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Abstract

This research project investigated the potential of organic production of ‘Hom Mali’ rice
as an alternative career approach in improving income and alleviating the poverty of farmers in
the lower northeast region of Thailand: A case study of Srisaket Province. Four representative
groups of 20 farmers each were chosen for this study. These included a group of growers with
traditional ‘Hom Mali’ rice growing practice, a group of beginners in organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice
production, a group of long-term growers of organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice, and a group of organic
‘Hom Mali’ rice growers in the integrated farming system. The research methods consisted of use
of questionnaires, field trip and focus group interview. Interviewing of 20 organic rice consumers,
some government and private agencies involving in organic rice production and extension and 6
private rice mills was also conducted. Results showed that, for the economic point of view,
organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production showed great potential. Yield of the organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice
was higher than that of the traditional ‘Hom Mali’ rice production with lower production cost,
especially cash cost, while selling price was higher leading to higher income gained from organic
rice farming. Saving was also higher in this group of farmers. When compared with the poverty
line income set by the government at 1,040 bath per month, the number of farmers in the organic
rice production group was 50% above the poverty line while only 10% was above this line in the
traditional rice production group. In the physical and biological aspects, although it may result in
more steps of production, organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice farming created the positive impacts on soil
structure and increased the ecological diversity in the farm as well as improving the quality of the
produce. However, the limitations of organic rice farming might come from the availability of the
standardization measures for farm inspection, the contamination in the field and the readily
availability of inputs, particularly organic fertilizer, in the local community. Under social and
cultural conditions, the farmers did not have difficulty in making decision to switch from
traditional rice growing practice to organic rice production and as the family members participated
in the decision making process so there was no conflict occurring during the transition from the
traditional to the organic practice. The farmers in this group shared common characteristics such
as absolute intension, toughness and diligence, and they were also open for new knowledge.
Nevertheless, being a part of a local production group was essential for their success as the group

provided the exchange of knowledge and encouragement as well as mental supports for them. In



term of farm labor limitation, it was not a major factor for organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production as
uses of modern machinery and hiring labor were the common practices similar to the traditional
production. The transition from the traditional ‘Hom Mali’ rice growing practice to the organic
production of the beginner group was usually initiated by the local, natural leader who had
received the official training in organic rice production either by the government agencies or the
private sectors before the concept was introduced and expanded to other members of the group
with the expectation of obtaining premium price and high market demand for organic rice being
the driven factors. Furthermore, the transition from single organic ‘Hom Mali’ rice production into
the integrated farming system was based upon the need for safe food and food security for the
family members, not from the economic consideration even though it produced higher income for
the farmers. The expansion of the integrated farming was still limited by the lack of water
resources, capital and knowledge. Some recommendations form this study included: 1) the need to
expand the market for organic rice; 2) the need for the standard inspection agency and measures;
3) the need for appropriate production technology for organic rice production; 4) the need for
premium price guarantee; 5) the need for public relation to promote the understanding and to
increase the consumption of organic rice; 6) the need for the capital support for the initial
investment and grouping; and 7) the need for expansion of the export market of organic ‘Hom

Mali’ rice by the government and the private company.
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