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Abstract

Changes in the perception and definition of Thai Rural Society led to the
development of the “Community Culture” concept. This concept has been influential
over the last 30 years and has been responsible for Thai society becoming unable to
understand the changes actually occurring in Thai rural areas. In addition, the
hegemony of the idea has resulted in members of Thai society to view and
misunderstanding the cause of collective action and mobilization of rural people.
This hegemony has grown to the point that it has caused inefficiency in solving rural
problems and developing rural areas. In addition, it has political conflict to intensity at
the national level over the past few years.

Since the * Community Culture School” of thinking has had significant effects
on Thai intellectual and political life, this essay will start by explaining the origins of
the perceptions and definitions of “Thai Rural Society” that led to the emergence of
the concept. It will then analyse changes actually occurring in rural areas which will
clearly show that the “Community Culture” concept is no longer adequate to explain
the important problems and changes being experienced by people in Thai rural areas
over the last two decades. Finally, this essay will suggest a new model for resource
management appropriate to changes currently taking place in rural areas. It is hoped
that this will provide an alternative framework for solving rural people’s problems
and that it will contribute to reducing national political conflict in the long run.



