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Abstract

This sociological and anthropological study aims to examine the utilization of
households’ livelihood strategies in response to impacts of the Pak Panang Irrigation Project
in Southern Thailand. The study finds that changing gender relations has become a livelihood
strategy employed by men and women in the households in response to socio-economic and
environmental changes. The changing gender relations are contributed to three major factors
i.e. governmental policies associated with export-oriented agricultural restructuring, increased
state control over natural resources, and economic development which has created inequality
between urban and rural areas. Impacts of the three factors have manifested in terms of
deterioration of natural resources, emergence of environmental risk, vulnerability of
livelihoods and social conflicts.

Under changing socio-economic environment which accompanies capitalist
agricultural development, although agriculture has still been a basis of households’ incomes,
increased reliance on capitalist inputs and wage labors in agriculture has been noticeable. At
the same time, persistence of agriculture has increasingly depended on non-agricultural
activities as a supplementary source of incomes. These two trends show that households have
turned into capitalists and semi-proletarianization has become a crucial characteristic of
households in the Pak Panang River Basin.

In socioeconomic changes, livelihood diversification has become a major means
employed by households as a strategy to respond to increased vulnerability. However, the
impact of livelihood diversification in creating livelihood survival and security varies,
depending on capability of households to access to required capitals. Generally speaking, men
have a comparative advantage in adapting to changes because they can engage in various
forms of economic activities without constraints in term of place and time of occupations. In
contrast, with constraints in involving with economic activities in particular place and time,
women have adopted traditional roles as a household manager and a coordinator among
relatives as a basis for creating coping strategies. Livelihood diversification has become a
means for women in creating alternative livelihoods beyond reliance on market economy.

Socioeconomic changes have affected gender relations within householdsin some
ways. For instance, gender division of labor has been reformulated in accordance with
livelihood strategies employed by men and women. An emerging tendency is that women
have increasingly participated in productive and reproductive spheres. Women-headed
households have significantly increased. Besides, women’s incomes have become a major
source of household incomes. While economic contributions of women have increasingly
noticed, women rather than men need to be responsible for well-being of all households’
members. This shows that women have double or triple burdens in the changing contexts.
Despite increased burdens, women have limited opportunities in education and skill training.
Moreover, women have suffered from gender bias in social norms and cultures that cause
them to face discrimination in employment. Due to the status of women as a vulnerable
group, empowerment of men and women in coping with socioeconomic changes needs to go
beyond a concern about encouragement of men and women to access to required information
and skill training. Rather, reduction of gender bias in society has to be taken into account in
the process of empowerment.





