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Abstracts

The objective of this environmental review of the Thailand-US Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) was to assess domestic economic and environment impact on frozen and
processed seafood products. This study looked at a group of exported goods which
Thailand has trade advantage over the US. Based on the secondary data on production,
processing and food labeling of marine animals, this study evaluate the impact
environmental measures proposed in Thailand-US FTA on the seafood industry. It is aimed
at providing scientific and technical information on both the positive and negative impacts
that may result from the Thailand-US FTA Agreement to the Thai trade negotiating team on
agriculture and food sector. The assessment and evaluation covered environmental and
trade issues that might result from environmental measures on the exported seafood
product to the US. The environmental measures include the use of Turtle Excluder Devices-
TEDs in the trawler net, illegal shrimp farming in freshwater and destruction of mangrove
forest, tracability, heavy metal contamination in seafood products, GMOs and other
contaminants. In addition to environmental measures proposed in the agreement, the study
also looked at other environmental related issues such as intellectual property right and
non-tariff trade measures such as Anti-dumping duty (AD), continuous bond and rule of
origin.

Thailand has to respond to the international standards in every aspect of seafood
export in order to be competitive in the global market. Although, environmental measures
proposed in the agreement are aimed at the protection and conservation of the environment
in Thailand such measures might not be correspond to the environmental and socio-
economic condition of the country. This study included a brainstorming of experts, which
identified further research areas needed to acquire appropriate solution in solving the
problems related to seafood industry that may arise from the Thailand-US FTA both long
term and short term. The areas of research need included law and regulations on shrimp
culture in freshwater, law and regulations on shrimp culture in mangrove areas, laws and

regulations on contamination of seafood products and non-tariff trade measures.





