAS INITIATED.

[F A STATE DOES NOT ACCEPT SUCH AMENDMENT [T MAY WITHDRAW AT SUCH
TIME AS THE AMENDMENT GOES INTO EFFECT, WITHOUT BEING BOUND BY THE
PROVISIONS OF THE PRECEDING ARTICLE,
ARTICLE XX
THIS CHARTER AND ITS ANNEXES SHALL BE RATIFIED ACCORDING TO THE BASIC LAWS IN
FORCE AMONG THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES.
THIS INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION SHALL BE DEPOSITED WITH THE SECRETARIAT-
(GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL AND THE CHARTER SHALL BECOME QPERATIVE AS REGARDS
EACH RATIFYING STATE FIFTEEN DAYS AFTER THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE HAS
RECEIVED THE INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION FROM FOUR STATES.

THIS CHARTER HAS BEEN DRAWN UP IN CAIRO IN THE ARABIC LANGUAGE ON
THIS 8TH DAY OF RAB' I, THIRTEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY FOUR H. (MARCH 22, 1945), N
ONE COPY WHICH SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE SAFE KEEPING OF THE SECRETARIAT-
GENERAL.
AN [DENTICAL COPY SHALL BE DELIVERED TO EACH STATE OF THE LEAGUE.

4
UM © HTTP://WWW.ARABLEAGUEONLINE.ORG
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MANUINN 2

Tunis Deciaration of 16th Arab Summit

The representatives of the member states of the League of Arab States, meeting in Tunis,

Tunisia on May 22-23, 2004, for the 16th Arab Sumimnit, issued THE TUNIS DECLARATION

as follows

We, the Leaders of the Arab States, meeting at the Summit Conference of the Arab League
Council in its 16th ordinary session held in Tunis, the capital of the Republic of Tunisia, on May

22-23,2004;

Committed as we are 10 the principles upon which the League of Arab States was founded and to
the objectives enunciated in its Charter, as well as to the noble universal values spelled out in the

United Nations Charter and to all the instruments of international legality;
Taking into account the new world changes and the challenges and stakes they generate;

Determined to pursue efforts in order to strengthen the solidarity and cohesion of the Arab

Nation, and to consolidate the Arab ranks, in the service of our primordial causes;
(One)} Declare the following:

1. The commitment of al) international parties to materialize the principles of international
legality and the UN resolutions pertaming to the Arab-Israeli conflict, without excluding any of
the legal references of the peace process, constitutes the basis for a just, comprehensive and
durable settlement to this conflict, in accordance with the Arab peace initiative and in
implementation of the ‘roadmap’. The international community should join its efforts so as to
provide the necessary protection for the Palestinian people against the continuing acts of killing
and deportation they are enduring, and also to put an end to the policy of assassination perpetrated
by Israel against the Palestinian political leaders, to the siege imposed on the Palestinian people
and their leadership, as well as to the aggressions targeting civilians without distinction. Joining

these efforts would pave the way for the resumption of peace talks and would enable the brotherly
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Palestinian people to recover their legitimate rights, in the forefront of which the establishment of
their independent state with Al-Quds (East Jerusalem) as its capital, as well as the evacuation of
all the Arab occupied territories, including the occupied Syrian Golan and the Lebanese Shaba'a
Farms.

2. Achieving these legitimate objectives would provide propitious conditions for building
confidence and for establishing a just, durable and comprehensive peace in the region, by
convening an international conference aimed at ridding the Middle-East region, including [srael,
of the weapons of mass destruction. This will lay the foundations for a new era of entente, based
on a mutual commitment to peace as a strategic choice, and wil! enable the Arab Nation and all
countries in the region to focus their efforts on taking up the challenges confronting them and on
pursuing the development action.

3. The Arab community is cormmitted to support the Iraqi territorial integnty and to respect the
sovereignty, independence and national unity of sisterly Iraq, and exhorts the Security Council to
give a central and active role to the United Nations in Iraq in order to put an end to the occupation
and prepare the ground for the transfer of power to the Iraqi people. This will make it possible to
establish peace and stability and to launch the process of reconstruction in Iraq, entrusting an
Arab troika (the current chairmanship, the previous chairmanship and the next chairmanship of
the summit, along with the Arab League Secretary-General) with making the necessary contacts
and following up the evolution of the situation in Iraq.

4. Reaffirming the Arab solidarity with sisterly Syria in the face of the American sanctions, and
underlining the necessity to favor the logic of dialogue and mutual understanding in settling
conflicts among states, 50 as to spare the region at this critical juncture further tension and
instability.

5. Reaffirming the sovereignty of sisterly United Arab Emirates on its three islands and
supporting all peaceful steps and initiatives that lead it to recover this sovereignty.

