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Abstract

This research was performed to investigate the possibility of organic Hom Mali rice
production as an alternative career to alleviate poverty in Yasothorn, a province in North East
Thailand. The method used was the interview of 80 farmers using a standardized questionnaire.
The farmers were divided into four groups of twenty, ie., 1) farmers who grow rice conventionally
2) farmers who recently changed into organic system (less than three years) 3) farmers who
established the complete organic system (more than three years) and 4) farmers who were in the
integrated farming system including organic Hom Mali rice production. The sample population
was mostly in Mahachanachai district, Kum Kuen Kaew district, and Muang district, Yasothorn

province.

It was found that, in general, the production process of organic Hom Mali rice was not
different from conventional rice production. The seed and soil preparation, planting, harvesting
and post harvest management were similar. However, several conditions were applied for organic
rice production, ie., seeds must be from organic source, no chemical fertilizer and other synthetic
products was used, applied the system to prevent contamination from adjacent properties, and
packaging. The products were certified by approved organization, both within the country and

from abroad. Farmers bared the cost of certification.

The farmers in organic rice system were in the form of several groups. This provided the
control of quality of the products and reduced individual working load in the production process.
The factors influencing decision to produce organically were: selling price, reduction of cash
investment cost, and increased total income. Another factors encouraging the change to organic
were: support from family member, training about techniques and benefit of the system, and
personal characteristic. The major switching process were: 1) Initial or transition period (1-3
years, depends on certified organizations). The products at this stage could not be claimed
“organic” and 2) certified organic. The products could be claimed “organic” and with the
premium price. The farmers at the transitional period usually faced approximately 18% reduction
of rice yield when compared to conventional production. This was mainly due to insufficient
organic fertilizer applied. It was found that, when reached fully organic stage, the yield is slightly

(4.7%) higher than conventional one. This depends on intensity of management.



The yield was 383.64, 313.98, 402.31 and 402.33 kg./rai and the products were sold 9.50,
9.75, 10 and 10 THB/kg., respectively. The area used for production was 3.46, 4.31, 4.30 and 3.36
rai/farmer. Average total income was 12,610.25, 13,194.22, 17,299.33 and 13,484.69

THB/farmer/year or 1,050.85, 1,099.52, 1,441.61 and 1,123.72 THB /farmer/month, respectively.

Total investment cost was 2,824.62, 2,643.11, 2,880.08 and 2,733.15 THB /rai which was
1,164.21, 1,065.16, 1,325.93 and 1,306.21 THB/rai cash cost and 1,660.41, 1,577.94, 1,554.16 and
1,426.94 THB/rai non-cash cost. Net income was 819.95, 422.16, 1,143.05 and 1,280.14 THB/rai

respectively.

It was found that only 15, 15, 35, and 25 percent of household, respectively, wad income at
the higher level than poverty line (1,040 THB/month/person as recommended by the Thai
government). Factors affecting the calculation were: yield per rai, ratio of area used per person,

selling price and quality of the products.

Therefore, organic rice production, although be a good choice when look at the tradition
and social sides, was not a good solution to solve poverty. Many limitation as quoted were the
major obstacles. It is recommended that the production should only be for family consumption and

additional income.
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