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Abstract

One out of ten people in Thailand are poor and 70% of these are farmers, especially rice
growers whose major source of income is from ‘Hom Mali’ rice. At present, organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice
production becomes more common in Ubon Ratchathani province due to the extension by non-
government organizations and in part by the government officials. Therefore, this study aimed at
evaluating the potential of organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice farming as an alternative career to help alleviate
poverty of the farmers in the lower northeastern region by considering the suitability under the social
and cultural conditions, physical and biological aspects, and economic consideration. The study was
done by interviewing 4 groups of farmers, including the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice growers in the
integrated farming system, organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice growers, ‘Hom Mali’ rice growers in the
transitional stage of organic practices and traditional ‘Hom Mali’ rice growers. Each group consisted
of 20 farmers, except for the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice growers in the integrated farming system which
had 19 farmers, and all were in Meuang, Sumrong, Muangsamsip and Kudkhoawpoon Districts of
Ubon Ratchathani province. The interview was also conducted for some government agencies and
non-government organizations involving in organic rice production and extension, 10 organic rice

consumers and 10 general rice consumers. The data were analyzed descriptively and quantitatively.

Results showed that under social and cultural conditions, physical and biological aspects
and economic consideration, organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice farming had a potential to alleviate the poverty
of people in the northeast. The organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice growers both as a single crop and as a part of
the integrated farming system had trust and confidence in the organic system. They were willing to
change and develop their farmland into the organic production. They also wanted their children to
inherit the career in agriculture. In addition, soil structure, property and fertility as well as biological
diversity of the farmland improved after changing to organic farming. Yields of ‘Hom Mali’ rice
under the organic farming and the integrated farming system with organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice as a major
crop were 351.50 and 430.51 kg/rai, respectively, while that of traditional ‘Hom Mali’ rice was

307.95 kg/rai.



The total cost of production for organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice under the organic farming and the
organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice in the integrated farming system were 2,531.43 and 2,984.10 bath/rai,
respectively, compared to 2,753.80 bath/rai for the traditional ‘Hom Mali’ rice. Gross income per rai
for the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production, the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production in the integrated
farming system, the organic system, the transitional organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production, and the
traditional ‘Hom Mali’ rice production were 4,151, 3,515, 3,020, and 2,554 bath, while income over
the cash cost per rai were 3,147, 2,894, 1,216, and 916 bath, respectively. As a result, income per rai
over the total cost of production of the three organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production groups (the organic
‘Hom Mali’ rice production, the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production in the integrated farming system,
and the transitional organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production) were higher than those of the traditional
‘Hom Mali’ rice. Due to higher income, 10% of farmers in the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production
and 26% of the farmers in the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production in the integrated farming system
had an average monthly income above the poverty line of 1,040 bath/month, while none of the

farmers in the other two groups had an average monthly income higher than the poverty line.

In conclusion, the success of the expansion of the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production and
the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production in the integrated farming in order to be the alternative career
to alleviate poverty would depend upon the continuous and sincere cooperation from the farmers, the
community, the government agencies and the private organizations. Also, encouraging the farmers to
change from a single crop production into the integrated farming system with organic ‘Hom Mali’
rice as a major product would help them to establish food security for the family, to reduce the
marketing risk and to increase jobs and income, so that the farmers could stand on their feet in a long

run.
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