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ABSTRACT

This research report is the result of the research project on the child welfare for
ethnic children in the urban areas : case study of Akha children in Chiang Mai city which
was supported by Thailand Research Fund (TRF).

The research focused on the study of problematic situations and the child welfare
for the Akha children in Chiang Mai city by the government and non-government
organizations, social networks and the roles of Akha parent and family. What are the
obstacles of these procedures? How are the appropriate solutions of these obstacles?
How do these child welfare for ethnic children will be developed and improved?

The study has been carried out by the review of literature and official documents
and the interview of personnel of various members of Akha people, governmental and
non-governmental agencies. Findings are summarized as follows :

1. Most of Akha family in Chiang Mai city are wage labor and still poor. The Akha
parent who are uneducated have to coped with cross-cultural situations, lack of the
experiences of urban life to suggest and take care their children. At the same time, the
Akha children in Chiang Mai city loss of proud on their cultural identity. There are some
limitations to access the governmental services such as public health services, high
level of education etc. However, the Akha attempt to create their own network to support
each other to solve these problems.

2. The related organizations both government and non-government has worked
cooperate each other but much more waiting for the problems than fighting with. There
are lacking of the public relations on child welfare. The knowledge of Akha believe and
ethnicity should be applied for understanding the situations and problem solutions.

3. The child welfare system for the Akha children in Chiang Mai city should focus
on the Akha family strengthening for child welfare base on their own Akha culture. While
the networking cooperation among the Akha family, community, government and non-

government organizations are very significant.
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