6. Reaffirming the Arab states' solidarity with the sisterly Republic of Sudan, and their
determination to preserve its unity and territorial integrity and to reinforce all peace endeavors
underiaken by the Sudanese government in conjunction with the international and regional
parties.

7. Reaffirming the unity and sovereignty of the sisterly Republic of Somalia, and supporting the
cfforts aimed at achieving national conciliation, peace and stability in this country.

8. Reaffirming the determination to consecrate the national unity of the sisterly United Republic
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of Comoros, to preserve its territorial integrity and sovereignty, and to support all peace efforts in

this country.

(Two) assert our firm determination:

1. To materialize our common will to develop the system of joint Arab action, through the Tunis
Summit resolution to amend the Arab League Charter and to modernize its work methods and its
specialized institutions, based on the various Arab initiatives and ideas included in the proposals
put forward by the Secretary General as well as on a consensual and coherent vision and on a
gradual and balanced approach.

2. To reaffirm our states’ commitment to the humanitarian principles and the noble values of
human rights in their comprehensive and interdependent dimensions, to the provisions of the
various international conventions and charters, and to the Arab Human Rights Charter adopted by
the Tunis Summit, as well as to the reinforcement of the freedom of expression, thought and
belief and to the guarantee of the independence of the judiciary.

3. To endeavor, based on the Declaration on the process of reform and modernization in the Arab
world, to pursue reform and modernization in our countries, and to keep pace with the rapid world
changes, by consolidating the democratic practice, by enlarging participation in political and
public life, by fostering the role of all components of the civil society, including NGOs, in
conceiving of the guidelines of the society of tomorrow, by widening women's participation in the
political, economic, social, cuitural and educational fields and reinforcing their rights and status in
society, and by pursuing the promotion of the family and the protection of Arab youth.

4. To consolidate the comprehensive development programs and intensify efforts aimed at
promoting the educational systems, at disseminating knowledge and encouraging its acquisition,
and at fighting illiteracy in order to ensure a better future for the Arab young generations.

5. To achieve economic complementarity among Arab States on the basis of the exchange of
benefits and the interdependence of interests, and to endeavor to pursue the upgrading of the Arab
economies by entrusting the Economic and Social Council with establishing a joint Arab
economic and social action strategy, in such a way as to consolidate the competitiveness of the
Arab economy and empower it to establish a solidarity-based partnership with the various
economic groupings in the world.

6. To consecrate the values of solidarity and mutual assistance among the Arab states, as part of

the Arab anti-poverty strategy adopted by the Tunis Summit, to mobilize all human potentialities
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in the Arab countries in support of the development efforts, and to endeavor to upgrade the
economy of the least developed Arab countries and promote their development programs.

7. To be prepared, as best as possible, to actively participate, at the level of governments, civil
society and the private sector, in the World Summit on the Information Society whose second
phase will be hosted by Tunisia in November 2005, so that this event will constitute an important
opportunity to further promote the position of information and comrunication technologies in the
Arab development plans, and reinforce the capacity of Arab countries to keep up with and
contribute to the evolution witnessed in this sector which is one of the basic foundations of
development.

8. To take appropriate measures to enable the Arab Organization for Information and
Communication Technologies to play its role in consolidating inter-Arab cooperation in this vital
sector.

9. To strengthen the bonds of friendship between Arab countries and other countries of the world,
and to establish a new approach for solidarity-based cooperation and partnership with them, based
on our determination to consecrate dialogue among religions and cultures and to highlight the
civilizational and humanist mission of Islam which calls for disseminating the vatues of tolerance,
concord and peaceful coexistence among peoples and nations, and rejects hatred and
discrimination.

10. To reaffirm the commitment of Arab States to pursue their contribution to the international
efforts exerted to stand against and combat all forms of terrorism, avoid confusing Islam with
terrorism and differentiate between legitimate resistance and terrorism.

11. To call for the holding of an international conference, under the auspices of the United
Nations, in order to establish an intemnational code of ethies for the fight against terrorism, while

working to tackle the root causes of this phenomenon.

(Three) express our deep thanks and high consideration to His Excellency President Zine El
Abidine Ben Ali, President of the Republic of Tunisia, for his experience, insightfulness, and
open- mindedness in managing our Summit proceedings. We are convinced that under his
chairmanship of the Summit, the process of joint Arab action will witness further progress, and
that the status of the Arab Nation among the nations of the world will be firrther reinforced.

Qur thanks and appreciation also go 1o the Republic of Tunisia for having hosted the Summit

Conference of the Arab League Council in its 16th ordinary session and for its meticulous
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preparation, in consultation with the Arab countries, in order to ensure optimum conditions for the
organization of the Summit. We also commend the efforts exerted by the Arab League Secretary

Genera) in this regard.

UMAINANT ; rext as published on Arab Summit web site on May 24, 2004
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